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93. NEPHELAPHYLLUM Blume, Bijdr. 372. 1825. 
云叶兰属  yun ye lan shu 

Chen Xinqi (陈心启 Chen Sing-chi); Jeffrey J. Wood 

Cytheris Lindley. 

Herbs, terrestrial (rarely epiphytic). Rhizome creeping; roots sometimes villous, with root hairs. Pseudobulbs ascending, articu-
late at junction with petiole and peduncle, scales tubular, membranous, often soon caducous. Leaf 1 per pseudobulb, convolute, 
petiolate; petiole suborbicular, channeled, not sheathing; blade ovate to cordate, main veins prominent, often mottled. Inflorescence 
an erect raceme, unbranched, 2–16-flowered; peduncle and rachis usually elongating after anthesis, peduncle with few internodes, 
scales persistent, tubular; rachis erect, unbranched; floral bracts sessile, not tubular. Flowers not resupinate, turned to all sides, most 
open simultaneously. Sepals reflexed or not, lanceolate to linear. Petals reflexed or not, lanceolate to linear, falcate or not; lip im-
mobile, broadly attached to column foot, parallel to column, blade flat or shallowly concave, or basal half tubular and open at upper 
side and front part recurved, entire or 3-lobed; disk with central 3 veins either keeled or with a platelike appendage or 1 or more rows 
of fleshy papillae or laciniae, adaxially glabrous, velvety hairy or with patches of hairs or both; spur clavate, cylindric, or saccate. 
Column with a flat foot, without a spur; anther cap imperfectly 4-locular, with 2 horns; pollinia 8 in 2 groups of 4, solid, with cau-
dicles, stipe and viscidium absent. Capsule with persistent perianth. 

About 15 species: from India, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, and Indochina north to China and Japan, eastward through Malaysia and Indonesia 
to the Philippines; one species in China. 

Nephelaphyllum pulchrum Blume (Bijdr. 373. 1825) was recorded from Hainan (Baisha and Changjiang) by X. Q. Song, Q. W. Meng and Y. B. 
Luo (Acta Phytotax. Sin. 45: 325–326. 2007). This is a widespread species distributed from India and Bhutan, through Malaysia and Indonesia to 
Palawan in the Philippines. Although the occurrence in Hainan is not unlikely, the present authors could not confirm it because they have not seen the 
specimens (X. Q. Song 121 and X. Q. Song 134, both at PE). 

1. Nephelaphyllum tenuiflorum Blume, Bijdr. 373. 1825. 

云叶兰  yun ye lan 

Nephelaphyllum cristatum Rolfe; N. cristigerum Avery-
anov, nom. illeg. superfl.; Tainia cristata (Rolfe) Gagnepain; T. 
tenuiflora (Blume) Gagnepain. 

Plants ± prostrate. Rhizome 2–5 mm in diam., fleshy, with 
membranous sheaths ca. 1 cm. Pseudobulbs narrowly cylindric, 
1–2 cm × 1.5–2 mm, petiole-like, fleshy. Leaf sessile, ovate-
cordate, 2.2–4(–7) × 1.3–3.5 cm, slightly fleshy, base subcor-
date, apex acute. Inflorescence erect, 9–20 cm, laxly 1–3-flow-
ered; peduncle somewhat thickened at base; floral bracts lan-

ceolate, 4–6 mm, membranous. Flowers widely opening, green, 
with purple stripes; pedicel and ovary ca. 1 cm. Sepals similar, 
narrowly obovate-lanceolate, ca. 10 × 2.5 mm, 1-veined, shortly 
acuminate. Petals spatulate, ca. as long as but wider than sepals, 
3-veined, subacute; lip subelliptic, slightly concave, ca. 10 × 6–
7 mm, base shortly spurred, inconspicuously 3-lobed; lateral 
lobes narrow; mid-lobe ± suborbicular, margin crisped, apex 
emarginate, base with a cluster of fimbriate laciniae ± extending 
to disk; disk with dense long hairs; spur ca. 3 mm, apex slightly 
concave. Column ca. 6 mm. Fl. Jun. 

Wooded slopes; ca. 900 m. C and S Hainan, Hong Kong [Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam]. 
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