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189. MICROTATORCHIS Schlechter in K. Schumann & Lauterbach, Nachtr. Fl. Schutzgeb. 
Südsee, 224. 1905. 

拟蜘蛛兰属  ni zhi zhu lan shu 

Chen Xinqi (陈心启 Chen Sing-chi); Jeffrey J. Wood 

Herbs, small, monopodial, epiphytic herbs similar in habit to Taeniophyllum. Roots photosynthetic, usually well developed, 
radiately spreading, stout. Stems very short. Leaves distichous, small, few, basal, articulate to sheath, sometimes absent or only 
present in growing season. Inflorescences lateral, racemose, gradually elongating; peduncle and rachis narrowly winged; peduncle 
with many foliaceous persistent sterile bracts; rachis angled, several flowered; floral bracts persistent, alternate, distichous; sterile and 
floral bracts usually with stipulelike appendages on both sides decurrent to form wings on peduncle and rachis. Flowers very small, 
not opening widely. Sepals and petals similar, fused at base forming a short tube; lip entire or 3-lobed, with a subapical introrse 
bristlelike appendage, base with a short, saccate spur. Column short, footless; pollinia 2, waxy, globose, entire, attached by a 
common stipe to a large viscidium. 

About 47 species: Java, Borneo, Sulawesi and the Philippines, eastward through New Guinea to the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, 
Fiji, and other Pacific islands, with the center of distribution in New Guinea; one species in China. 

1. Microtatorchis compacta (Ames) Schlechter, Repert. Spec. 
Nov. Regni Veg. 10: 209. 1911. 

拟蜘蛛兰  ni zhi zhu lan 

Taeniophyllum compactum Ames, Orchidaceae 2: 247. 
1908; Microtatorchis taiwaniana S. S. Ying. 

Roots 1–3 cm, 0.5–1 mm in diam., radiately appressed to 
surface of branches. Stem abbreviated, with 2–4 small leaves. 
Leaf blade narrowly oblong, oblanceolate, or linear, 5–15 × 1–3 
mm, subleathery, acute to acuminate. Inflorescences often 2 or 
3, erect or ascending, few flowered; peduncle 1.5–2.5 cm, 

winged, with many sterile bracts; sterile and floral bracts ovate, 
slightly conduplicate, 2–3 mm. Flowers green; pedicel and 
ovary yellowish green, 1–1.8 mm. Sepals and petals 1.4–2 mm, 
connate at base forming a tube, free apical lobes 1–1.5 mm, tri-
angular-lanceolate, those derived from sepals dorsally carinate 
and from petals clawed at base; lip including basal spur to 3 
mm, broadly ovate, obscurely 3-lobed, basal margin incurved, 
apex with a reversely hooked linear appendage; spur saccate-
globose, ca. 1 mm in diam. Fl. Jan–Feb. 

Epiphytic on trees in coniferous or broad-leaved forests; 1000–
1600 m. C Taiwan [Philippines]. 
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