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URTICACEAE
B gian ma ke
Chen Jiarui (¥ % ¥t Chen Chia-jui)[] Lin Qi (#44}5)!; Ib Friisf] C. Melanie Wilmot-Dearf] Alex K. Monrof]

Herbs, subshrubs, or shrubs, rarely trees, very rarely climbing, stems often fibrous, sometimes succulent. sometimes armed with
stinging hairs; epidermal cells of leaves, sometimes stems, perianths mostly with prominent cystoliths punctiform to linear; Leaves
alternate or opposite, stipules present, rarely absent; leaf blade simple. Inflorescences cymose, paniculate, racemose, spicate, or
cluster-capitate, usually formed from glomerules, sometimes crowded on common enlarged cuplike or discoid receptacle, rarely re-
duced into a single flower. Flowers unisexual (plants monoecious or dioecious), rarely bisexual in partial flowers; actinomorphic,
very small, (1-)4- or 5-merous, rarely perianth absent in female flowers. Calyx absent. Perianth lobes imbricate or valvate. Male
flowers: stamens as many as and opposite to perianth lobes, filaments inflexed in bud; anthers 2-locular, opening lengthwise, rudi-
mentary ovary often present. Female flowers: perianth lobes free or connate, usually enlarged in fruit and persistent, occasionally ab-
sent; staminodes scarious, opposite to the perianth lobes, or absent. Ovary rudimentary in male flowers, sessile or shortly stipitate,
free or adnate to the perianth; 1-locular, ovule solitary, erect from the base; style simple, or absent; stigma diverse, capitate, penicil-
late-capitate (brushlike), subulate, filiform, ligulate, or peltate. Fruit usually a dry achene, sometimes a fleshy drupe, often enclosed
by the persistent perianth. Seed solitary, endosperm usually present; embryo straight; cotyledons ovate elliptical or orbicular.

About 47 genera and 1300 species: most numerous in wet tropical regions, extending into temperate regions; 25 genera and 341 species (163
endemic, one introduced) in China.

Plants in this family have numerous uses. The stem fiber of some genera and species is of high quality and used to make cloth, fishing nets, and
ropes and for some industrial materials. In central and southern China, Boehmeria nivea is widely cultivated for ramie fiber and Girardinia
diversifalia subsp. triloba is widely cultivated for “red huo ma” fiber. Boiled young shoots of Girardinia, Laportea, and Urtica are eaten as vege-
tables. Some species are used in local Chinese medicine. Pellionia repens, Pilea cadierei, P. microphylla, and P. peperomioides, among other species,
are widely cultivated as ornamentals in China and elsewhere. Some genera, such as Elatostema, Pellionia, and Pilea, occur frequently in shady, moist
habitats of subtropical forests and become dominant elements of the forest floor vegetation. Plants of the first five genera belong to tribe Urticeae,
which is usually characterized by the distinctive stinging hairs.

Chen Chiajui & Wang Wentsai. 1995. Urticaceae. In: Wang Wentsai & Chen Chiajui, eds., F1. Reipubl. Popularis Sin. 23(2): 1-404.

la. Filaments of stamens erect in bud; shrubs or Woody ClIMDELS ............ccoevereieieieiiiiiieieieeeiee e 18. Poikilospermum
1b. Filaments of stamens inflexed in bud; usually not woody climbers.
2a. Plants armed with stinging hairs; female flowers without staminodes.
3a. Leaves opposite; perianth lobes of female flowers free, lateral pair outer and much smaller than dorsiventral

PAIT oottt ettt ettt ettt bt s bbb b ek s bt ses s R R s ARt s s s s s sk ek R ek s s s s A AR A Attt bttt s bbb s sesesenenas 1. Urtica
3b. Leaves alternate; perianth lobes of female flowers connate or if free then not as above.
4a. Stipules interpetiolar; achene straight, sessile; stigma penicillate-capitate; slender herb to 40 cm ........... 2. Nanocnide

4b. Stipules intrapetiolar; achene strongly oblique, stipitate; stigma filiform, ligulate, or subulate; trees,
shrubs or usually robust herbs.
Sa. Female perianth with 3 lobes fused and the 4th absent or reduced to a bristle; robust herb with
longest stinging hairs mMore than 5 MM ..........cccoeiiiiiiiieeee e sne 5. Girardinia
5b. Female perianth lobes 4, dorsal lobe largest, ventral lobe smallest, joined at base only, never bristle-
like; + woody shrub or tree or herbs with longest stinging hairs less than 5 mm.
6a. Stipules completely joined, apex entire; trees or shrubs; pedicels of female flowers absent

or terete, NOt WINZEd 1N fIUIE c...oueieveiieieiieiecee ettt 4. Dendrocnide
6b. Stipules 2-fid at apex; herbs or subshrubs; pedicels of female flowers always present, winged
TILETUIE Lottt ettt ettt s et s et et e s e st b e b e st et ese st e s ene st eseseneeen 3. Laportea

2b. Plants without stinging hairs; female flowers with or without staminodes.
7a. Cystoliths usually linear or fusiform; stigma sessile, penicillate-capitate; perianth lobes of female flowers
free or connate at base, staminodes present (except in Procris).
8a. Leaves opposite, rarely spirally alternate and then leaf blade peltate; leaf blade usually symmetric.
9a. Flowers usually forming loose cymes or cymose panicles, sometimes spikes or in clusters; achene

without crested aPPENAIX AL APEX ......cvoveveveuererererereieireiiiirietetesesesesesesesesesesesesssssesesesesesesesasesssssesesssssssssssnes 6. Pilea
9b. Flowers inserted on discoid or concave, fleshy receptacle; achene with crested or U-shaped appendix
AL APEX ©oveuieiiiieietetetetetetetese e sese ettt ettt s bbb s st s et e s R R ARttt st et b s bk s et ettt s e s s e R ettt et sesne 7. Lecanthus

8b. Leaves alternate or very strongly heterophyllous with 1 leaf of the pair reduced to a nanophyll very
much smaller than the other, leaves usually distichous; leaf blade usually asymmetric.

! Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 20 Nanxincun, Xiangshan, Beijing 100093, People’s Republic of China.
2 Botanical Museum and Herbarium, Gothersgade 130, DK-1123 Kebenhavn, Denmark.

3 Herbarium, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond, Surrey TW9 3AE, England, United Kingdom.

4 Department of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London SW7 5BD, England, United Kingdom.



URTICACEAE

10a. Perianth lobes of female flowers usually 4 or 5, much shorter than ovary, or strongly reduced,

not corniculate at apex; achene 6—10-ribbed; male inflorescences usually with receptacle,

rarely cymose; female inflorescences with discoid receptacle and bracteoles along margin .......... 9. Elatostema
10b. Perianth lobes of female flowers 3—5, longer than ovary, usually corniculate below apex; achene

tuberculate or striate, rarely smooth, never ribbed; male inflorescences cymose; female

inflorescences cymose or captitate on globose receptacle.

11a. Female inflorescences cymose, rarely with discoid receptacle and involucre; perianth lobes

of female flowers (4 0r)5; StAMINOAES PIESENL .......cveveviierereeeeirieereeieeeiseeeeeseeseees e ses e easeesesnes 8. Pdlionia
11b. Female inflorescences capitate on globose receptacle, but without involucre; perianth lobes
of female flowers 3 or 4; Staminodes ADSENL ...........c.ccoeveeveierierieieeeeeeeteeeeee et eeneas 10. Procris

7b. Cystoliths dotlike or very short blunt rods (botuliform); stigma often on a style, mostly linear, less often
penicillate-capitate; perianth lobes of female flowers usually connate into a tube, rarely strongly reduced,
or absent, staminodes absent.
12a. Stipules absent; flowers sometimes bisexual, each subtended by 1 or more leaflike bracts longer than
the flower, contrasting with the chaffy brown perianth and glossy black achene ...........cccccccoennnenne 24. Parietaria
12b. Stipules present; flowers unisexual, bracts and flowers not as above.
13a. Inflorescence enclosed within involucre, usually bisexual with several male flowers surrounding
1 or 2 female flowers; male flower with 1 stamen; female flower without perianth .................... 25. Droguetia
13b. Inflorescence without involucre, often unisexual; male flower with 3—5 stamens; female flower
with tubular perianth around ovary.
14a. Leaves opposite.
15a. Leafblade margin entire.
16a. Male buds truncate, perianth with annular, often villous, crown formed from

transverse crests of lobes; leaf blade 3-veined from base ..........c.ccceeveevvennnnnn. 15. Gonostegia
16b. Male flowers without this combination of characters; leaf blade with at least
2 major lateral veins arising clearly above base ........c..cccevrerireeierrerinineiennenen. 14. Pouzolzia

15b. Leaf blade margin serrate or dentate.
17a. Stigma ovoid-capitate, on short style; stipules persistent, reflexed at
flowering; slender stoloniferous herb ............cooeeeerriricceericeeereene 13. Chamabainia
17b. Stigma elongated,; stipules often deciduous; shrub or herb, not stoloniferous.
18a. Stigma minute, less than 0.5 mm, hooked, persistent; fruit
symmetrically enlarged at apex; inflorescences paired at nodes,
sessile, + globose, very dense with base partly enveloping stem ........ 16. Cypholophus
18b. Stigma relatively long, variously curved [but if hooked then more
than 1 mm], sometimes deciduous; fruit + symmetric at apex, often
winged; inflorescence various, often pedunculate, if sessile then
base not enveloping stem.
19a. Achene not lustrous, remaining attached to perianth; stigma

PETSISEENE ..ottt ee 12. Boehmeria
19b. Achene lustrous, easily detached from perianth; stigma usually
ECIAUOUS .ottt 14. Pouzolzia

14b. Leaves alternate.
20a. Stigma filiform or ligulate.
218, SHZMA HGUIALE ...oovvvieiereeieiiceiete ettt 11. Archiboehmeria
21b. Stigma filiform.
22a. Female perianth fleshy at maturity, apex with tiny, entire opening, lobes
completely fused; style decidUoUS .........ccooveeirireiinieerireeeceeeeeeees 19. Pipturus
22b. Female perianth not fleshy, apex minutely 2-toothed; style often persistent.
23a. Achene not lustrous, remaining attached to perianth; stigma

PEISISTENT ..ottt enen 12. Boehmeria
23b. Achene lustrous, easily detached from perianth; stigma usually
ECIAUOUS .ottt 14. Pouzolzia

20b. Stigma penicillate, peltate or ringlike.
24a. Inflorescence elongated with short lateral branches, all axes completely
hidden by very closely spaced flowers; stigma ringlike .............cccccceeccuene 17. Sarcochlamys
24b. Inflorescence globose or nearly so or, if more elongated and branched
then axes exposed between discrete glomerules of flowers; stigma
peltate or penicillate.



URTICACEAE

25a. Stigma peltate with long ciliate hairs along margin; achene adnate to
thinly fleshy perianth, surrounded at base or almost wholly enclosed
by discoid or cuplike fleshy receptacle ............cccoovviriririririeieieiereiereieennes 20. Oreocnide
25b. Stigma penicillate; achene without fleshy receptacle.
26a. Perianth of female flowers inconspicuous, connate into a shallow
pocket or absent; leaves usually discolorous, abaxially white
EOIMICILOSE ....cuveveeerereeiteteicieeeaese ettt bbbt nene 23. Maoutia
26b. Perianth of female flowers conspicuous, connate into a tube; leaves
sometimes concolorous.
27a. Female perianth small, cupular, 4 or 5-lobed or -toothed,
adnate to base of ovary; inflorescences paired, unbranched
pedunculate heads ..........cooveveeecierernnnnneeeeeceeee 22. Leucosyke
27b. Female perianth enclosing ovary, tube obovoid or jug-shaped,
mouth contracted, very minutely 3- or 4-toothed, in fruit
often enlarged, fleshy, and adnate to ovary, rarely
membranous and free; inflorescences often branched ....... 21. Debregeasia

1. URTICA Linnaeus, Sp. P1. 2: 983. 1753.
HHJE gian ma shu
Chen Jiarui (P4 %% Chen Chia-jui); Ib Friis, C. Melanie Wilmot-Dear

Herbs, rarely subshrubs, annual or perennial, armed with stinging hairs. Stems often 4-angled. Leaves opposite; stipules often
persistent, interpetiolar, lateral, free or connate; leaf blade 3-5(—7)-veined, margin dentate or incised-lobed; cystoliths often
punctiform, sometimes short botuliform. Inflorescences in axillary pairs; glomerules forming spikes, racemes, panicles, or rarely
capitula, unisexual (plants monoecious or dioecious) or androgynous. Male flowers: perianth lobes 4, imbricate; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary cuplike. Female flowers: perianth lobes 4, free or connate, enlarged in fruit, enclosing achene, strongly unequal,
outer 2 (lateral) smaller than inner 2 (dorsal-ventral) lobes. Ovary straight; stigma sessile or on short style, penicillate-capitate. ovule
orthotropous. Achene straight, compressed, enclosed by persistent perianth. Seed erect, with scanty endosperm; cotyledons
suborbicular, fleshy.

About 30 species: principally in N and S temperate regions, also in montane areas of tropics; 14 species (three endemic) in China.
The stem fibers are used to make ropes, the leaves are used as fodder, and the young shoots are used as a seasoning substitute for sorrel.

la. Stipules connate; inflorescences often branched.
2a. Leaf blade ovate to lanceolate with margin dentate to doubly denticulate or doubly serrulate.
3a. Leafblade ovate to lanceolate, surface wrinkled when dried, margin sharply doubly serrulate; stem
densely pubescent with many StiNGING hairS ...........cocecerirueiririeierieieerieeeee et eeaes 13. U. ardens
3b. Leaf blade lanceolate or rarely narrowly ovate, surface nearly smooth when dried, margin crenate or
inconspicuously double-denticulate to serrulate; stems sparsely pubescent with a few stinging hairs at

1EASE WHEI OLA ..ottt bbb bbbt s et s s s s bbb e s s senenan 14. U. parviflora
2b. Leaf blade broadly ovate or subcordate, with margin lobed or rarely doubly denticulate.
4a. Stipules partly connate, apex 2-10bed O ~CLEft .........ccceiiiiiririeirieieeeeee s 10. U. thunbergiana

4b. Stipules wholly connate, apex obtuse.
5a. Leaf margin shallowly 5—7-lobed or palmately 3-lobed (lobes + pinnately lobed again), lobe margin

serrulate; inflorescences with a few short branches or almost unbranched .............cococeveueueecciicnnnnnnene 11. U. fissa
5b. Leaf margin usually 10- or more lobed, lobe margin doubly serrulate; inflorescences with many long
DIAINCRES ...ttt ettt 12. U. mairei

1b. Stipules mostly free (sometimes partly connate with 2-lobed apex on upper parts of plant in U. lagtevirens);
inflorescences unbranched or branched.
6a. Plants usually dioecious; inflorescences branched.
7a. Plants often with dense stinging and setose hairs; leaf blade ovate or lanceolate, base cordate; petiole

1/6—-1/2 @S 10N 8S 1€AT DIAAE ......vviveiiieiiiiieieeeceteee ettt s bbb sesenas 9. U. dioica
7b. Plants with sparse stinging and setose hairs; leaf blade lanceolate to linear, base rounded or notched;
petiole 1/15—1/5 as 1ong as 16af blade ..........covvrierereieieieiiiieeeeeee et snas 8. U. angustifolia

6b. Plants monoecious; inflorescences, at least female ones, unbranched or nearly so.
8a. Inflorescences bisexual, containing proximal female flowers and distal male flowers.
9a. Plant always annual; leaf blade broadly elliptic, apex obtuse-rounded; perianth lobes of female flowers
connate at base, sparsely setulose along MATZIN ...........ccecvevereririeeririeririeieirieeeetee ettt se e eesenenes 3. U. urens
9b. Plant perennial; leaf blade ovate to lanceolate, apex acute to shortly acuminate; perianth lobes of female
flowers connate 1/2 of length, subglabrous.
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10a. Stipules 47 mm; leaf margin dentate or doubly serrate; achene ca. 0.8 mm ..........ccccoeeeee. 1. U. atrichocaulis
10b. Stipules ca. 2 mm; leaf margin incised-serrulate; achene ca. 1 MM .........ccocoevvieirivirieieieeennnne 2. U. taiwaniana
8b. Inflorescences often unisexual, containing either male or female flowers.
11a. Male inflorescences in distal axils; female perianth lobes without stinging hairs; cystoliths often

botuliform

......................... 7. U. laetevirens

11b. Male inflorescences usually in proximal axils; female perianth lobes with stinging hairs; cystoliths

often punctiform.

12a. Female perianth lobes membranous, inner pair 2 times as long as achene; petiole

(T ) N R

............................................................................... 6. U. hyperborea

12b. Female perianth lobes herbaceous, inner pair subequal to achene; petiole 1-8 cm.
13a. Achene smooth; female inflorescences in fruit drooping; outer 2 female perianth lobes

1/7-1/5 as long as inner 2 .................

...................................................................................... 9. U. diocica

13b. Achene verrucose; female inflorescences in fruit erect or spreading; outer 2 female
perianth lobes 1/4-1/2 as long as inner 2.
14a. Leaf margin 3—5-palmatisect or -palmatipartite, with pinnatisect lobes; female
perianth lobes connate for 1/3 of length ..........cccocovieivieieieieieeceecees 5. U. cannabina
14b. Leaf margin coarsely dentate or sharply serrate; female perianth lobes connate

atbase only ......cccceevvveeiveereennne

1. Urtica atrichocaulis (Handel-Mazzetti) C. J. Chen, Bull.
Bot. Res., Harbin 3(2): 109. 1983.

/NREF R xiao guo gian ma

Urtica dioica var. atrichocaulis Handel-Mazzetti, Symb.
Sin. 7: 110. 1929.

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes woody. Stems
gracile, simple or branched, 30-150 cm tall; stems, petioles,
and both surfaces of leaf blade sparsely hirtellous, armed with
stinging hairs, particularly on nodes. Stipules free, oblong-
linear, 4-7 mm, puberulent; petiole 1-4 cm; leaf blade ovate or
narrowly ovate, rarely lanceolate, 2.5-7(-9) x 1-3 cm, 3-
veined, base broadly cuneate, rounded or shallowly cordate,
margin 12—15-dentate or rarely doubly serrate, apex acute or
shortly acuminate; cystoliths punctiform. Inflorescences con-
taining proximal female flowers and distal male flowers,
spicate, as long as petioles. Male flowers short pedicellate, in
bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length, puberu-
lent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length,
dorsal-ventral lobes elliptic-ovate, as long as achene, lateral
lobes shorter reaching to 1/3 of distal part of larger lobes,
subglabrous. Achene ovoid, compressed, 0.8 mm, smooth, en-
closed by persistent perianth lobes. F1. May—Jul, fr. Jul-Sep.

e Valleys, along streams, roadsides; 3002600 m. SW Guizhou,
Sichuan, Yunnan.

2. Urticataiwanianas. S. Ying, Quart. J. Chinese Forest. 8(3):
107. 1975.

BIESH tai wan gian ma

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes present. Stems
simple or shortly branched, 30-80 cm tall, sparsely hirtellous,
armed with stinging hairs. Stipules free, lanceolate, ca. 2 mm,
puberulent; petiole 1-3 cm, sparsely armed with stinging and
appressed-puberulent hairs; leaf blade ovate to ovate-lanceolate,
3—6 x 1.54 cm, 3(-5)-veined, with stinging and setulose hairs
on both surfaces, base broadly cuneate or shallowly cordate,
margin incised-serrulate, apex acute or acuminate; cystoliths
punctiform. Inflorescences containing proximal female flowers
and distal male flowers, spicate, to 4 cm in fruit. Male flowers
short pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2

.............................................................................. 4. U. triangularis

of length, puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate
1/2 of length, dorsal-ventral lobes elliptic-ovate, as long as
achene, lateral lobes shorter reaching to apical 1/3 of dorsal-
ventral lobes, subglabrous. Achene ovoid, compressed, 1 mm,
smooth, invested by persistent perianth lobes. Fl. Jun—Jul, fr.
Jul-Sep.

o Thickets, along streams, mountain roadsides; 3400-3600 m. C
Taiwan.

3. Urtica urensLinnaeus, Sp. Pl. 1: 984. 1753.
KR ou gian ma

Herbs annual. Stems branched, 10-60 cm tall, sparsely
puberulent and somewhat densely armed with stinging hairs;
lower internodes 4-7 cm, upper internodes 1-3 cm. Stipules
free, narrowly triangular, 1-2.5 mm, ciliate; petiole 1-2.5 cm,
puberulent, sparsely armed with stinging hairs; leaf blade
broadly elliptic, sometimes ovate or obovate, 1.2—6 x 0.6-3 cm,
S-veined, often subglabrous except for sparse stinging hairs on
both surfaces, base broadly cuneate or rounded, margin 6-11-
dentate, apex obtuse-rounded; cystoliths punctiform, distinct
adaxially. Inflorescences containing proximal female flowers
and distal male flowers, spicate, 0.5-2.5 cm. Male flowers short
pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of
length, puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate at
base, dorsal-ventral lobes ovate, equaling achene, often with 1
stinging hair on dorsal rib, sparsely setulose along margin,
lateral lobes ovate, ca. 5 times as small as others. Achene
brownish gray, ovoid, compressed, 0.8 mm, verrucose, invested
by persistent perianth lobes. F1. May—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Forest margins, roadsides, near villages; 500-1000 m in N China,
2800-2900 m in SW China. Liaoning, Qinghai, Xinjiang (Altay region),
S Xizang [Africa, Asia, Europe, very widely distributed in temperate
regions and tropical highlands].

Wright (in 1899) and Handel-Mazzetti (in 1929) reported this

species from Zhejiang, in SE China; however, we have seen no material
from there. If present in Zhejiang, the plants must be naturalized.

4. Urtica triangularis Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 110.
1929.

= MAME K san jiao ye qian ma
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Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes woody, ca. 1 cm
in diam. Stems light purplish, branched, 60-150 cm tall; stems
and petioles sparsely hirtellous, armed with stinging hairs.
Stipules free, linear-lanceolate, 5—10 mm, puberulent; petiole
1-5 cm; leaf blade triangular, triangular-lanceolate, sometimes
ovate, 2.5-11 x 1-5 cm, 3-veined, lateral veins 2—4 each side,
adaxial surface with sparse stinging hirtellous hairs, abaxial
surface with sparse stinging and pubescent hairs, base rounded,
truncate, or shallowly cordate, margin coarsely 7—12-dentate or
sharply serrate, sometimes doubly serrate or several pinnate
lobes in the lower part, apex acute, sometimes short acuminate;
cystoliths punctiform. Inflorescences unisexual; male inflores-
cences in distal axils, paniculate, spreading; female inflores-
cences in proximal axils, spicate, erect or drooping, with a thick
axis and few branches in the proximal part. Male flowers short
pedicellate or sessile, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes connate
1/2 of length, puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes con-
nate at base, dorsal-ventral lobes equal to achene in size and
shape, setulose and with 1-3 stinging hairs, lateral lobes ovate,
2-3 x as long as dorsal ones, herbaceous. Achene brownish,
ovoid, compressed, 1.2-2 mm, verrucose, sometimes puberu-
lent, with sunken dots, invested by persistent perianth lobes. F1.
Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

e Thickets, meadows, along streams, valleys, roadsides, near vil-
lages; 25004100 m. Gansu, Qinghai, W Sichuan, E Xizang, NW Yun-
nan.

la. Leafblade ovate or lanceolate, base
often rounded, lateral basal nerves
reaching to teeth of upper margin;
inflorescences drooping in fruit;
achene asperulate ............cceceueunnee. 4c. subsp. trichocarpa
1b. Leafblade angustate triangular, base
truncate or shallowly cordate, lateral
basal nerves reaching to the middle-
lower margin; inflorescences straight;
achene verrucose.
2a. Leaf margin coarsely dentate or
sharply serrate, sometimes
double-serrate in the lower
DAt e 4a. subsp. triangularis
2b. Leaf margin with several pinnati-
fid lobes in the lower part ........ 4b. subsp. pinnatifida

4a. Urticatriangularis subsp. triangularis
Z M-SR IR san jiao ye gian ma (yuan ya zhong)

Leaf blade often narrowly triangular, lateral basal veins
reaching middle-proximal margin, base truncate or shallowly
cordate, margin coarsely dentate or sharply serrate, sometimes
doubly serrate near base, apex acute; inflorescences erect; fe-
male perianth lateral lobes setulose; achene ca. 2 mm, finely
verrucose. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

e Moist places along streams, valleys, roadsides, near villages;
2500-3700 m. S Qinghai, W Sichuan, E Xizang, NW Yunnan.

4b. Urtica triangularis subsp. pinnatifida (Handel-Mazzetti)
C.J. Chenin C. Y. Wu, Fl. Xizang. 1: 526. 1983.

PEFH yu lie gian ma

Urtica triangularis f. pinnatifida Handel-Mazzetti, Symb.
Sin. 7: 111. 1929.

Leaf blade often narrowly triangular, lateral basal veins
reaching middle-proximal margin, base truncate or shallowly
cordate, margin coarsely dentate or sharply serrate distally and
pinnatifid near base; inflorescences erect; female perianth lat-
eral lobes setulose and with stinging hairs; achene coarsely ver-
rucose. F1. Jun—-Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

o Thickets, meadows, along streams; (2700-)3400-4100 m. S
Gansu, Qinghai, E Xizang, NW Yunnan.

4c. Urtica triangularis subsp. trichocarpa C. J. Chen, Bull.
Bot. Res., Harbin 3(2): 111. 1983.

BRI mao guo gian ma

Leaf blade ovate or lanceolate, lateral basal veins reaching
teeth of distal margin, base often rounded, sometimes shallowly
cordate, margin coarsely dentate, apex acute or acuminate; in-
florescences drooping; female perianth lateral lobes narrowly
ovate or oblong, setulose; achene sparsely setulose, with sunken
dots. F1. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

o Thickets, roadsides; 2200-3000 m. Gansu, NE Qinghai, NW
Sichuan.

5. Urtica cannabina Linnacus, Sp. P1. 2: 984. 1753.
RS ma ye gqian ma
Urtica cannabina f. angustiloba Chu.

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes woody. Stems
branched, 50-150 cm tall, sparsely hirtellous, sparsely armed
with stinging hairs. Stipules free, linear, 5-15 mm, puberulent
on both surfaces; petiole 2-8 cm, puberulent, with stinging
hairs; leaf blade 5-angled in outline, 715 % 3.5-10 cm, abaxial
surface puberulent and sparsely armed stinging hairs on veins,
adaxial surface sparsely setulose, then glabrescent, margin 3-
palmatisect or parmatipartite, primary lobes pinnatisect,
gradually shortened distally, secondary lobes irregularly in-
cised-serrate or shallowly serrate; cystoliths punctiform,
densely adaxially. Inflorescences unisexual; male inflores-
cences in proximal axils, paniculate, 5-8 cm; female ones in
distal axils, spicate, 2-7 cm, often erect, with a thick axis and
few branches in proximal part. Male flowers short pedicellate
or sessile, in bud 1.2-1.5 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of
length, ovate, puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes con-
nate at basal 1/3, herbaceous, dorsal-ventral lobes elliptic-ovate,
24 mm, setulose and with 1-4 stinging hairs, lateral lobes
ovate or oblong-ovate, 3—4 times as short as dorsal ones, often
with single stinging hair. Achene gray-brownish, ovoid, slightly
compressed, 2-3 mm, apex acute, verrucose, invested by
persistent perianth lobes. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

Thickets, grasslands, sand dunes, sandy beaches, river banks,
roadsides, near villages, weed-infested places; 800-2800 m. Gansu,
Hebei, Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, Ningxia, Qinghai,
Shaanxi, Shanxi, N and W Sichuan, Xinjiang [Mongolia, Russia
(Siberia); C and SW Asia, Europe].

6. Urtica hyperborea Jacquin ex Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 68.
1856.

RS gao yuan gian ma
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Herbs perennial, caespitose, monoecious or dioecious.
Rhizomes woody, thick. Stems pale brownish and purplish,
simple or branched, cylindric basally, somewhat 4-angled api-
cally, 10-50 cm tall, sparsely puberulent and densely armed
with stinging hairs; internodes compact. Stipules free, reflexed,
oblong or oblong-ovate, 2—4 mm, ciliate; petiole 0.2-0.5(-1.6)
cm, puberulent, with stinging hairs; leaf blade green-blue when
dry, ovate or cordate, 1.5-7 x 1-5 cm, 3(-5)-veined, lateral
basal veins arcuate, reaching distal margin and anastomosing,
impressed adaxially, prominent abaxially, both surfaces with
stinging and puberulent hairs, base cordate, margin 6—11-den-
tate, apex acute or short acuminate; cystoliths punctiform, con-
spicuous adaxially. Inflorescences unisexual, male ones in
proximal axils, short spicate or in clusters, 1-2.5 cm. Male
flowers long pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.3 mm, perianth lobes
connate 1/2 of length, hirtellous. Female flowers: perianth lobes
connate at base, membranous, unequal, dorsal-ventral lobes
much larger, suborbicular, 3—5 mm, 2 times as long as achene,
setulose and sometimes with 1 or 2 stinging hairs on ribs, lateral
lobes ovate, 8—10 times as short as dorsal ones. Achene pale
gray, oblong-ovoid, compressed, ca. 2 mm, smooth, invested by
persistent perianth lobes. Fl. Jun—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Alpine meadows, thickets, crevices; 30005200 m. S Gansu,
Qinghai, NW Sichuan, S Xinjiang, Xizang [Sikkim].

The invalidly published “ Urtica kunlunshanica” Chang Y. Yang
(Claves Pl. Xinjiang. 2: 84. 1982) belongs here.

7. Urtica laetevirens Maximowicz, Bull. Acad. Imp. Sci.
Saint-Pétersbourg 22: 236. 1877.

% 2 kuan ye gian ma

Herbs perennial, monoecious, rarely dioecious. Rhizomes
woody. Stems simple or few branched, 30—100 cm tall, subgla-
brous or sparsely hirtellous and with sparsely stinging hairs,
particularly on nodes. Stipules free (sometimes partly connate
with 2-lobed apex on upper parts of plant), lanceolate or
oblong, 3-8 mm, puberulent; petiole slender, 1.5-7 cm, with
sparse stinging and hirtellous hairs; leaf blade ovate, cordate or
lanceolate, often gradually narrow distally, 4-10 X 2-6 cm,
often membranous, 3-veined, lateral basal veins arcuate, reach-
ing distal margin and anastomosing, secondary veins 2 or 3 on
each side, both surfaces with sparse stinging and hirtellous
hairs, base broadly cuneate, rounded, or cordate, margin dentate
or serrate, apex short acuminate to caudate-acuminate; cysto-
liths often botuliform, sometimes punctiform. Inflorescences
unisexual; male inflorescences in distal axils, spicate, to 8 cm;
female ones in proximal axils, subspicate, slender, sometimes
glomerules interruped along axis. Male flowers sessile or short
pedicellate, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of
length, puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate at
base, dorsal-ventral lobes elliptic-ovate, ca. 1 mm, sparsely or
densely setulose, lateral lobes narrowly ovate, 3—5 times as
short as dorsal ones Achene gray-brown, ovoid or narrowly
ovoid, slightly compressed, ca. 1 mm, inconspicuously verru-
cose or smooth, invested by persistent perianth lobes. F1. Jun—
Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

Moist places in forests, thickets, along streams, river banks; 100—
3500 m. Anhui, Gansu, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, E
Jilin, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, SE Qinghai, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi,
Sichuan, SE Xizang, Yunnan [Japan, Korea, Russia (Far East)].

Dmitry Geltman (pers. comm.) believes that Urtica silvatica
should be treated as a separate species and not as a synonym of U.
laetevirens. The former species has connate stipules, whereas the latter
species always has free stipules.

la. Stipules on upper parts of stems partially
connate; achene ovoid, apex obtuse,

VETTUCOSE «.voveveerrereneeresennensesseseaneneesnes 7a. subsp. laetevirens
1b. Stipules all free; achene narrowly
ovoid, apex acute, smooth ............... 7b. subsp. cyanescens

7a. Urtica laetevirens subsp. lagtevirens
e SR (EEA) kuan ye gian ma (yuan ya zhong)

Urtica dentata Handel-Mazzetti; U. laetevirens subsp.
dentata (Handel-Mazzetti) C. J. Chen; U. pachyrrhachis
Handel-Mazzetti; U. silvatica Handel-Mazzetti.

Stipules free below, partially connate in upper stems; leaf
blade green or dark green when dry, ovate or lanceolate, outer
secondary veins often reaching teeth, base broadly cuneate or
rounded; cystoliths botuliform with mixture of punctiform ones;
achene ovoid, apex obtuse, verrucose, persistent perianth lobes
sparsely setulose. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

Moist places in forests, thickets, along streams; 800-3500 m.
Anhui, Gansu, Hebei, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, SE
Qinghai, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi, Sichuan, SE Xizang, Yunnan
[Japan, Korea, Russia (Far East)].

7b. Urtica laetevirens subsp. cyanescens (Komarov ex Jar-
molenko) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 3(2): 115. 1983.

L7 BER wu su li gian ma

Urtica cyanescens Komarov ex Jarmolenko in Komarov,
F1. URSS 5: 714. 1936.

Stipules all free; leaf blade blue-green when dry, broadly
ovate or ovate, thin membranous, outer secondary veins often
reaching teeth, base broadly cuneate or rounded; cystoliths line-
ar or botuliform; achene narrowly ovoid, apex acute, smooth,
persistent perianth lobes densely setulose. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—
Sep.

Moist places in Pinus or mixed forests, river banks; 1001000 m.
Heilongjiang, E Jilin, E Liaoning [N Korea, Russia (Far East)].

Dmitry Geltman (pers. comm.) believes that Urtica cyanescens is
a pure synomym of U. laetevirens. If an extremely narrow species
concept were adopted, U. cyanescens could be separated from U.
laetevirens, but then it would be necessary to treat U. laetevirens as an
endemic of Hokkaido, Japan, from where it was described.

8. Urtica angustifalia Fischer ex Hornemann, Suppl. Hort.
Bot. Hafn. 107. 1819.

M xia ye qian ma

Urtica dioica var. angustifolia (Fischer ex Hornemann)
Ledebour; U. foliosa Blume.

Herbs perennial, dioecious. Rhizomes woody, stolonifer-
ous. Stems branched or simple, 40—150 cm tall; stems, petioles,
and both surfaces of leaf blade sparsely hirtellous and armed
with stinging hairs. Stipules free, linear, 6-12 mm; petiole
short, 0.5-2 cm; leaf blade oblong-lanceolate to ovate-lanceo-
late, rarely linear or ovate, 4-15 x 1-3.5(-5.5) cm, often herba-
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ceous, 3-veined, lateral basal veins parallel to midvein in mid-
dle of blade, with secondary veins 2 or 3 on each side, adaxial
surface often rough, base rounded, rarely shallowly cordate,
margin coarsely 9-15(-19)-dentate or serrate, teeth tapered or
incurved-tipped, ciliate, apex long acuminate or acute; cysto-
liths often punctiform. Inflorescences paniculate, sometimes
with few, short branchlike spikes, 2-8 cm. Male flowers in bud
ca. 2 mm, perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length, puberulent.
Female flowers: perianth lobes connate at base, dorsal-ventral
lobes elliptic-ovate, ca. 1 mm, sparsely setulose or subglabrous,
lateral lobes narrowly obovate, 1/2 the length of dorsal ones.
Achene brownish gray, ovoid or broadly ovoid, slightly com-
pressed, 0.8-1 mm, smooth or inconspicuously verrucose,
invested by persistent perianth lobes. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

Moist places in forests, thickets, stream banks; 8002200 m.
Hebei, Heilongjiang, Jilin, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, Shandong, Shanxi
[Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Russia (Far East, Siberia)].

The species is similar to Urtica dioica in having dioecious plants,
paniculate inflorescences, and similar stipule and achene features;
however, it differs in having sparser stinging hairs, narrower leaves with
a rounded base, and much shorter petioles. The taxa could either be
sister species, or U. angustifolia could be an eastern geographical
vicariant of U. dioica.

9. Urtica dioica Linnaeus, Sp. P1. 2: 984. 1753.
FARSHR yi zhu gian ma

Herbs perennial, dioecious, rarely monoecious. Rhizomes
woody, stoloniferous. Stems simple or few branched, 40-100
cm tall; stems and petioles often densely or sometimes sparsely
covered with stinging and setulose hairs. Stipules free, linear,
(2-)5-8 mm; petiole 2.5-4 cm; leaf blade ovate, sometimes
lanceolate, 5-13 x 2.5-6 cm, often herbaceous, (3—)5-veined,
lateral basal veins reaching distal margin and anastomosing,
secondary veins 3—5 each side, adaxial surface sparsely covered
with stinging and setulose hairs, abaxial surface often densely
covered with long, stinging and setulose hairs along veins, base
cordate, margin coarsely 15-21-serrate or -dentate, teeth often
incurved-tipped, apex acuminate or long acuminate; cystoliths
punctiform. Inflorescences paniculate, 3—7 cm; female inflores-
cences with slender axes, often drooping in fruit. Male flowers
in bud ca. 1.4 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length,
puberulent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate at 1/4 of
lower part, dorsal-ventral lobes elliptic-ovate, 1.2—1.5 mm,
sparingly setulose, lateral lobes narrowly elliptic, 2-3 x as long
as the dorsal ones, Achene brownish gray, ovoid or narrowly
ovoid, slightly compressed, 1-1.2(-1.4) mm, smooth, invested
by persistent perianth lobes. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

Moist places in forests, thickets, grasslands, stream banks; (500-)
2200-5000 m. E Gansu, Qinghai, NW Sichuan, W Xinjiang, Xizang
[Afghanistan, C Himalayas; N Africa, Europe, North America).

Dmitry Geltman (pers. comm.) notes that U. dioica subsp. son-
denii (Simmons) A. Love & D. Love (U. dioica var. sondenii Simmons;
U. sondenii (Simmons) Avrorin ex Geltman) occurs in the mountainous
regions of Xinjiang (Altay Shan, etc.).

la. Plants sparsely covered with stinging and
puberulent hairs or subglabrous; petiole
1/6-1/3 as long as leaf blade; leaf blade

lanceolate with rounded base ............ 9b. subsp. afghanica
1b. Plants densely covered with stinging
and setulose hairs; petiole 1/2 as long
as leaf blade; leaf blade often ovate
with cordate base.
2a. Leafblade (3-)5-11 x (1.3-)2.54
cm, margin serrate; stipules (2-)5-8
mm; female inflorescences paniculate,
longer than petioles ...........cccccueuee... 9a. subsp. dioica
2b. Leafblade 4-7 x 2.5-6 cm, margin
incised denticulate; stipules 1-3 mm;
female inflorescences subspicate,
shorter than petioles ................. 9c. subsp. gansuensis

9a. Urtica dioica subsp. dicica
SRR TR yi zhu gian ma (yuan ya zhong)

Urtica dioica var. wulgaris Weddell; U. tibetica W. T.
Wang.

Plants densely covered with stinging and setulose hairs.
Stipules 5-8 mm; petiole 1/2 as long as leaf blade; leaf blade
often ovate, sometimes lanceolate, 5-11 x 2.5-4 cm, base cor-
date, margin serrate. Female inflorescences paniculate, longer
than petioles, often drooping. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

Partly shady and moist places in forests, thickets, stream banks;
32004800 m. Qinghai, W Xinjiang, C and W Xizang [C Asia (C
Himalayas); N Africa, Europe, North America].

Urtica tibetica is treated here as merely a shade form of U. dioica
subsp. dioica.

9b. Urtica dioica subsp. afghanica Chrtek, FI. Tran. Cont. Nr.
105: 3. 1974.

A FARM wei jian yi zhu gian ma
Urtica dioica subsp. xingjiangensis C. J. Chen.

Plants sparsely covered with stinging and puberulent hairs
or subglabrous. Stipules 5-9 mm,; petiole 5-6 times as long as
leaf blade; leaf blade lanceolate, 9—13 x 3—5 cm, base rounded,
margin coarsely serrate, teeth incurved or tapered, apex long
caudate. Female inflorescences paniculate, longer than petioles,
often drooping. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

Partly shady and moist places in forests, thickets, grasslands,
stream banks; (500—-)2400-5000 m. W Xinjiang, NE and W Xizang
[Afghanistan].

9c. Urtica dioica subsp. gansuensis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 3(2): 119. 1983.

H R FESHE gan su yi zhu gian ma

Plants densely covered with stinging and setulose hairs.
Stipules triangular or linear, 1-3 mm; petiole equal to or 1/2 as
long as leaf blade; leaf blade cordate often ovate-cordate, 47 x
2.5-6 cm, base cordate, margin incised denticulate. Female in-
florescences subspicate, shorter than petioles, often drooping.
FIL. Jun—Aug, fr. Sep.

® Moist places in forests, stream banks; 2200-2800 m. E Gansu,
NW Sichuan.



URTICACEAE

10. Urtica thunbergiana Siebold & Zuccarini, Abh. Math.-
Phys. Cl. Kénigl. Bayer. Akad. Wiss. 4(3): 214. 1846.

A\ ZE K yao ren qian ma
Urtica macrorrhiza Handel-Mazzetti.

Herbs perennial, dioecious or monoecious. Rhizomes
woody. Stems caespitose, simple or many branched, 60—150 cm
tall, ca. 1 cm in diam., antrorsely setulose, armed with spread-
ing stinging hairs, dense in lower parts, sparser in upper parts.
Stipules brownish or greenish, interpetiolar, connate, narrowly
ovate, oblong or oblong-ovate, 7-15 mm, herbaceous, with sev-
eral ribs, puberulent, with cystoliths, apex shallowly 2-cleft or
emarginate, petiole 1-9 cm, armed with stinging and retrorsely
setulose hairs; leaf blade greenish brown abaxially, dark brown-
ish adaxially when dry, triangular-ovate, oblong-ovate, broadly
ovate or cordate, 5-12 x 2.5-11 cm, herbaceous or thinly pa-
pery, 5-veined, lateral basal veins arcuate, reaching distal mar-
gin, secondary veins 2 or 3 each side, both surfaces sparsely
armed with stinging and appressed setulose hairs, base truncate
to cordate, margin coarsely doubly dentate or incised-lobed,
lobes 1- or 2-denticulate each side, apex shortly acuminate or
acute; cystoliths botuliform on both surfaces. Inflorescences
unisexual, male inflorescences in proximal axils; paniculate,
with a few branches, longer than petioles; female ones in distal
axils. Male flowers subsessile, in bud 1-1.2 mm; perianth lobes
connate 1/2 of length, sparsely puberulent. Female perianth
lobes connate at base, dorsal-ventral lobes brownish, elliptic-
ovate, setulose, lateral lobes broadly ovate, 1/4—1/3 as long
as dorsal ones. Achene light brownish, broadly ovoid, slight-
ly compressed, ca. | mm, conspicuously verrucose, invested by
persistent perianth lobes. F1. Jul-Sep, fr. Aug—Oct.

Shady, moist places in forests, along streams, valleys; 1200-2500
m. Taiwan, W Yunnan [S Japan].

The coarsely doubly dentate margins of the leaves on the main
stem of the type of Urtica macrorrhiza, from Yunnan, correspond very
well with U. thunbergiana, from Taiwan and, outside China, Japan. This
disjunction in distribution is most unusual.

11. UrticafissaE. Pritzel, Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 29: 301. 1900.
HH gian ma
Urtica pinfaensisH. Léveillé & Blin.

Herbs perennial, monoecious or rarely dioecious. Rhi-
zomes stoloniferous. Stems branched, 40-100 cm tall; stems
and petioles densely puberulent and covered with spreading,
stinging hairs. Stipules greenish, interpetiolar, connate, oblong-
ovate or oblong, 10-20 mm, herbaceous, 10-20-ribbed, puberu-
lent, with cystoliths, apex obtuse, petiole 2—-8 cm; leaf blade
dark greenish or greenish, broadly ovate, elliptic, 5-angled, or
suborbicular in outline, 5-15 x 3-14 c¢cm, submembranous or
herbaceous, 5-veined, lateral basal veins reaching distal lobes,
secondary veins 3—6 each side, adaxial surface sparsely armed
with stinging and setulose hairs, abaxial surface densely light
greenish pubescent and with stinging hairs on veins, base trun-
cate or cordate, margin shallowly 5-7-lobed or palmately 3-
lobed (irregularly 2—4-lobed again), lobes gradually enlarged
distally, deltoid or oblong, 1-5 cm, dentate-serrulate, apex acu-
minate or acute; cystoliths botuliform or subpunctiform on both

surfaces. Inflorescences unisexual, male inflorescences usually
in proximal axils, paniculate with a few branches or sometimes
subspicate, to 10 cm, longer than petioles; female ones in distal
axils. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.4 mm; perianth
lobes connate below middle, sparsely puberulent. Female peri-
anth lobes connate at base, dorsal-ventral lobes suborbicular,
setulose, lateral lobes suborbicular, ca. 4 times as short as dorsal
ones. Achene light brownish, broadly ovoid or subglobose,
slightly compressed, ca. 1 mm, conspicuously verrucose, in-
vested by persistent perianth lobes. F1. Jul-Oct, fr. Sep—Nov.

Partly shady, moist places in forests, thickets, along streams,
roadsides; 100-2000 m. Anhui, Fujian, SE Gansu, Guangxi, Guizhou,
Henan, Hubei, Hunan, S Shaanxi, C Yunnan, Zhejiang [Vietnam].

This species is widely distributed in the temperature areas of Chi-
na. It is variable in its leaf margin: populations in Hubei, Shaanxi, and
Sichuan have more palmately 3-partite or 3-lobed leaf blades.

12. Urtica mairel H. Léveillé, Repert. Spec. Nov. Regni Veg.
12: 183. 1913.

P S dian zang qian ma

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes stoloniferous.
Stems few branched, to 100 c¢m tall; stems and petioles puberu-
lent and densely or sparsely covered with stinging hairs. Stip-
ules greenish, interpetiolar, connate, oblong or ovate-oblong,
10-15 mm, herbaceous, 7-10-ribbed, puberulent and with
cystoliths on both surfaces, apex obtuse; petiole 3-8 cm; leaf
blade broadly ovate or cordate, sometimes oblong, 6-15 x 3-10
cm, 5-veined, lateral basal veins reaching middle lobes, secon-
dary veins 3-5 each side, adaxial surface with sparse, stinging
and setulose hairs, abaxial surface densely setulose and sparsely
armed with stinging hairs on veins, base cordate or rounded,
margin doubly dentate or many lobed, lobes deltoid, denticu-
late, interlobes 0.7-2 cm, apex shortly acuminate; cystoliths
punctiform, rarely botuliform adaxially. Inflorescences unisex-
ual, paniculate with many long branches, spreading, 4-10 cm,
longer than petioles; male flowers in proximal axils; female
flowers in distal axils. Male flowers shortly pedicellate, in bud
ca. 1.4 mm, perianth lobes connate below middle. sparsely
puberulent. Female flowers slenderly pedunculate; perianth
lobes connate at base, dorsal-ventral lobes suborbicular, setu-
lose, lateral lobes suborbicular, ca. 1/3 as long as dorsal ones.
Achene light brownish, oblong-globose or subglobose, slightly
compressed, ca. 1 mm, inconspicuously verrucose, invested by
persistent perianth lobes. Fl. May—Aug, fr. Jul-Dec.

Partly shady, moist places in forests, thickets, along streams,
roadsides; 1500-3400 m. SW Sichuan, SE Xizang, Yunnan [Bhutan, N
India, Myanmar].

13. Urtica ardens Link, Enum. Hort. Berol. 2: 385. 1822.
ZRERSF MK xu mi gian ma

Urtica himalayensis Kunth & Bouché; U. mairel H.
Léveillé var. oblongifolia C. J. Chen; U. zayuensis C. J. Chen.

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes woody. Stems
branched, to 150 cm tall; stems, at least when old, and petioles
sparsely armed with stinging and setulose hairs. Stipules dark
brownish, interpetiolar, connate, oblong, 7-14 mm, herbaceous,
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with several ribs, appressed puberulent abaxially, apex obtuse;
petiole 1.5-4.5 cm; leaf blade black or dark brownish when dry,
narrowly ovate to lanceolate, 5-15 x 2—6 cm, herbaceous, 5-
veined, lateral basal veins reaching middle, secondary veins 3
or 4 on each side, anastomosing before margin, adaxial surface
glabrescent, abaxial surface setulose, base rounded or cordate,
margin dentate or doubly denticulate, apex acuminate; cysto-
liths punctiform, rarely botuliform. Inflorescences containing
male and female flowers, paniculate, with few short branches,
longer than petioles. Male flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm;
perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length, sparsely puberulent. Fe-
male flowers: perianth lobes connate at base, dorsal-ventral
lobes broadly ovate, setulose, lateral lobes ovate, ca. 1/4 as long
as dorsal ones. Achene light brownish, broadly ovoid, slightly
compressed, ca. 1 mm, verrucose, invested by persistent peri-
anth lobes. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Nov.

Open or partly shady moist places in forests, thickets, along
streams; 2400-2700 m. W Guangxi, SE Xizang, C and S Yunnan
[Bhutan, N India, Nepal, Sikkim)].

This species has been confused with Urtica parviflora, but that
species has leaves broadly ovate, almost smooth when dried, with mar-
gins coarsely doubly dentate and stipules 2-cleft. Hara confused this
species in SE Xizang and Yunnan with U. mairei, which has leaf mar-
gins doubly dentate (not lobed), stipules membranous, male inflores-
cences borne in distal axils, and achenes smooth.

14. Urtica parviflora Roxburgh, Fl. Ind., ed. 1832, 3: 581.
1832.

[B] 5 3k yuan guo gian ma

Herbs perennial, monoecious. Rhizomes long stolonifer-

ous. Stems slender, simple or few branched, 25-50 cm tall;
stems, petioles, and both surfaces of leaf blade sparsely hirtel-
lous and armed with stinging hairs. Stipules greenish, inter-
petiolar, connate, ovate or oblong-ovate, 4-6 mm, membranous,
with several ribs, apex shallowly 2-cleft or emarginate; petiole
slender, 2.5-7 cm; leaf blade broadly ovate or ovate-cordate,
2.5-8.5 x 2-7 cm, often membranous, 5-veined, lateral basal
veins arcuate, reaching middle margin, secondary veins 2—4
each side, base rounded or shallowly cordate, margin doubly
dentate, teeth increasing in size distally, apex acuminate;
cystoliths botuliform or sometimes punctiform. Inflorescences
unisexual; male inflorescences in distal axils, spicate, 4-7 cm;
female ones in proximal axils, subspicate, slender, with a few
short branches, or male flowers in middle axils, female flowers
in proximal and distal axils, subequal to or shorter than petioles.
Male flowers sessile or short pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.3 mm;
perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length, densely hirtellous, then
glabrescent. Female flowers: perianth lobes connate at base,
unequal, dorsal-ventral lobes suborbicular, sparsely setulose,
lateral lobes broadly obovate, ca. 2 times as short as dorsal
ones. Achene yellowish green, broadly ellipsoid-ovoid, slightly
compressed, ca. 1 mm, smooth, invested by persistent perianth
lobes. F1. May—Jun, fr. Jul-Aug.

Partly shady, moist places of evergreen forests, along streams,
roadsides; 15002400 m. W Guangxi, S Xizang, NW Yunnan [Bhutan,
N India, Kashmir, Nepal, Sikkim].

This species has been confused with Urtica ardens, e.g., by Chen
(in FRPS), but that species has a denser, setulose indumentum and an
often ovate leaf blade with the surface conspicuously wrinkled and the
margin sharply doubly serrulate.

2. NANOCNIDE Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 154. 1856.
€ 5 % JE hua dian cao shu
Chen Jiarui (P %% Chen Chia-jui); Ib Friis, C. Melanie Wilmot-Dear

Herbs, perennial, with creeping rhizomes. armed with stinging hairs. Stems often caespitose. Leaves alternate, petiolate; stipules
persistent, lateral, free, membranous; leaf blade broad, membranous, irregularly 2-5-veined, secondary veins dichotomously
branched, margin coarsely dentate or subincised; cystoliths often botuliform. Inflorescences axillary, pedunculate cymes (male) or
sessile glomerules (female), unisexual (plants monoecious); male dichotomous cymes solitary, with filiform peduncles; female
clusters sessile in the same or different axils; bracts present. Male flowers: perianth lobes (4 or)5, slightly imbricate, transversely
crested below apex; stamens (4 or)5; rudimentary ovary obovoid or urceolate, transparent. Female flowers: perianth lobes 4, unequal,
outer (dorsal-ventral) 2 larger, keeled, corniculate below apex, inner 2 smaller, flat, all usually with stinging hairs below apex.
Stigma subsessile, penicillate-capitate. ovule orthotropous. Achene straight, ovoid, compressed, invested by the persistent but not
enlarged perianth. Seeds erect, with thin endosperm; cotyledons ovate, fleshy.

Two species: temperate regions of E Asia; two species in China.

Plants of this genus are representative components of the Sino-Japanese flora; they occur from the Hengduan mountains of China eastward to
Japan.

la. Stems often erect, antrorsely hirsute; male inflorescences longer than [€aves ...........oceceveveeererieenreenneeeeeseene 1. N. japonica
1b. Stems diffuse, retrorsely hirsute; male inflorescences never longer than 18aves ............cccoeeueeeeicninnnnnnrreeeee 2. N. lobata

1. Nanocnide japonica Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 155. 1856. succulent; stems and petioles antrorsely hirsute. Stipules broad-
ly ovate, 1-1.5 mm, ciliate; petiole 1-5 cm; leaf blade triangu-
lar-ovate or rhombic-ovate, 1.5-4 x 1.3—4 c¢m, proximal leaves
subflabellate, small, 3—5-veined, secondary and final veins
dichotomously branched, adaxial surface greenish, sparsely
covered with short, appressed stinging hairs, abaxial surface

light green, sometimes purplish, sparsely puberulent, base

A hua dian cao
Nanocnide dichotoma S. S. Chien.

Herbs perennial. Stems yellow-green, but purplish near
base, erect, often basally branched, 1045 cm tall, somewhat
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broadly cuneate, rounded, or truncate, margin deeply 4—7-cre-
nate-dentate, apex obtuse; cystoliths botuliform, conspicuous
on both surfaces. Male inflorescences in distal axils, cymose,
many times dichotomously branched, longer than leaves, long
pedunculate, antrorsely hirsute on axes. Female inflorescences
in clusters, shortly pedunculate, 36 mm in diam. Male flowers
purplish, pedicellate, in bud 2-3 mm; perianth lobes 5, ovate,
ca. 1.5 mm, setulose below apex; stamens 5; rudimentary ovary
broadly ovoid, ca. 0.5 mm. Female flowers greenish, ca. 1 mm;
perianth lobes 4, unequal, outer 2 larger, boat-shaped, keeled,
1.2 mm, apex with 1 or 2 stinging hairs, inner 2 narrowly
obovate, ca. 1 mm, apex with 1 or 2 stinging hairs. Achene
broadly ovoid, ca. 1 mm, verrucose. Fl. Apr—May, fr. Jun—Jul.

Shady, moist places in forests, rock crevices, along streams; 100—
1600 m. Anhui, Fujian, Gansu, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiang-
xi, S Shaanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, E Yunnan, Zhejiang [Japan, Korea].

2. Nanocnide lobata Weddell in Candolle, Prodr. 16(1): 69.
1869.

FE AL 5% mao hua dian cao
Nanocnide pilosa Migo.

Herbs perennial. Stems purplish basally, diffuse, often
branched basally, 17-45 cm tall, somewhat succulent, retrorsely
hirsute. Stipules ovate, ca. 1 mm, ciliate; petiole 0.8-1.8 cm,
retrorsely hirsute; leaf blade broadly ovate, triangular-ovate, or
subflabellate, 1.5-2 x 1.3-1.8 cm, proximal leaves small, sub-

flabellate, 3—5-veined, secondary and final veins dichotomously
branched, adaxial surface greenish, sparsely covered with short,
stinging and puberulent hairs, abaxial surface light green, some-
times lustrous, densely puberulent on veins, base truncate or
shallowly cordate, uppermost subtruncate or broadly cuneate,
margin unequally 4-5(—7)-crenate or incised-dentate, teeth tri-
angular-ovate, with obtuse or acute tip, 2—5 mm, apex obtuse or
acute; cystoliths botuliform, conspicuous on both surfaces.
Male cymes in distal axils, many times dichotomously branch-
ed, 5-12 mm, never longer than leaves, shortly pedunculate,
retrorsely hirsute on axes, sometimes clusters of several flowers
below female ones. Female inflorescences in clusters, borne in
distal axils or in proximal leafless nodes, or sometimes distal
part of main twigs, 3—7 mm in diam. Male flowers light green-
ish, pedicellate, in bud 2-3 mm; perianth lobes (4 or)5, ovate,
ca. 1.5 mm, setulose below apex; stamens (4 or)5; rudimentary
ovary broadly obovoid, ca. 0.5 mm. Female flowers greenish,
ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, unequal, outer 2 larger, boat-
shaped, keeled, ca. 1 mm, densely covered with short stinging
hairs along keel and margin, inner 2 narrowly ovate, ca. 1 mm.
Achene ovoid, compressed, ca. 1 mm, verrucose. Fl1. Apr—Jun,
fr. Jun—Aug.

Shady, moist places in forests, grasslands, rock crevices, along
streams; near sea level-1400 m. Anhui, Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxi,
Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, E Yunnan,
Zhejiang [Vietnam].

The plants are used as febrifugal medicines.

3. LAPORTEA Gaudichaud-Beaupré, Voy. Uranie, Bot. 498. 1830, nom. cons.
KR ai ma shu
Chen Jiarui (P %% Chen Chia-jui); Ib Friis, C. Melanie Wilmot-Dear
Fleurya Gaudichaud-Beaupré; Sceptrocnide Maximowicz; Urticastrum Heister ex Fabricius, nom. rej.

Herbs or subshrubs, armed with stinging hairs. Leaves alternate, petiolate; stipules deciduous, intrapetiolar, incompletely
connate, apex 2-cleft; leaf blade papery, pinnately veined or 3-veined, margin often coarsely dentate or serrate, rarely entire;
cystoliths punctiform or botuliform. Inflorescences solitary, axillary, pedunculate, loose glomerules forming panicles or sometimes
racemes or spikes, unisexual (plants monoecious or dioecious); bracts present, very small. Male flowers: perianth lobes 4 or 5,
slightly subvalvate, depressed, inflexed in bud; stamens 4 or 5; rudimentary ovary clavate or subglobose. Female flowers: perianth
lobes 4, free or connate at base, strongly unequal, dorsal-ventral 2 greatly unequal and smaller, lateral 2 equal and larger; staminodes
absent. Ovary at first straight, soon oblique, ovoid; style usually filiform; stigma often linear, at length often reflexed, papillose on 1
side; ovule orthotropous. Achene ovoid to semicircular, often compressed, sessile or stipitate on oblique torus, usually reflexed on
dorsiventrally or laterally winged pedicels. Seeds with thin or no endosperm; cotyledons broad.

About 28 species: pantropical; seven species (two endemic) in China.

The stem fibers are used to make ropes. The stinging hairs are poisonous.

la. Pedicels of female flowers conspicuously laterally and symmetrically winged; achene articulated on pedicel.

2a. Subshrubs or herbs; leaf blade broad ovate to cordate, base often truncate, abaxial surface often purplish ......... 3. L. violacea
2b. Herbs; leaf blade ovate to lanceolate, base broadly cuneate or rounded, rarely shallowly cordate, abaxial
surface light green.
3a. Herbs often with tuberous roots; leaf axils often with woody bulbils; female perianth with the 2 lateral
LODES TATZESE ...ttt ettt ettt ettt s s s b s s st s s s e s sttt s bbb s s s s senn 1. L. bulbifera
3b. Herbs without tuberous roots; leaf axils usually lacking woody bulbils; female perianth with the dorsal
LODE LATZESE ..ttt ettt ettt b bbb st et s s s ettt et s bbb e s s s nenan 2. L. medogensis
1b. Pedicels of female flowers slightly dorsiventrally and asymmetrically winged, or not winged; achene not articulated
on pedicel.
4a. Leafblade apex long caudate; aChene SMOOLH ..........cociiuruiiriirieieie e 4. L. cuspidata

4b. Leaf blade apex acuminate; achene with a triangular ridge enclosing a warty depression.
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Sa. Inflorescences paniculate, to 5 cm; stigma ligulate.

5b. Inflorescences long spicate, to 25 cm; stigma 3-fid .....

.................................................................................. 7. L. interrupta

6a. Stems, petioles, and perianth without gland-tipped hairs; leaf blade 3.5-7.5 x 2—6 cm; inflorescences

1-5 cm; peduncle 0.1-2.5 M ...oeeeeieeeiiieiene

................................................................................. 5. L. fujianensis

6b. Stems, petioles, and perianth with long, gland-tipped hairs; leaf blade 8—17 x 6—13 cm; inflorescences

to 20 cm, peduncle 7—14 cm ......ccoceevvveeririeininenne

1. Laportea bulbifera (Siebold & Zuccarini) Weddell,
Monogr. Urtic. 139. 1856.

PREFIMK zhu ya ai ma

Urtica bulbifera Siebold & Zuccarini, Abh. Math.-Phys.
Cl. Konigl. Bayer. Akad. Wiss. 4(3): 214. 1846; Boehmeria
bodinieri H. Léveillé; Laportea bulbifera subsp. dielsii (Pam-
panini) C. J. Chen; L. bulbifera subsp. latiuscula C. J. Chen; L.
bulbifera subsp. rugosa C. J. Chen; L. bulbifera var. sinensis S.
S. Chien; L. dielsi Pampanini; L. elevata C. J. Chen; L.
oleracea Weddell; L. snenss C. H. Wright; L. terminalis
Wight.

Herbs monoecious, rarely dioecious. Stems often caespi-
tose, slightly woody at base, 50150 cm tall, upper stems often
zigzagged, S-angled, rarely branched, axils often with 1-3
woody bulbils, 3-6 mm in diam.; upper stems and petioles
pubescent and sparsely armed with stinging hairs, particularly
at nodes and apically, glabrescent. Leaves whorled at stem apex
or not; stipules early caducous, oblong-lanceolate, 5-10 mm,
apex 2-cleft 1/2 of length; petiole 1.5-10 cm; leaf blade light
green abaxially, lanceolate to ovate or cordate, sometimes or-
bicular, 6-16 x 2.5-8 cm, papery, 3-veined, lateral basal pair
reaching middle margin, lateral veins 4—6 each side of midvein,
reaching teeth or anastomosing before margin, abaxial surface
pubescent, veins sparsely armed with stinging hairs, particularly
at base, adaxial surface appressed hirtellous and with sparse,
stinging hairs, base broadly cuneate, rounded, rarely shallowly
cordate, margin crenate, dentate or serrate, apex acuminate;
cystoliths minutely punctiform, adaxially conspicuous. Male
inflorescences in proximal axils, paniculate, 3—10 cm; female
inflorescences terminal or in subterminal axils, 10-25 cm, pe-
duncle 3-10 cm, often with flowers along 1 side. Male flowers
pedicellate or subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 5,
oblong-ovate, puberulent, apex not corniculate; stamens 5; rudi-
mentary ovary obpyramidal, 0.5 mm. Female flowers: pedicel
2-4 mm, strongly laterally winged; perianth lobes 4, almost
free, strongly unequal, dorsal lobe concave, ca. 0.5 mm, 2 lat-
eral larger, enclosing the ovary, oblong-ovate, 1/3—1 x as long
as achene, abaxially setulose with stinging hairs, ventral lobe
smallest, triangular-ovate, ca. 0.3 mm. Ovary stipitate, asym-
metrically ovoid; stigma reflexed, filiform, 2-4 mm. Achene
minutely purplish spotted, broadly obovoid or semiorbicular,
strongly compressed, 1.5-3 mm in diam., smooth, rarely ru-
gose-striate; pedicel winged, spatulate to obovate, stipe ca. 0.5
mm, strongly reflexed; persistent lateral perianth lobes slightly
enlarged, ca. 1.5 mm, investing ca. 1/2 of achene. Fl. Jun—-Aug,
fr. Aug—Dec.

Forest margins, thickets, roadsides, often partly shady, moist
places; 700-3500 m. Anhui, N Fujian, Gansu, N Guangdong, N Guang-
xi, Guizhou, Hebei, Henan, Heilongjiang, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, Jilin,
Liaoning, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi, Sichuan, Xizang, Yunnan, Zhe-
jiang [Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Myanmar, Russia, Sik-
kim, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam].

.................................................................................... 6. L. aestuans

2. Laportea medogensis C. J. Chen, Acta Phytotax. Sin. 28:
68. 1990.

H P 3L mo tuo ai ma

Herbs, often with fusiform tuberous roots, monoecious.
Stems 30-60 cm tall, straight, simple, without axillary bulbils;
stem and petioles puberulent and very densely armed with
stinging hairs. Leaves regularly alternate; stipules early cadu-
cous, lanceolate, 10-14 mm, puberulent along rib abaxially,
apex 2-cleft; petiole 4-8 cm; leaf blade greenish, broadly ovate,
14-17 x 9-12 cm, herbaceous or submembranous, 3-veined,
lateral basal pair reaching middle, lateral veins 5 or 6 each side
of midvein, anastomosing before margin, abaxial surface with
short, stinging and setulose hairs on veins, adaxial surface with
stinging hairs, base shallowly cordate, rarely subtruncate, mar-
gin coarsely dentate, each tooth with 1 apical stinging hair,
apex short acuminate, acumen entire; cystoliths minutely punc-
tiform, adaxially conspicuous. Male inflorescences in proximal
axils, paniculate, 2—4 cm; female inflorescences in distal axils,
at least 4 cm (when young), densely armed with stinging hairs.
Male flowers shortly pedicellate or subsessile, in bud 1-1.2
mm; perianth lobes 5, puberulent at apex, apex not corniculate;
stamens 5; rudimentary ovary obpyramidal, ca. 0.6 mm. Female
flowers pedicellate; perianth lobes 4, almost free, strongly
unequal, dorsal lobe the largest, concave, ca. 0.9 x 1.2 mm,
apex obtuse, 2 lateral (inner) lobes elliptic-ovate, ca. 0.8 mm,
apex acute, ventral lobe smallest, narrowly ovate, ca. 0.4
mm. Ovary stipitate, triangular-ovoid; stigma filiform, ca. 2-3
mm. Achene unknown. F1. Jan.

e Moist places of evergreen forests, along streams; 800—1600 m.
SE Xizang (Médog).

This is a remarkable but little-collected species; more collections
are needed to understand its relationships.

3. Laportea violacea Gagnepain, Bull. Soc. Bot. France 75: 4.
1928.

HZE M3 pu tao ye ai ma
Laportea vitifolia Handel-Mazzetti.

Herbs or subshrubs, perennial, monoecious. Stems pur-
plish when dry, straight, many branched, 100-200 cm tall;
upper stem, branches, and petioles sparsely armed with stinging
hairs; hairs 34 mm, thick. Stipules early caducous, triangular-
ovate, ca. 3 mm, apex 2-cleft; petiole 4-8 cm; leaf blade usually
purplish abaxially, dark green adaxially, broadly ovate or cor-
date, 5-12 x 4-10 cm, papery, lustrous, 3-veined, lateral basal
pair reaching middle and anastomosing with adjacent lateral
veins, lateral veins 3 each side of midvein, anastomosing before
margin, abaxial surface sparsely armed with stinging hairs,
adaxial surface appressed setulose and with long, stinging hairs,
base often truncate, rarely shallowly cordate or abruptly atten-
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uate, margin coarsely dentate, apex acuminate; cystoliths mi-
nutely punctiform, adaxially conspicuous. Male inflorescences
in proximal axils, paniculate, to 8 cm; female inflorescences
subterminal, to 20 cm, peduncle 7-10 cm. Male flowers sub-
sessile, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes (4 or)3, elliptic, set-
ulose, apex not corniculate; stamens 5; rudimentary ovary
obpyramidal, 0.3 mm. Female flowers pedicellate; strongly
laterally obovate-winged; perianth lobes 4, almost free, strongly
unequal, dorsal lobe ovate, concave, ca. 0.3 mm, 2 lateral lobes
largest, enclosing the ovary, narrowly ovate, ca. 0.7 mm, ven-
tral lobe smallest, triangular-ovate, ca. 0.2 mm. Ovary stipitate,
asymmetrically triangular-ovoid; stigma reflexed, filiform, 2-3
mm. Achene obovoid, strongly compressed, ca. 2 mm in diam.,
verrucose; stipe strongly reflexed, ca. 0.4 mm. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr.
Aug—Nov.

Forests, thickets; 200—1100 m. SW Guangxi [Thailand, Vietnam].

4. Laportea cuspidata (Weddell) Friis, Kew Bull. 36: 156.
1981.

LK ai ma

Girardinia cuspidata Weddell in Candolle, Prodr. 16(1):
103. 1869; Laportea forrestii Diels; L. giraldiana E. Pritzel ex
Diels; L. grossedentata C. H. Wright; L. macrostachya (Maxi-
mowicz) Ohwi; Sceptrocnide macrostachya Maximowicz.

Herbs, roots often fusiform, tuberous, 5-10(-30) x 0.3—
0.5(-1) cm. monoecious. Stems often caespitose, slightly
woody at base, 40—150 cm tall, upper stem sometimes purplish,
often zigzagged, S-angled, rarely branched; sterile axils with 1—
3 woody bulbils, 3-5 mm in diam.; upper stems and petioles
sparsely pubescent and sparsely armed with stinging hairs
particularly at nodes and basally, glabrescent. Stipules early
caducous, ovate-triangular, 3—4 mm, apex 2-cleft; petiole 3—14
cm; leaf blade ovate, elliptic or suborbicular, 7-22 x 3.5-17
cm, membranous or papery, 3-veined, rarely tripliveined, lateral
basal pair reaching to middle margin, lateral veins 2—4 each
side of midvein, both surfaces sparsely pubescent and sparsely
armed with stinging hairs, sometimes glabrescent, base cordate,
rounded, rarely subtruncate, margin grossly dentate, teeth in-
creasing in size toward apex, sometimes doubly serrate, apex
long caudate, cauda occasionally serrate; cystoliths minutely
punctiform, adaxially conspicuous. Male inflorescences in
proximal axils, paniculate, 8-17 cm; female inflorescences
subterminal, long spicate, 15-25 cm, peduncle 2-8 cm, often
with glomerules at intervals along usually unbranched pedun-
cle, sparsely pubescent and armed with stinging hairs. Male
flowers pedicellate or subsessile, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth
lobes 5, narrowly ovate, puberulent, apex not corniculate; sta-
mens 5; rudimentary ovary obconic, 0.4 mm. Female flowers:
pedicels ca.1.5 mm, not winged; perianth lobes 4, almost free,
strongly unequal, dorsal lobe broadly ovate, concave, ca. 0.6
mm, 2 lateral lobes largest, enclosing the ovary, oblong-ovate,
ca. 0.7 mm, setulose beneath, ventral lobe smallest, ovate, ca.
0.4 mm. Ovary short stipitate, enlarged in fruit, asymmetrically
ovoid; stigma reflexed, filiform, ca. 2 mm. Achene obovoid,
slightly compressed, ca. 2 mm, smooth; stipe 1-2 mm; per-
sistent lateral perianth lobes slightly enlarged, ca. 1.5-1.8 mm.
FL. Jun—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Forest margins, thickets, partly shady, moist places, roadsides;
800-2700 m. Anhui, SE Gansu, N Guangxi, Guizhou, Henan, Hubei,
Hunan, Jiangxi, S Shaanxi, Sichuan, SE Xizang [Japan, Myanmar].

5. Laportea fujianensis C. J. Chen, Acta Bot. Yunnan. 4: 332.
1982.

tEIELI/NFK fu jian hong xiao ma

Herbs annual, monoecious. Stems often purplish basally,
straight, 20-60 cm tall, upper stem not zigzagged, simple or
few branched; upper stems and petioles densely armed with
short stinging hairs. Stipules deeply 2-cleft, lobes nearly
subulate, ca. 2.5 mm, setulose along rib abaxially; petiole 2—7
cm; leaf blade broadly ovate or subcordate, 3.5-7.5 x 2—-6 cm,
submembranous, 3-veined, lateral basal pair reaching middle
margin, lateral veins 4 or 5 each side of midvein, reaching teeth,
abaxial surface with dense, short, stinging hairs on veins,
adaxial surface with appressed stinging hairs, base abruptly
cuneate, truncate, or cordate, margin denticulate, apex acumi-
nate; cystoliths botuliform, regularly arranged abaxially along
veins. Male inflorescences in distal axils, paniculate, 1-2 cm;
female inflorescences in proximal axils, 2—5 cm, peduncle 0.1—
2.5 cm, densely armed with short stinging hairs. Male flowers
pedicellate, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes (4 or)5(or 6),
connate at base, obovate, puberulent, apex corniculate; stamens
(4 or)5(or 6); rudimentary ovary obovoid, 0.4 mm. Female
flowers pedicel slender, to 2—-3 mm, not winged; perianth lobes
4, free, unequal, dorsal lobe far from lateral one, concave, ca.
0.2 mm, 2 lateral lobes largest, enclosing the ovary, broadly
ovate, ca. 0.4 mm, ventral lobe smallest, narrowly ovate, ca. 1.5
mm. Ovary asymmetrically triangular-ovoid; stigma reflexed,
ligulate, ca. 2 mm. Achene obliquely triangular-obovoid, slight-
ly compressed, ca. 0.8 mm in diam., with triangular ridge en-
closing a warty depression; persistent lateral perianth lobes
forming a small basal cup. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

o Disturbed, moist places in forests, streams; ca. 300 m. S Fujian
(Nanjing).

This species superficially resembles the widespread and rather
weedy Laportea aestuans, but lacks the glandular hairs characteristic of
that species, has smaller stipules, cystoliths arranged along the veins
abaxially, and much shorter inflorescences.

6. Laportea aestuans (Linnacus) Chew, Gard. Bull. Singapore
21:200. 1965.

KIAFTHE huo yan sang ye ma

Urtica aestuans Linnaeus, Sp. Pl., ed. 2, 2: 1397. 1763;
Fleurya aestuans (Linnaeus) Miquel; F. glandulosa Weddell.

Herbs annual, monoecious. Stems erect, few-branched, to
1.3 m tall; upper stems and petioles densely armed with
stinging hairs and long gland-tipped hairs. Stipules ca. 10 mm,
apex 2-cleft; petiole 7-11 cm; leaf blade broadly ovate, 8—17 x
6-13 cm, thinly papery, 3-veined, lateral basal pair reaching
middle margin, lateral veins 3 or 4 each side of midvein, both
surfaces armed with stinging hairs, denser on abaxial surface,
base rounded or cordate, margin dentate, apex acuminate;
cystoliths punctiform, adaxially conspicuous. Inflorescences
axillary, often bisexual, rarely all male, paniculate, male inflo-
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rescences in proximal axils, shorter, bisexual inflorescences in
distal axils, 10-20 cm, peduncle 7-14 cm, with stinging hairs
and often long gland-tipped hairs. Male flowers pedicellate, in
bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4 or 5, connate at base, cymbi-
form, with a few long gland-tipped hairs and sparsely setulose,
apex corniculate; stamens 4 or 5. Female flowers: pedicel ca. 2
mm, not winged; perianth lobes 4, free, unequal, dorsal lobe
ovate, ca. 0.25 mm, 2 lateral lobes largest, enclosing the ovary,
broadly ovate, ca. 0.5 mm, ventral lobe minute. Ovary asym-
metrically ovoid; stigma slightly reflexed, ligulate, ca. 0.3 mm.
Achene obliquely ovoid, compressed, ca. 1.5 mm in diam., both
central surfaces with inconspicuously warty depression; persis-
tent lateral perianth lobes forming a small, basal cup. Fl. Aug—
Sep, fr. Oct—Nov.

Disturbed moist places by streams in forests; 200-500 m. C
Taiwan [pantropical weed found throughout tropical Asia from India to
Indonesia, tropical Africa, Madagascar, tropical America, West Indies].

7. Laportea interrupta (Linnacus) Chew, Gard. Bull. Singa-
pore 21: 200. 1965.

2T/N# hong xiao ma

Urtica interrupta Linnaeus, Sp. P1. 2: 985. 1753; Fleurya
interrupta (Linnaeus) Gaudichaud-Beaupré.

Herbs annual, monoecious. Stems straight, branched, 40—
100 cm tall; upper stems and petioles sparsely armed with short

stinging and pubescent hairs. Stipules ovate-oblong, ca. 4 mm,
setulose along rib abaxially, apex 2-cleft 1/2 of length; petiole
3-9 cm; leaf blade ovate or cordate, 5-8 x 4-5.5 c¢cm, herba-
ceous, 3-veined, lateral basal pair reaching middle margin, lat-
eral veins 5 or 6 each side of midvein, reaching teeth, both sur-
faces sparsely armed with short, stinging hairs, base abruptly
cuneate or shallowly cordate, margin serrate, apex acuminate;
cystoliths botuliform, regularly arranged abaxially along veins.
Inflorescences axillary, long spicate, to 25 cm, glomerules at
intervals along elongated peduncle consequent upon great re-
duction of the lateral branches, sparsely armed with minutely
stinging hairs. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.2 mm;
perianth lobes (3 or)4, connate 1/2 of length, obovate, puberu-
lent, apex corniculate; stamens (3 or)4; rudimentary ovary ob-
pyramidal, 0.5 mm. Female flowers: pedicel to 1.5 mm, not
winged; perianth lobes 4, free, unequal, dorsal lobe ovate,
concave, ca. 0.4 mm, 2 lateral lobes largest, enclosing the
ovary, broadly ovate, ca. 0.4 mm, ventral lobe smallest, tri-
angular ovate, ca. 0.3 mm. Ovary asymmetrically triangular;
stigma reflexed, filiform, 3-fid, ca. 0.3 mm. Achene obliquely
triangular, compressed, ca. 1.3 mm in diam., with triangular
ridge enclosing a warty depression, persistent lateral perianth
lobes forming a small basal cup. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.
Disturbed, moist places of dense forests, streams; 600-1000 m.

Taiwan, SW Yunnan [India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Vietnam; Africa].

4. DENDROCNIDE Miquel, P1. Jungh. 1: 29. 1851.
KA E  huo ma shu shu
Chen Jiarui (P %% Chen Chia-jui); Ib Friis, C. Melanie Wilmot-Dear

Trees or shrubs, evergreen, branches sympodial, often with terminal rosettes of leaves, armed with stinging hairs. Leaves
alternate, spiral, petiolate; stipules deciduous, intrapetiolar, completely connate, leathery, often large, apex entire; leaf blade leathery
or papery, pinnately veined, rarely 3—5-veined, margin entire, undulate, or crenulate; cystoliths punctiform. Inflorescences solitary,
pedunculate, generally forming cymose-panicles or racemes unisexual (plants dioecious); female glomerules often with thickened,
fleshy flabellate receptacle; bracts present. Male flowers 4- or S-merous; filaments of stamens inflexed in bud; rudimentary ovary
conspicuous. Female flowers: perianth lobes 4, connate at base, subequal, lateral lobes slightly larger; staminodes absent. Ovary
ovoid, erect; stigma filiform or ligulate, papillous on 1 side; ovule orthotropous. Achene slightly oblique, often compressed, often
large, verrucose, persistent stigma usually reflexed; pedicels simple or swollen, cylindric, not winged. Seeds with thin or no endo-
sperm; cotyledons broad.

About 36 species: S and SE Asia, Australia, Pacific Islands; six species (one endemic) in China.
The stem fibers are used to make ropes. The stinging hairs may be very irritating.

la. Female flowers pedicellate, freely borne or in loose clusters at extremities of peduncles; pedicels often fleshy but
not swollen.
2a. Leafblade broadly ovate or broadly elliptic, base rounded or subcordate; male flowers S-merous; achene

Orbicular-0Void, Ca. 2.5 MITL ......ocviuiieiieeieeieeceeeeeee ettt ettt ettt eneete et et eneeaeese st eseesensensensesenseneeseeseneens 5. D. basirotunda
2b. Leaf blade elliptic, oblong- or obovate-lanceolate, base often cuneate, sometimes rounded or deeply cordate;
male flowers 4-merous; achene pyramidal, 5—6 MM .........ccccooiiiiiiiiniee s 6. D. sinuata
1b. Female flowers sessile or subsessile, usually 1 in a row on often fleshy flabellate swollen receptacles.
3a. Leafblade cordate; male fIOWETS S-TNETOUS .......c.eoveieuieuieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et ee et ee et eeeaeeee et eeseee s et eeeeaeeeasseesaenens 4. D. urentissma
3b. Leaf blade ovate or lanceolate; male flowers 4(or 5)-merous.
4a. Leaf blade obovate or oblong-lanceolate, base often CUNEAte ............ccceeeirirririririeiceceee e 1. D. imulans

4b. Leaf blade ovate, elliptic, or oblong, base obtuse or shallowly cordate.
Sa. Inflorescence branches densely armed with poisonous stinging hairs, reddish green; bracts of female
inflorescence linear; second year branchlets with stinging hairs ............cccccoeoeennnnnnneceeeccccne 2. D. meyeniana
5b. Inflorescence branches with a few short non-poisonous hairs, whitish green; bracts of female
inflorescence triangular; second year branchlets glabrous ............cccceeeueueeeiienennnnnrseee e 3. D. kotoensis



URTICACEAE

1. Dendrocnide stimulans (Linnaeus f.) Chew, Gard. Bull.
Singapore 21: 206. 1965.

V7 K B hai nan huo shu ma

Urtica stimulans Linnaeus f., Suppl. P1. 418. 1782; Lapor-
tea annamica Gagnepain; L. hainanensis Merrill & Metcalf; L.
stimulans (Linnaeus f.) Miquel.

Shrubs or small trees, straight, branches widely spreading.
3 m tall, bark whitish gray, lenticellate, leaf scars conspicuous,
otherwise smooth; upper stem and branches glabrous, without
stinging hairs, Stipules brownish, caducous, ovate, ca. 0.7 cm,
leathery, margin herbaceous, puberulent abaxially; petiole 1.5—
4 cm, with stinging hairs and dense punctiform cystoliths on
both surfaces; leaf blade light green, obovate or oblong-lan-
ceolate, 6-17 x 2-5 cm, papery or leathery, penniveined, lateral
veins 6-8 each side, adaxial surface sparsely armed with short,
stinging hairs, abaxial surface sparsely pubescent and armed
with stinging hairs, base often cuneate, margin entire, some-
times inconspicuously serrulate at apex, apex acuminate, acu-
men often sharp; cystoliths minutely punctiform, conspicuous
adaxially and along veins abaxially. Inflorescences in distal
axils of branches, racemose, shorter than leaves; female inflo-
rescences longer than leaves, long pedunculate, armed with
stinging hairs. Male flowers sessile, in bud 1.5 mm; perianth
lobes 4, elliptic, setulose; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary obpyra-
midal, 0.8 mm. Female flowers slightly sunken in a row on
slightly fleshy flabellate peduncular receptacle, sessile, ca. 1
mm; perianth lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, unequal, 2 lateral
lobes wider, enclosing the ovary, triangular-ovate, ca. 0.4 mm,
sparsely puberulent and armed with short stinging hairs; stigma
somewhat straight, filiform, ca. 3 mm. Achene subglobose,
oblique, compressed, ca. 3 mm in diam., inconspicuously verru-
cose; persistent perianth forming a minute cupule at base. Fr.
Apr.

Forests; 100-600 m. Guangdong, Hainan, Taiwan [Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam; Borneo].

2. Dendrocnide meyeniana (Walpers) Chew, Gard. Bull.
Singapore 21: 206. 1965.

AT yao ren gou

Urtica meyeniana Walpers, Nov. Actorum Acad. Caes.
Leop.-Carol. Nat. Cur. 19, Suppl. 1: 422. 1843; Dendrocnide
meyeniana (Walpers) Chew f. subglabra (Hayata) Chew;
Laportea batanenss C. B. Robinson; L. gaudichaudiana
Weddell; L. meyeniana (Walpers) Warburg; L. mindanaensis
Warburg; L. pterostigma Weddell; L. pterostigma var.
subglabra (Hayata) T. S. Liu & W. D. Huang; L. subglabra
Hayata.

Trees, crown truncate; 3 m tall, bark gray, armed with
stinging hairs, bulbous at base, lenticellate, leaf scars con-
spicuous, prominent, otherwise smooth; second year branchlets,
abaxial surface of stipules, petioles, leaf blade, and inflores-
cences armed with stinging hairs. Leaves crowded at apex of
stem and branches; Stipules caducous, broadly triangular, ca. 1
cm, leathery, densely puberulent abaxially; petiole 4-12 cm,
pubescent; leaf blade ovate to ovate or obovate-oblong, to 55 x
27 cm, leathery, penniveined, lateral veins 7-12 each side,

abaxial surface pubescent or sometimes subglabrous, base ob-
tuse, rounded, slightly cordate to subpeltate, margin entire,
rarely dentate or crenate, apex acute, cuspidate, or acuminate;
cystoliths minutely punctiform, conspicuous adaxially. Male
inflorescences cymose paniculate, branches and flowers densely
armed with stinging hairs; female inflorescences paniculate,
more than 10 cm, ultimate branching angle more than 100
degrees, branchlets reddish green, densely armed with poison-
ous, stinging hairs, bracts linear, larger ones with midvein.
Male flowers: perianth lobes 4(or 5). Female flowers flabel-
lately arranged but often not in 1 plane; sessile, perianth lobes
4, connate at base, unequal, 2 lateral lobes much wider than
medial 2, enclosing ovary, ovate, ca. 0.7 mm, sparsely puberu-
lent and armed with short stinging hairs; stigma ligulate.
Achene subglobose, oblique, compressed, ca. 2 mm in diam.,
inconspicuously verrucose; persistent perianth forming a mi-
nute cupule at base. Fr. Apr—Jul.

Secondary forests, thickets, along streams; 100500 m. Taiwan
[Philippines].

3. Dendrocnide kotoensis (Hayata ex Yamamoto) B. L. Shih
& Yuen P. Yang, Bot. Bull. Acad. Sin. 36: 162. 1995.

213k A A hong tou yao ren gou

Laportea kotoensis Hayata ex Yamamoto, Suppl. Icon. Pl.
Formosan. 1: 2. 1925.

Trees; bark smooth, indistinctly lenticellate; second year
branchlets glabrous. Stipules broadly triangular, ca. 1 cm, lea-
thery; petiole to 15 cm; leaf blade ovate, ovate-oblong to
obovate-oblong, to 40 x 21 cm, leathery, penniveined, lateral
veins 7-11 each side, subglabrous, very sparsely setose, base
rounded, shallowly cordate to subpeltate, margin entire, rarely
dentate or crenate, apex acute or short acuminate; cystoliths
minutely punctiform, conspicuous adaxially. Male inflores-
cences cymose paniculate; subglabrous; branches whitish green,
armed with a few non-poisonous hairs, ultimate branching
angle less than 90 degrees. Male flowers: perianth lobes 4.
Female flowers several on a flabellate receptacle; sessile,
bracts triangular, linear, without midvein. Achene subglobose,
oblique, compressed, ca. 2 mm in diam., inconspicuously ver-
rucose; persistent perianth forming a minute cupule at base. Fr.
Apr—Jul.

o Coastal forests, along streams; ?100-200 m. Taiwan (Taidong).

4. Dendrocnide urentissma (Gagnepain) Chew, Gard. Bull.
Singapore 21: 207. 1965.

JCFEA huo ma shu

Laportea urentissma Gagnepain, Bull. Soc. Bot. France
75: 3. 1928; Dendrocnide chingiana (Handel-Mazzettii) Chew;
Laportea chingiana Handel-Mazzetti.

Trees 3—15 m tall, 820 cm d.b.h.; bark whitish gray,
lenticels elliptic; leaf scars semiorbicular, conspicuous; upper
stem and branchlets velutinous and armed with stinging hairs,
soon glabrescent. Stipules caducous, triangular-ovate, ca. 1 cm,
leathery, puberulent abaxially; petiole 7-15 c¢m, velutinous and
armed with short stinging hairs; leaf blade dark green, cordate,
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15-25 x 12-22 cm, papery, 3—5-veined, lateral veins 5-7 each
side, anastomosing before margin, adaxial surface strigose and
sparsely armed with short, stinging hairs, abaxial surface velu-
tinous, with red glandular dots, armed with stinging hairs on
veins, base cordate, margin entire or inconspicuously serrulate
at apex, apex acuminate; cystoliths minutely punctiform, con-
spicuous adaxially. Inflorescences in subterminal axils of
branchlets, long paniculate, shorter than leaves; female inflo-
rescences longer than leaves, to 50 cm, peduncles to 25 cm,
densely armed with stinging hairs. Male flowers subsessile, in
bud 2 mm; perianth lobes 5, ovate, pubescent; stamens 5;
rudimentary ovary obconic, | mm. Female flowers 4-6 in a row
on slightly fleshy flabellate peduncular receptacle, entirely
sessile, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, unequal, 1 large, ca. 1 mm,
2 medium ca. 0.5 mm, 1 small, ca. 0.3 mm. Ovary ca. | mm;
stigma ligulate, ca. 3 mm; bracts ca. 0.3 mm. Achene dark red-
dish, subglobose, oblique, compressed, ca. 3 mm in diam., con-
spicuously verrucose; persistent perianth forming a minute
cupule at base. Fl. Sep—Oct or Jan—Feb, fr. Oct-Dec or Apr—
May.

Mixed forests on limestone; 800-1300 m. SW Guangxi, S Yun-
nan [Vietnam].

5. Dendrocnide basirotunda (C. Y. Wu) Chew, Gard. Bull
Singapore 25: 34. 1969.

ZE£ JA yuan ji huo ma shu

Laportea basirotunda C. Y. Wu, Acta Phytotax. Sin. 6:
276.1957.

Small trees, 5-7 m tall, 20-40 cm d.b.h., branchlets semi-
woody; bark gray-green, sometimes purplish, lenticels elliptic;
upper stem and branchlets appressed pubescent, soon glabres-
cent. Stipules caducous, broadly ovate, ca. 0.6-0.8 cm, leathery,
densely puberulent abaxially; petiole 4-11 cm, sparsely ap-
pressed pubescent and armed with short stinging hairs; leaf
blade dark green, broadly ovate or broadly elliptic, 11-22 x 7—
16 cm, papery, 3-veined, lateral veins 5-8 each side, anasto-
mosing before margin, tertiary veins subparallel, adaxial sur-
face sparsely strigose or subglabrous, abaxial surface pubescent
and sparsely armed stinging hairs on veins, base rounded or
subcordate, margin entire or inconspicuously remotely serru-
late, apex acuminate; cystoliths minutely punctiform, conspicu-
ous adaxially. Inflorescences in distal axils of branchlets, long
paniculate, slightly longer than petioles. Male flowers sessile, in
bud 1.2 mm; perianth lobes 5, ovate, pubescent; stamens 5;

rudimentary ovary obovoid, 0.4 mm. Female flowers 3 or 4 in a
row on slightly fleshy flabellate peduncular receptacle,
subsessile, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, unequal, 1 large, ca. 1
mm, 2 medium ca. 0.5 mm, ventral small, ca. 0.2 mm. Ovary
ca. | mm; stigma straight, ligulate, ca. 2 mm; bracts ca. 0.3 mm.
Achene orbicular-ovoid, oblique, compressed, ca. 2.5 mm,
conspicuously verrucose; persistent perianth forming a minute
cupule at base. F1. Aug—Sep, fr. Sep—Oct.

Mixed forests on limestone; 1000-1200 m. S Yunnan [Myanmar,
Thailand].

6. Dendrocnide sinuata (Blume) Chew, Gard. Bull. Singapore
21:206. 1965.

2% KM quan yuan huo ma shu

Urtica sinuata Blume, Bijdr. Fl. Ned. Ind. 505. 1826;
Laportea crenulata Gaudichaud-Beaupré; L. integrifolia C. Y.
Wu; L. sinuata (Blume) Miquel; Urtica ardens Blume (1825),
not Link (1822); U. crenulata Roxburgh.

Shrubs or small trees, 3-7 m tall; branchlets spreading,
semiwoody; bark gray-green; upper stem and branchlets sparse-
ly armed with stinging hairs. Stipules brownish, caducous,
ovate-lanceolate, ca. 1.5-2.5 cm, subleathery, puberulent abax-
ially; petiole 2—-10 cm, sparsely pubescent and armed with
stinging hairs; leaf blade elliptic, oblong- or obovate-lanceolate,
rarely thombic, 1045 x 5-20 cm, leathery or papery, penni-
veined, lateral veins 8—15 each side, anastomosing before mar-
gin, prominent abaxially, both surfaces subglabrous or sparsely
armed with stinging hairs on veins, base cuneate, rounded, or
deeply cordate, margin entire, sinuate to irregularly denticulate,
apex acute to long acuminate; cystoliths minutely punctiform,
conspicuous adaxially. Male inflorescences in distal axils of
branchlets, long paniculate, 5-10 cm; armed with stinging
hairs; female inflorescences also in distal axils, 10-20 cm. Male
flowers subsessile, in bud 1.2 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate,
pubescent and armed with short stinging hairs; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary obovoid, 0.5 mm. Female flowers: pedicels
often fleshy but not swollen; perianth lobes 4, unequal, 1-1.5
mm. Ovary ca. 1.5 mm; stigma ligulate, ca. 2 mm. Achene
asymmetrically pyramidal, 5-6 mm, conspicuously verrucose;
persistent perianth forming a minute cupule at base. Fl. Sep—
Apr, fr. Sep—Nov.

Mixed forests; 300800 m. S Guangdong, SW Guangxi, Hainan,
S Xizang, SW Yunnan [India, Malaysia, Myanmar, Sikkim, Sri Lanka,
Thailand].

5. GIRARDINIA Gaudichaud-Beaupré, Voy. Uranie, Bot. 498. 1830.

% F i JE xie zi cao shu

Chen Jiarui (%<3 Chen Chia-jui); Ib Friis, C. Melanie Wilmot-Dear

Herbs annual or perennial, armed with stinging hairs. Stems sympodial, upper stem often zigzig, often 5-angled. Leaves alter-
nate, petiolate; stipules caducous, intrapetiolar, connate, often broad, foliaceous; leaf blade 3-veined, margin dentate or lobed; cysto-
liths punctiform. Inflorescences in axillary pairs or solitary, cymes, panicles or spikes, unisexual (plants monoecious or dioecious);
male inflorescence often long, flowers clustered on rachis of spikes, dichotomous cymes, or panicles; female glomerules lax or dense
on rachis of scorpioid cymes, spikes, or panicles. Male flowers: perianth lobes 4 or 5, valvate; filaments inflexed in bud; rudimentary
ovary conspicuous. Female flowers: perianth lobes 4, 2 or 3 lobes connate into a tube, 2 or 3-toothed, split to base on 1 side,
sometimes also with a small bristle-like segment; staminodes absent. Ovary straight, ovoid; stigma subulate, papillose on 1 side;
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ovule orthotropous. Achene often large, slightly oblique, often compressed, verrucose; persistent stigma usually reflexed; pedicels
simple or swollen. Seeds with thin or no endosperm; cotyledons broad.

About two species: N Africa, Asia, Madagascar; one species in China.

The stem fibers are used to make ropes, nets, and coarse cloth and the plants are used as febrifugal medicines. The stinging hairs are very

strongly irritating.

1. Girardinia diversifolia (Link) Friis, Kew Bull. 36: 145.
1981.

K& daxie zi cao

Herbs, annual or perennial, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems often woody at base, straight, branched or not, 5-angled,
25-200 cm tall; stems and petioles spreading pubescent and
armed with stinging and stigose hairs. Stipules oblong-ovate, 1—
3 cm, sparsely strigose abaxially; petiole 2—15 cm; leaf blade
light green, elliptic, ovate or oblate in outline, sometimes 3-
lobed, 5-25 x 4-23 c¢m, herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins 3-5
each side, anastomosing before margin, abaxially sparsely pu-
bescent and with armed stinging and setulose hairs, adaxially
sparsely appressed strigose and armed with short stinging hairs,
base cordate or subtruncate, margin usually 3, 5, or 7-lobed or,
rarely, regularly serrate or sometimes doubly serrate at leaf
base, apex short acuminate or acute; cystoliths minutely punc-
tiform. Glomerules densely armed with stinging hairs. Male
inflorescences in proximal axils, spicate, cymose-racemose or
subpaniculate, 5—-11 cm; female ones in distal axils of stem or in
same axils as male, sometimes solitary, racemelike or panicu-
late, rarely long spicate, 1-28 cm, strigose and spreading hir-
sute. Male flowers subsessile or pedicellate, in bud 1 mm; peri-
anth lobes 4, ovate, concave, setulose abaxially, apex acute, sta-
mens 4; rudimentary ovary cupular. Female flowers ca. 0.5
mm; perianth lobes unequal, the larger connate lobe cymbi-
form, 0.4 mm, enlarged to 1 mm at fruit, sparsely strigillose on
outside, apex 3-toothed, the smaller lobe linear. Achene dark
brownish to gray-brown, subcordate to broadly ovoid, slightly
compressed, 1.5-3 mm in diam., conspicuously verrucose. Fl.
Sep—Oct, fr. Oct—Nov.

Forest margins, shady moist places, along streams, disturbed plac-
es, near villages; (?100-)300-2800 m. Chongqing, Gansu, Guizhou, He-
bei, W Henan, Hubei, NW Hunan, Jiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, E Nei Mon-
gol, S Shaanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, S Xizang, Yunnan, Zhejiang [Bhutan,
India, Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, Nepal, Sikkim, Sri Lanka; Africa
(including Madagascar)].

la. Leafblade usually not lobed, rarely 3-lobed
with lobes ca. 1/3 of overall length, margin
coarsely dentate or double-dentate, teeth
gradually larger toward leaf apex; stipules
6—10 mm; male inflorescence unbranched,
1-2 cm; female inflorescence often in same
axil as male, 2-6 cm ... 1b. subsp. suborbiculata
1b. Leafblade 3—7-lobed, rarely lowermost
leaves not lobed and then margin regularly
serrate or double-serrate, teeth gradually
smaller toward leaf apex; stipules 12-30
mm; inflorescences not as above, often
more than 6 cm.
2a. Leafblade often deeply (3—)5—7-lobed,
variable in overall shape but often
broadly ovate; petiole and major leaf

veins greenish; inflorescence 10-28 cm,

branched or not, rarely 2-5 cm and

SCOIPIOId ..o la. subsp. diversifolia
2b. Leafblade usually 3-lobed, often

obovate; petiole and veins on abaxial

leaf surface usually purplish; inflorescence

unbranched, 4-8 cm .........ccoccueene.. 1c. subsp. triloba

la. Girardinia diversifolia subsp. diversifolia
K ¥ F(JFE IR da xie zi cao (yuan ya zhong)

Urtica diversifolia Link, Enum. Hort. Berol. 2: 385. 1822;
Girardinia chingiana Chien; G. condensata (Steudel) Weddell;
G. cuspidata Weddell subsp. grammata C. J. Chen; G. diver-
sifolia subsp. ciliata (C. J. Chen) H. W. Li; G. formosana
Hayata; G. heterophylla (Vahl) Decaisne; G. leschenaultiana
Decaisne; G. longispica Handel-Mazzetti; G. longispica subsp.
conferta C. J. Chen; G. palmata Blume; G. palmata subsp.
ciliata C. J. Chen; G. suborbiculata subsp. grammata (C. J.
Chen) C. J. Chen; G. vitifolia Franchet; U. buraei H. Léveillé;
U. condensata Steudel; U. heterophylla D. Don; U. lobotifolia
S. S. Ying; U. palmata Forsskal.

Herbs perennial, dioecious or monoecious, many branch-
ed, Stipules oblong-ovate, 1-3 cm, Leaf blade elliptic, ovate or
oblate in outline, base cordate or subtruncate, margin usually 3,
S, or 7-lobed or, rarely, regularly serrate or sometimes doubly
serrate at leaf base. Male inflorescences cymose-racemose or
subpaniculate, 5—11 c¢m; female ones in distal axils of stem, 10—
28 cm, 2.5-3 mm in diam.

Forest margins, along streams; 1500-2800 m. Gansu, Guizhou,
Hubei, Jiangxi, S Shaanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, S Xizang, Yunnan, Zhe-
jiang [Bhutan, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Nepal, Sikkim, Sri Lanka;
Africa (including Madagascar)].

1b. Girardinia diversifolia subsp. suborbiculata (C. J. Chen)
C. J. Chen & Friis, comb. et stat. nov.

It T ¥ xie zi cao

Basionym: Girardinia suborbiculata C. J. Chen, Acta
Phytotax. Sin. 30: 476. 1992.

Herbs annual, monoecious, Leaf blade often suborbicular,
rarely 3-lobed, base rounded or truncate, margin coarsely 8—
13-dentate or doubly dentate, teeth gradually larger distally;
petiole and veins on abaxial leaf face greenish. Male inflores-
cences spicate, 1-2 cm. Female inflorescences 1-6 cm, setulose
in axil. Achene 2-2.5 mm, not elevated at base. F1. Jul-Sep, fr.
Sep—Nov.

Forest margins, partly shady moist places, along streams, dis-
turbed places; (?100-)400-800 m. Hebei, W Henan, Jilin, Liaoning, E
Nei Mongol, S Shaanxi [Korea].

1c. Girardinia divergfolia subsp. triloba (C. J. Chen) C. J.
Chen & Friis, comb. nov.

21 X J# hong huo ma
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Basionym: Girardinia cuspidata subsp. triloba C. J. Chen,
Acta Bot. Yunnan. 4: 334. 1982; G. suborbiculata subsp. triloba
(C.J. Chen) C. J. Chen.

Herbs annual, monoecious, Leaf blade obovate or broadly

dentate or doubly dentate, petiole and veins on abaxial leaf face
often purplish. Male inflorescences spicate, 1-2 cm. Female
inflorescences 1-6 c¢cm, often densely spreading hirsute. Achene
2-2.5 mm, not elevated at base. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

o Shady moist places in forests, along streams, near villages; 300—

ovate, often 3-lobed, lobes triangular, terminal one 3—7 cm, la-
teral lobes 1.5-3 cm, base truncate or cordate, margin regularly

1800 m. Chongqing, S Gansu, Guizhou, Hubei, NW Hunan, S Shaanxi,
Sichuan, Yunnan.

6. PILEA Lindley, Collect. Bot. t. 4. 1821, nom. cons.
¥ K1E)E leng shui hua shu
Chen Jiarui (% % #ii Chen Chia-jui); Alex K. Monro
Adenia Torrey (1843), not Forsskal (1775).

Herbs or subshrubs, rarely shrubs, without stinging hairs. Stems often succulent. Leaves usually opposite, equal or unequal in
pairs, rarely alternate; petiolate, stipules deciduous or persistent, 2 at each node, axillary or rarely interpetiolar [or intrapetiolar], usu-
ally membranous, sometimes herbaceous, or papery [or fleshy]; leaf blade 3-veined or rarely pinnately veined, base symmetric or
asymmetric, margin serrate, crenate, dentate, or entire; cystoliths usually linear. Inflorescences solitary or in pairs, axillary,
glomerules usually forming loose, dichotomous cymes or cymose panicles, sometimes spikes or in dense, globose capitula of
unisexual or polygamous flowers (plants monoecious or dioecious); bracts small. Male flowers: perianth lobes (2-)4 or 5, valvate or
imbricate, often corniculate near apex; stamens (2-)4 or 5; filaments inflexed in bud; rudimentary ovary small to inconspicuous. Fe-
male flowers: perianth lobes (2 or)3(-5), subequal or strongly unequal, in fruit enlarged, when 3-lobed, the abaxial one usually
gibbous or boat-shaped, much longer and often with a corniculate appendix near apex; staminodes opposite to segments, scale-like,
usually oblong, minute or inconspicuous, in fruit enlarged. Ovary straight, often with oblique apex; stigma sessile, shortly penicillate;
ovule orthotropous. Achene usually ovoid, usually compressed or slightly compressed, often oblique, without crested appendix at
apex, partly enclosed by persistent perianth. Seeds with scarcely any endosperm; cotyledons broad. x= 8, 12, 13, 15, 18.

About 400 species: worldwide in tropical, subtropical, and rarely temperate regions; 80 species (31 endemic, one introduced) in China.

la. Inflorescences spicate, very slender; flowers arranged on only 1 side of the aXis ........cccceeuereriicerririreienes 2. P. sect. Smithiella
1b. Inflorescences cymose or nearly capitate; flowers arranged around the axis.
2a. Leaves PINNALELY VEINEA ......cocvoioiieieirieieieieieieieieieieieeettet sttt ettt ses e s et esesesesesesesesesesasesesessanssassnssanns 5. P. sect. Pilea
2b. Leaves strongly 3-veined.
3a. Female perianth lobes 5; male perianth 1obes 5, IMBIICAtE .........cccevevririeerierririieeieree e 1. P. sect. Achudemia

3b. Female perianth lobes 2—4; male perianth lobes (2—)4(or 5), valvate.
4a. Female perianth lobes 4, subequal; male perianth lobes 4(or 5); subshrubs or sometimes

PETENNIAL NETDS ...ttt sttt es 3. P. sect. Tetrameris
4b. Female perianth lobes 2 or 3, often unequal; male perianth lobes (2—)4; herbs or rarely subshrubs.
5a. Female perianth LODES 2 ........cceueueuiuiiiiiiiiiiiieieeieie ettt b e sesesenan 6. P. sect. Dimeris

5b. Female perianth lobes 3.
6a. Male inflorescences cymose, paniculate, moniliform spicate, or capitate, without a
1eCePLAC]e AN INVOIUCTES ......veieeeeiieiieieteiei ettt s s 4. P. sect. Urticella
6b. Male inflorescences capitate, with a receptacle and involucres .... .... 7. P. sect. Lecanthoides

1. Pilea sect. Achudemia (Blume) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 1. 1982.
. wuezu
Achudemia Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 57. 1856.

Herbs. Leaves 3-veined. Inflorescences unisexual, sometimes bisexual, arranged around the axis; female inflorescences cymose
or nearly capitate. Male perianth lobes 5, imbricate. Female perianth lobes 5, subequal to each other and often to achene.

About three species: E Asia; three species in China.

la. Leafblade + papery, margin inconspicuously serrate or crenate distally, rarely entire, often purplish abaxially;
female inflorescences capitate; achene rhombic-0void, Ca. 2 MM ......ceevieueirieiiirieeirieecre et 3. P. boniana
1b. Leaf blade membranous, margin coarsely dentate, light green abaxially; female inflorescences cymose; achene
ovoid, 1-1.4 mm.
2a. Leafblade oblong-ovate, (5-)9-16 cm, lateral veins 6-8 each side; male inflorescences cymose-racemose, longer
than leaves; female inflorescences laxly cymose; achene sunken on both surfaces, verrucose by margin ............ 1. P. hilliana



URTICACEAE

2b. Leaf blade rhombic-ovate or ovate, rarely lanceolate, 1-6(—10) cm, lateral veins 2—3(—5) each side; male
inflorescences often capitate, 1-1.5 cm; female inflorescences compactly cymose; achene slightly compressed,

VEITUCOSE .ivviiniiiiiinniiiiiniiiuniieiiuiiiiiiiiimiiiisiiisiissiiscssssssens

1. Pilea hilliana Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 129. 1929.
FZVIKAE cui jing leng shui hua

Herbs, monoecious or dioecious. Stems 25-100 cm tall,
succulent, but woody at base, swollen above nodes, glabrous.
Stipules deciduous, brown, oblong, 7-10 mm, membranous;
petiole 1.5-7 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, dark brown
when dry, oblong-ovate, often asymmetric, unequal in size,
(5-)9-16 x (2.5-)4-8 cm, 3-veined, lateral veins 6-8 each side,
abaxial surface glabrous, adaxial surface sparsely pilose, base
broadly cuneate or rounded, margin coarsely dentate, apex
shortly acuminate or shortly caudate. Inflorescence a cyme,
often 3-branched, the central branch often shorter than the lat-
erals, 7-15 cm overall, peduncle 5-10 cm, 1 side of axis
densely pubescent; male inflorescence cymose-racemose, lon-
ger than leaves; female inflorescence a lax cyme. Male flowers
pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.2 mm in diam.; perianth lobes puberu-
lent; stamens 5; rudimentary ovary minute, conic. Female peri-
anth lobes oblong or boat-shaped; staminodes oblong. Achene
ovoid, ca. 1 mm, sunken on both central surfaces, slightly
oblique, verrucose on elevated surfaces by the margin, enclosed
by perianth lobes subequal to achene. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Sep—
Dec.

Moist forests, near streams; 1100-2600 m. Guangxi, Guizhou,
Sichuan, SE Xizang, Yunnan [N Vietnam].

2. Pilea japonica (Maximovicz) Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin.
7:141.1929.

11¥4 7k 4 shan leng shui hua

Achudemia japonica Maximowicz, Mélanges Biol. Bull.
Phys.-Math. Acad. Imp. Sci. Saint-Pétersbourg 9: 627. 1876; A.
insignis Migo; Nanocnide closii Léveillé & Vaniot.

Herbs monoecious. Stems 5-30(—60) c¢m tall, succulent,
swollen above nodes, glabrous. Leaves opposite or subwhorled;
stipules almost persistent, light green, oblong, 3-5 mm,
membranous; petiole 0.5-2(—5) cm; leaf blade abaxially pale
green, rhombic-ovate or ovate, rarely triangular-ovate or lan-
ceolate, slightly asymmetric, unequal in size, 1-6(—10) x 0.8—
3(-5) cm, 3-veined, lateral veins 2—-3(-5) each side, both sur-
faces sparsely puberulent, base cuneate, rarely rounded or sub-
truncate, margin crenate-serrate or dentate, apex often acute,
rarely obtuse or shortly acuminate. Inflorescences sometimes of

mixed sexes; male inflorescence often a capitulum, 1-1.5 cm;
pedunculate, female inflorescence long pedunculate, 1-3(-5)
cm, subglabrous. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 1 mm in
diam.; stamens 5; rudimentary ovary minute, narrowly conic.
Female perianth lobes oblong-lanceolate; staminodes scale-like,
oblong-lanceolate. Achene ovoid, 1-1.4 mm, slightly compres-
sed, verrucose, enclosed by perianth lobes subequal to achene.
FL. Jul-Sep, fr. Aug—Nov.

Wet rocks in moist forests and near streams; 500-1900 m. Anhui,
Fujian, S Gansu, N Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hebei, Henan,
Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, S Shaanxi, Shanxi, Sichuan,
Taiwan, E Yunnan, Zhejiang [Japan, Korea, Russia (E Siberia)].

The plants are used medicinally to relieve internal fever and as a
diuretic.

3. Pilea boniana Gagnepain, Bull. Soc. Bot. France 75: 71.
1928.

TV KT wu e leng shui hua

Pilea baviensis Gagnepain; P. morseana Handel-Mazzetti;
P. pentasepala Handel-Mazzetti.

Herbs perennial, creeping rhizomatous, dioecious or
monoecious, Stems glabrous. 15-100 cm tall, succulent, but
woody at base, Stipules almost persistent, interpetiolar, deltoid,
ca. 1 mm, herbaceous; petiole 0.6-5(-7) cm; leaf blade
abaxially often purplish, often elliptic, sometimes elliptic-lan-
ceolate, oblong-elliptic, or oblong-ovate, symmetric, often un-
equal or subequal in size, (1-)3-16 x (0.8-)1.5-7.5 cm, 3-
veined, lateral veins 6-10 each side, glabrous adaxially, base
broadly cuneate or rounded, margin crenate-serrulate or indis-
tinctly undulate-crenate distally, rarely entire, apex cuspidate,
acuminate, or acute. Inflorescence a cyme, racemelike or panic-
ulate, spreading, 6-16 cm overall, peduncle 4-10 cm; female
inflorescences captitate. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud
obovoid, truncate at top, 1.5-2 mm in diam.; stamens 5;
rudimentary ovary minute, conic or linear. Female perianth
lobes oblong or boat-shaped; staminodes oblong. Achene
rhombic-ovoid, ca. 2 mm, compressed, slightly elevated by
margin, verrucose, enclosed by perianth lobes subequal to
achene. F1. Jul-Mar, fr. Sep—Jul.

Rock crevices in limestone mountain forests; 300-2200 m. W
Guangxi, SW Guizhou, SE Yunnan [N Vietnam].

2. Pilea sect. Smithiella Dunn ex C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 43. 1982.

KA K FE4L chang sui leng shui hua zu

Smithiella Dunn, Bull. Misc. Inform. Kew 1920: 211. 1920, not H. Peragallo & M. Peragallo (1901); Aboriella Bennet; Dun-

niglla Rauschert.

Herbs. Leaves 3-veined. Inflorescences unisexual, male ones not seen, female ones long spicate; flowers borne on 1 side of axis.

Female perianth lobes 5, subequal.

One species: China, NE India.

Wu Zhengyi (editor’s note) believes this section should be treated as a separate genus, in which case the correct name would be Aboriella.
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4. Pilea myriantha (Dunn) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 4. 1982.

KA KFE chang sui leng shui hua

Smithiella myriantha Dunn, Bull. Misc. Inform. Kew
1920: 211. 1920; Aboriella myriantha (Dunn) Bennet; Dunn-
iella myriantha (Dunn) Rauschert.

Herbs perennial, creeping rhizomatous, dioecious. 40-50
cm tall, stems woody at base, sparsely appressed pubescent
distally. Stipules deciduous, brownish when dry, oblong, ca. 12
mm, papery; petiole 1.5-4 cm, sparsely appressed pubescent;
leaf blade black-brown when dry, often broadly elliptic, often

symmetric, unequal or subequal in size, 7-14 x 5-10 cm, thinly
papery, 3-veined, lateral veins 56 each side, abaxial surface
glabrous, adaxial surface sparsely pilose, cystoliths linear, dis-
tinct on both surfaces, base broadly cuneate or obtuse, margin
shallowly dentate or erose-dentate, apex shortly acuminate.
Male inflorescence not seen. Female spike 14-20 cm, peduncle
8-12 cm. Female flowers pedicellate, dense; perianth lobes nar-
rowly ovate, ca. 7 mm, subapically corniculate, hirsute at apex;
staminodes 5, semiorbicular. Achene broadly ovoid, ca. 1.5
mm, compressed, inconspicuously verrucose, enclosed by peri-
anth lobes shorter than achene. Fr. Sep.

Shaded and wet places; ca. 300 m. SE Xizang [NE India].

3. Pileasect. Tetrameris C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 44. 1982.

POl siezu

Subshrubs or perennial herbs. Leaves 3-veined. Male perianth lobes 4(or 5), valvate; female perianth lobes 4, subequal, shorter

than achene.

About 13 species: SE Asia; 11 species (four endemic) in China.

la. Small subshrubs, less than 25 cm tall; stipules often over 20 mm, longitudinally 8—10-ribbed; inflorescences solitary,

over 5 cm.

2a. Leaf blade oblong-ovate, apex acuminate or shortly caudate; achene oblong-ovoid, spinulose-verrucose .... 5. P. basicordata
2b. Leaf blade ovate to suborbicular, apex obtuse, shortly acuminate, or cuspidate; achene broadly ovoid or

subglobose, purplish spots or verrucose.

3a. Stems terete; leaf blade suborbicular; achene ca. 1.2 mm

...................................................................... 6. P. amplistipulata

3b. Stems roundly 6-angled; leaf blade oblong or broadly ovate; achene ca. 2.8 mm .........cccocevreeecccncncnne. 7. P. hexagona
1b. Herbs or subshrubs, often more than 30 cm tall; stipules less than 13 mm, longitudinally 2-ribbed; inflorescences

in pairs, less than 4 cm.

4a. Male flowers in clusters or forming pedunculate capitula.

Sa. Plants erect, less than 40 cm tall; leaf blade obovate, adaxial surface with 2, white grooves; male flowers

forming pedunculate capitula, peduncle 1.5—4 CM ........ccccoeueieiiiiiiiieeee e 15. P. cadiere
Sb. Plants erect, ascending, or climbing, usually over 50 cm tall; leaf blade lanceolate, uniformly colored,

without adaxial white grooves; male flowers in axillary clusters.

6a. Leafblade oblong- or linear-lanceolate, 6-10 x 1.5-2.8 cm; petiole 0.5—1.5 €M ....ocoeveeeevernincncecnnne 13. P. rubriflora

6b. Leaf blade elliptic- or ovate-lanceolate, (3-)10-22 x (1.3-)4-6.5 cm; petiole (0.5-)2-7 cm ............ 14. P. funkikensis

4b. Male flowers in dichotomous cymes, racemes, or panicles.

7a. Leaf blade margin entire or erose, rarely inconspicuously serrate distally; achene with a purplish ring

0N bOth SUITACES .....ocveeveveeieteeeeeeeeeeeeee e

.............................................................................. 12. P. longicaulis

7b. Leaf blade margin serrate or crenate-serrate; achene without colored ring on both surfaces.
8a. Male flowers in dichotomously branched cymes; leaf blade often lanceolate.
9a. Leaf blade narrowly lanceolate, 7-15 x 2-4.5 cm; achene ovoid, spinulose-verrucose .................. 8. P. spinulosa
9b. Leaf blade ovate to lanceolate, 2.5-10 x 1.2-3.5 cm; achene oblong-ovoid, tuberculate ......... 9. P. dolichocarpa
8b. Male flowers in racemose cymes, few branched; leaf blade ovate or oblong.
10a. Leafblade oblong, apex acute; male glomerules scattered; achene ca. 2 mm, smooth, densely

purplish spotted ..o

............................................................................... 10. P. tsiangiana

10b. Leafblade ovate or ovate-lanceolate; male glomerules compact; achene ca. 1.2 mm,

SPINUIOSE-VETTUCOSE ...c.vvveereveniiereneieieneienene

5. Pilea basicordata W. T. Wang ex C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 44. 1982.

F LI JKAE ji xin ye leng shui hua

Shrubs or subshrubs glabrous, monoecious. Stems gray-
green, 6-13 cm tall, ca. 6 mm in diam., lenticels elliptic,
densely covered with bacilliform cystoliths; internodes com-
pacted; leaf scars semiorbicular, conspicuous. Leaves crowded
at apex; stipules almost persistent, brownish, oblong, 20-22 x

.......................................................................... 11. P. pseudonotata

8-10 mm, membranous, longitudinally 8—10-ribbed; peti-
ole 3-8 cm, densely covered cystoliths; leaf blade gray-green,
oblong-ovate, symmetric, subequal in size, 8-12 X 5-8 cm,
succulent, but thick papery when dry, 3-veined, lateral veins 10
each side, anastomosing by margin, cystoliths conspicuous on
both surfaces, base cordate or deeply cordate, margin undulate-
erose or subentire from middle, apex acuminate or shortly
caudate. Inflorescences solitary, a lax cymose-panicle, 8-13 cm
overall, peduncle 6-8 cm; bracts triangular-ovate, ca. 0.8 mm.



URTICACEAE

Male flowers pedicellate, in bud pear-shaped, ca. 2 mm in
diam.; perianth lobes 4, cymbiform, connate 1/2 of length,
subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute,
conic. Female flowers pedicellate; perianth lobes very unequal,
ovate-oblong, slightly keeled; staminodes scale-like, elliptic-
oblong, ca. 1.2 mm. Achene orange, oblong-ovoid, ca. 1.5 mm,
slightly compressed, spinulose-verrucose. Fl. Mar—Apr, fr.
Apr-May.

e Wet shady rocks in mixed forests on limestone mountains; ca.
900 m. Guangxi (Liucheng).

6. Pilea amplistipulata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 46. 1982.

KIEH¥2KFE da tuo ye leng shui hua

Subshrubs small, glabrous, dioecious. Stems terete, 10—15
cm; internodes 1-2 cm. Leaves crowded at stem apex; stipules
deciduous, green, oblong, 25 x 16 mm, papery, longitudinally
ribbed; petiole 6-8 cm; leaf blade abaxially gray-green, adax-
ially dark green, obovate-orbicular or suborbicular, symmetric,
subequal in size, 9-13 cm, succulent, but thick papery when
dry, 3-veined, lateral veins 10 each side, inconspicuous, with
scattered cystoliths along veins, base cordate, margin entire or
inconspicuously undulate-erose distally, apex obtuse or mucro-
nate. Inflorescences solitary, 7-10 cm overall, peduncle 4-6
cm; female ones laxly cymose-paniculate. Female flowers pe-
dunculate; 2 large perianth lobes cymbiform, ca. 0.6 mm, 2
smaller lobes oblong, 0.3—4 mm; staminodes scale-like, oblong.
Achene purplish, ovoid, ca. 1.2 mm, slightly compressed, ver-
rucose. Fl. Apr—May, fr. Jun—Aug.

e Wet shaded rocks, near streams in limestone mountains; ca. 600
m. S Yunnan (Jinping).

7. Pilea hexagona C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 46.
1982.

AR ZEKAE liu leng jing leng shui hua

Subshrubs small, stipules, petioles, both surfaces of leaf
base, and perianth lobes of flowers densely covered with cysto-
liths. dioecious; Stems roundly 6-angled, ca. 20 cm tall, ca. 6
mm in diam., sparsely pubescent on grooves; internodes 1.5-4
cm. Leaves crowded at stem apex; stipules soon deciduous,
green, oblong, 25-30 mm, papery, longitudinally 9-ribbed; peti-
ole unequal in length, 4-11 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green,
adaxially dark green, elliptic, ovate or oblong, symmetric, sub-
equal in size, 10-18 cm, succulent, but thick papery when dry,
3-veined, lateral veins 8—12 each side, elevated abaxially, base
rounded or cordate, margin crenate-serrate or subundulate from
middle, apex short acuminate or cuspidate. Inflorescences soli-
tary; borne on tops of branches, male cymes dichotomously
branched 2-3 times; ca. 5 cm, glomerules capitate, 6-10 mm in
diam.; female inflorescence a lax corymbose cyme, 7-10 cm
(including gracile peduncle 6-8 cm). Male flowers pedicellate,
in bud ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, cymbiform, connate about
1/2 of length; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute. Female
flowers subsessile, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes light blue, dorsal-
ventral lobes cymbiform, longer than lateral, lateral 2 lobes
oblong, subapically corniculate; staminodes dark brown, sub-

succulent. Achene purplish spotted. ovoid, ca. 2.8 mm, com-
pressed. Fl. Apr—May, fr. Jun—Sep.

Wet rocky places in limestone mountains; ca. 200 m. SE Yunnan
(Hekou) [N Vietnam].

8. Pilea spinulosa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 48.
1982.

J SR8 KEE ci guo leng shui hua

Herbs or subshrubs perennial, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
light green when dry, 30-100 cm; stems, stipules, and petioles
densely covered with cystoliths. Stipules deciduous, green, ob-
long, ca. 10 mm, papery, longitudinally 2-ribbed; petiole un-
equal in length, 1-4 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adax-
ially green, narrowly lanceolate, subequal in size, 7-15 x 2-4.5
cm, thinly papery, 3-veined, lateral veins 10 each side, promi-
nent abaxially, base rounded or subcordate, margin crenate
from base, apex acuminate or long acuminate. Inflorescences in
pairs; male cymes dichotomously branched 2-3 times, 1-1.5
cm; proximal bracts oblong, ca. 2 mm, distal bracts ovate, ca. 1
mm; female cymes dichotomously branched 3 or 4 times, ca.
1.5 cm. Male flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth
lobes 4, ovate-oblong, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corni-
culate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary cylindric, ca. 0.3 mm.
Female flowers shortly pedicellate; perianth lobes triangular-
ovate; staminodes oblong. Achene ovoid, ca. 1 mm, compress-
ed, oblique, sparsely spinulose-verrucose. Fl. Mar—Apr, fr.
May—Jun.

Shaded wet places in forests; 500-900 m. Guangdong, Guangxi,
Hainan [N Vietnam)].

9. Pilea dolichocar pa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
49. 1982.

YePER KAE guang liu leng shui hua

Herbs perennial or subshrubs, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
black when dry, much branched, terete, to 100 cm tall, woody
at base; stems and stipules densely covered with cystoliths.
Stipules deciduous, green, oblong, 67 mm, papery, longitu-
dinally 2-ribbed; petiole unequal in length, 0.7-2.7 cm; leaf
blade abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green, ovate to lan-
ceolate, slightly oblique, subequal in size, 2.5-10 x 1.2-3.5 cm,
papery, 3-veined, lateral veins 10 each side, transverse secon-
dary veins anastomosing by margin, both surfaces lustrous,
base rounded or subcordate, margin crenate-serrate from base,
apex acuminate or shortly caudate-acuminate. Inflorescences in
pairs, male inflorescence a cyme, dichotomously branched 4-6
times, ca. 1-2 cm; female ones dichotomously branched 3
times, ca. 1 cm; bracts ovate, ca. 0.6 mm. Male flowers shortly
pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.4 mm; perianth lobes 4, red-
dish, oblong-ovate, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corni-
culate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary conic, ca. 0.3 mm. Female
flowers shortly pedicellate; perianth lobes triangular-ovate;
staminodes oblong. Achene oblong-ovoid, ca. 1.2 mm, slightly
compressed, sparsely tuberculate, persistent perianth lobes 3
times shorter than achene. Fl. Jan—Apr, fr. Apr—May.

Shaded wet places in forests in limestone mountains; 11001300
m. W Guangxi, SE Yunnan (Xichou) [Vietnam].



URTICACEAE

10. Pilea tsiangiana Metcalfe, Lingnan Sci. J. 15: 633. 1936.
#7912 7K4E hai nan leng shui hua

Subshrubs glabrous, monoecious or dioecious. Stems light
green when dry, 30-100 cm; stems, stipules, petioles, and both
surfaces of leaf blade densely covered with cystoliths. Stipules
deciduous, green, oblong, 6-8 mm, papery, longitudinally 2-
ribbed; petiole subequal in length, 1-3.5 cm; leaf blade abax-
ially pale green, adaxially green, elliptic or oblong, subequal in
size, 7-14 x 3.5-7.5 cm, thinly papery, 3-veined, lateral veins
8-10 each side, transverse, prominent abaxially, external secon-
dary veins anastomosing by margin, base broadly cuneate,
rounded, or subcordate, margin crenate-serrate from base, apex
acute or acuminate. Inflorescences unisexual or sometimes of
mixed sexes, in pairs; male inflorescence a racemelike cyme,
few branched, 2—4.5 cm, glomerules scattered; female inflores-
cence a dichotomous cyme, ca. 1.5 cm. Male flowers reddish
brown, pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate,
connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudi-
mentary ovary cylindric, ca. 0.3 mm. Female flowers subses-
sile; perianth lobes triangular-ovate, persistent perianth 1/4 as
long as achene; staminodes oblong. Achene densely purplish
spotted, ovoid, ca. 2 mm, compressed, smooth. F1. Aug—Oct, fr.
Nov—Jan.

Shaded wet places in forests, near streams; 200-300 m. Guangxi,
Hainan [N Vietnam].

11. Pilea pseudonctata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 50. 1982.

¥4 /KL jia leng shui hua

Subshrubs glabrous, monoecious. Stems light green when
dry, to 200 cm, ca. 1.5 cm in diam.; stems, petioles, and both
surfaces of leaf blade densely covered with cystoliths. Stipules
deciduous, green, oblong-lanceolate, 10—12 mm, papery, longi-
tudinally 2-ribbed; petiole subequal in length, 2—11 cm; leaf
blade abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green, ovate or ovate-
lanceolate, subequal in size, 5-17 x 2.5-8 cm, thinly papery, 3-
veined, lateral veins 12-18 each side, transverse, prominent
abaxially, external secondary veins anastomosing by margin,
base rounded or subcordate, margin serrate or crenate-serrate,
apex acuminate. Inflorescences unisexual or sometimes mixed
sexes, in pairs, a racemelike cyme, few branched, 1-2.5 cm;
male glomerules compact. Male flower greenish, pedicellate, in
bud pear-shaped, ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate, connate
1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary conic. Female flowers pedicellate; perianth lobes lanceo-
late, ca. 1 mm, persistent perianth 1/3 as long as achene; stami-
nodes minute. Achene greenish brown, ovoid, ca. 1.2 mm,
slightly compressed, oblique, densely spiculose-verrucose. FI.
Mar—Apr, fr. May—Jun.

Shaded wet places in forests, near streams; 700-2500 m. S
Guizhou, E Xizang, S Yunnan [N Vietnam)].

This species is superficially similar to Pilea notata in appearance,
but P. notata has only 3 female perianth lobes, longer male cymes, and
outer secondary veins that do not anastomose near the margin.

12. Pilea longicaulis Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 127. 1929.

K228 7K4E chang jing leng shui hua

Subshrubs or perennial herbs glabrous, dioecious. Stems
light green when dry, terete, 50—-80 cm; stems, stipules, petioles,
and leaves densely covered with cystoliths. Stipules deciduous,
green, oblong, 7-9 mm, papery, longitudinally 2-ribbed; petiole
subequal in length, 1-3 cm; leaf blade pale green, elliptic-lan-
ceolate, elliptic, rarely ovate, subequal in size, 615 x 3—-6 cm,
+ succulent, but thinly papery when dry, 3-veined, lateral veins
10 each side, transverse, inconspicuous on both surfaces, ex-
ternal secondary veins indistinctly anastomosing by margin,
both surfaces lustrous, base obtuse, broadly cuneate, rounded,
or subcordate, margin entire or erose, rarely serrate distally,
apex acuminate or shortly caudate-acuminate. Inflorescences in
pairs; male inflorescence a dichotomously branched cymose
panicle or cymose raceme, or compacted into capitulum,
1-2(-5) cm. Male flowers purplish or yellow, pedicellate, in
bud obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, elliptic, connate 1/2
of length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary conic. Female flowers subsessile; perianth lobes elliptic,
persistent perianth 1/3 as long as achene; staminodes oblong.
Achene ellipsoid-ovoid, ca. 1.5 mm, compressed, with a pur-
plish ring on both surfaces. Fl. Jan—Feb, fr. Mar-May.

Shaded wet places in forests often in limestone mountains; 400—
1500 m. W Guangxi, Guizhou, Sichuan [Laos, N Vietnam].

la. Herbs perennial; male flowers compacted
into capitula, yellowish ............ccccoeunne. 12¢. var. flaviflora
1b. Subshrubs; male flowers in cymose
racemes or cymose panicles, purplish.
2a. Inflorescences 1-2 cm; leaf blade
elliptic-lanceolate or elliptic, base
broadly cuneate or obtuse, margin
entire or crenate distally ............. 12a. var. longicaulis
2b. Inflorescences 1.5-5 cm; leaf blade
broadly elliptic or ovate, base
rounded or subcordate, margin
erose distally ......ccoeoeveverennnrrericieen 12b. var. erosa

12a. Pilealongicaulis var. longicaulis

KZE¥ KAEJR L) chang jing leng shui hua (yuan bian
zhong)

Subshrubs. Stems to 80 cm tall. Leaf blade elliptic-lan-
ceolate or elliptic, base broadly cuneate or obtuse, margin entire
or crenate distally. Inflorescences 1-2 cm. Male flowers dark
purplish. F1. Jan—Feb, fr. Mar—May.

Shaded wet places in forests often in limestone mountains; ca. 700
m. W Guangxi (Longzhou) [N Vietnam].

The plants are used medicinally as a diuretic and to treate trauma-
tic injuries.
12b. Pilea longicaulis var. erosa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 2(3): 52. 1982.
Wifhy2 7K f€ nie shi leng shui hua

Subshrubs to 60 cm tall. Leaf blade broadly elliptic or
ovate, base rounded or subcordate, margin erose distally. In-
florescences 1.5-5 cm. Male flowers dark purplish. Fl. Oct—
Nov, fr. Nov—Dec.

o Shaded wet places in forests in limestone mountains; 400-1100
m. W Guangxi (Debao).
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12c. Pilea longicaulis var. flaviflora C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 52. 1982.

#AE1® /KFE huang hua leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, to 80 cm tall. Leaf blade elliptic-lanceo-
late, base rounded, margin crenate-serrate distally. Male inflo-
rescence a capitulum. Male flowers yellowish. F1. Jul-Sep.

Shaded wet places in forests; 400-1500 m. Guizhou, Sichuan
[Laos].

This taxon appears to be quite different from the typical variety;
further taxonomic study of this group is needed.

13. Pilea rubriflora C. H. Wright, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 26: 478.
1898.

214E¥2 K4E hong hua leng shui hua

Herbs or subshrubs perennial, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
blue-green when dry, terete, 40-80 cm, ca. 8 mm in diam.,
waxy; stems, stipules, petioles, and leaves densely covered with
cystoliths. Stipules deciduous, green, oblong, ca. 7 mm, papery,
longitudinally 2-ribbed; petiole subequal in length, 0.5-1.5 cm;
leaf blade pale green and lustrous on both surfaces, oblong- or
linear-lanceolate, 6-10 x 1.5-2.8 cm, papery, 3-veined, lateral
veins 12—15 each side, transverse, conspicuous abaxially, exter-
nal secondary veins anastomosing by margin, base rounded or
subcordate, margin serrulate, apex acuminate. Male inflores-
cence a compact, cymose cluster; female inflorescence un-
known. Male flowers light yellowish, then reddish, pedicel 2-3
mm, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.6 mm,; perianth lobes 4, elliptic, con-
nate about 1/2 of length, 2 lobes subapically corniculate; sta-
mens 4; rudimentary ovary minute. F1. Apr.

e Shaded wet places in forests, near streams; 800-1500 m. W
Hubei, E Sichuan.

14. Pilea funkikensis Hayata, Icon. P1. Formosan. 6: 45. 1916.
AL WIS KA fen qi hu leng shui hua

Subshrubs glabrous, monoecious or dioecious. Stems
green when dry, erect, ascending, or climbing, terete, to 200 cm
tall, woody at base, usually with galls on mid portion of in-
ternodes; stems, stipules, petioles, and leaves densely covered
with cystoliths. Stipules caducous, green, oblong, 13-23 mm,
papery, longitudinally 2-ribbed; petiole unequal in length,

(0.5-)2—7 cmy; leaf blade elliptic- or ovate-lanceolate, unequal
in size, (3-)10-22 x (1.3-)4-6.5 cm, papery, 3-veined, lateral
veins 8-10 each side, transverse, external secondary veins in-
distinctly anastomosing by margin, cystoliths conspicuous, base
slightly oblique, broadly cuneate or rounded, margin serrulate
or obscurely serrulate, apex acute to caudate-acuminate. Inflo-
rescences in pairs, of mixed sexes; male inflorescence a cymose
panicle or few branched, interrupted spike; peduncle to 4.5 cm;
female inflorescence a cyme. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud
obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes (3 or)4, cymbiform,
connate about 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate, persistent
perianth lobes 0.5-0.7 mm, 1/2 as long as achene; stamens (3
or)4; rudimentary ovary conic. Female flowers subsessile; peri-
anth lobes dimorphic; staminodes oblong. Achene asymmetri-
cally ovoid, ca. 1.3 mm, compressed. F1. May—Jul, fr. Aug—Oct.

o Shaded wet places in forests, ravines; 400—1400 m. Taiwan.

15. Pilea cadierei Gagnepain & Guillemin, Bull. Mus. Natl.
Hist. Nat., sér. 2, 10: 629. 1939.

1EM¥% 7K 4E hua ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial or subshrubs, rhizomatous, glabrous,
dioecious. Stems erect, 15-40 cm tall, somewhat succulent,
woody at base; stems, stipules, petioles, and leaves densely
covered with cystoliths. Stipules caducous, green, brownish
when dry, oblong, 10—-13 mm, papery, longitudinally 2-ribbed;
petiole subequal in length, 0.7-1.5 cm; leaf blade obovate,
subequal in size, 2.5-6 x 1.5-3 cm, papery, 3-veined, lateral
veins 3 each side, external secondary veins anastomosing by
margin, adaxial surface with 2 interrupted white grooves, base
broadly cuneate or subrounded, margin obscurely dentate or
erose, apex mucronate. Inflorescences in pairs; male inflores-
cence a capitulum, peduncle 1.5-4 cm; glomerules 6—10 mm in
diam.; bracts broadly ovate, ca. 3 mm. Male flowers: pedicel 2—
3 mm, in bud pear-shaped, ca. 2.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, cymbi-
form, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary conic. Female flowers subsessile; persistent
perianth lobes 0.5-0.7 mm, 1/2 as long as achene; staminodes
oblong. Achene ovoid, ca. 1.5 mm, compressed. F1. Sep—Nov,
fr. Nov—Dec.

Shaded wet places in forests; 500-1500 m. Guizhou, Yunnan
[Vietnam].

This species is commonly cultivated as an ornamental.

4. Pilea sect. Urticella Miquel in Martius, F1. Bras. 4(1): 198. 1853.

= #4H sanezu

Herbs, rarely shrubs. Leaves 3-veined from base of blade, rarely main lateral veins arising above base. Inflorescences unisexual.
Male perianth lobes (2-)4, valvate; female perianth lobes 3, usually unequal.

About 370 species: worldwide in tropical, subtropical, and rarely temperate regions; 58 species (25 endemic) in China.

la. Leaves of each pair very unequal, the larger over 5 times as long as the smaller.
2a. Minor leaves of each pair strongly reduced, less than ca. 1 cm, sometimes absent, margin serrulate; male

flowers borne around axis of inflorescence .........c.ccocveunenn..

........................................................................... 73. P. pellionioides

2b. Minor leaves of each pair conspicuous, more than ca. 1 cm, margin entire or subentire; male flowers borne

along side of inflorescence.

3a. Leafblade at least on upper stem base distinctly peltate, lateral veins U-shaped at base; achene verrucose ....... 71. P. insolens

3b. Leaf blade basifixed, lateral veins spreading; achene smooth

......................................................................... 72. P. anisophylla
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1b. Leaves of each pair subequal or unequal but less than 5 times in size.
4a. Plants with at least some multicellular hairs.
Sa. Inflorescences usually unbranched, moniliform, sometimes few branched; leaf blade elliptic or ovate-elliptic,
with incurved deeply SEITALE ACUMEN ........oovueueueiiieeieieie ettt es s seseenen 70. P. medogensis
5b. Inflorescences cymose or branched; leaf blade ovate or lanceolate with entire or shallowly serrulate acumen.
6a. Inflorescences dichotomously cymose or cymose-paniculate, 1-2 cm; stipules triangular, ca. 1 mm.
7a. Male flowers in bud pear-shaped, ca. 1.2 mm, with a beak at apex; leaf blade ovate, cystoliths fusiform,

conspicuous only along Veins abaXially ...........ccceeuririrrrierririnirieieieiriee ettt seseeen 66. P. rogtellata
7b. Male flowers in bud globose, ca. 0.7 mm, corniculate below apex; leaf blade narrowly ovate or
lanceolate, cystoliths short fusiform or subpunctate, dense on both Surfaces ...........c.cceeveveieievererererennnnnes 67. P. salwinensis

6b. Inflorescences paniculate, 8—16 cm; stipules oblong or lanceolate, ca. 5 mm.
8a. Leaves unequally paired, broadly ovate or suborbicular, 3—12 x 2-9 cm; petiole 0.6-4.5 cm; achene

€. 0.6 TTUTL .ottt bbbttt s 68. P. umbrosa
8b. Leaves strongly unequally paired, ovate to oblong-ovate, 69 x 3.5-4.5 cm; petiole 0—1.5 cm,
small leaf sessile; aChene Ca. 1 MIM .......oeuivieveeiiieieeiecetceeece ettt es et es et ene s eseresenas 69. P. multicdlularis

4b. Plants with unicellular hairs or glabrous.
9a. Male flowers 2-merous; inflorescences cincinnus.
10a. Stipules soon deciduous, ovate-oblong, 2—3 mm,; female perianth lobes 3, subequal or abaxial lobe the

shortest; achene With COLOTEA AOS .........c.oouiiuiiieiieeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt eae et aseaeeeenean 64. P. pumila
10b. Stipules persistent, orbicular or subcordate, 2.5-4 mm; female perianth lobes 3, strongly unequal, abaxial
lobe the longest, ca. 10 times as long as the lateral 2 lobes; achene without colored dots ...........c.cccoenene. 65. P. pauciflora

9b. Male flowers 4-merous; inflorescences not cincinnus.
11a. Leafblade, all or some, peltate.
12a. Leaves submembranous or thinly papery.

13a. Stems to 100 cm tall; leaf blade peltate, base often truncate; male inflorescences 3—11 cm ........... 53. P. paniculigera
13b. Stems ca. 25 cm tall; leaf blade unequally paired, only major one peltate; male inflorescences
L5735 CIM s 54. P. racemiformis

12b. Leaves succulent, papery or thickly papery when dried.
14a. Stems 10—40 cm tall, internodes compact; leaf blade suborbicular, apex subrounded; stipule ca.

7 mm; male infloreScences 10-28 CIM ........ocoovviririeieieieieieieeeii ettt sesns 55. P. peperomioides
14b. Stems 5-27 cm, internodes 1-4 cm; leaf blade broadly ovate or suborbicular, apex acute or
short acuminate; stipule ca. 1 mm; male inflorescences 3—4 CM ......c.coovueeeeeeieninnnre s 56. P. pdtata

11b. Leaf blade basifixed.
15a. Male inflorescences capitate or subcapitate, glomerules sometimes arranged on racemose branches.
16a. Plants with tubers.
17a. Tubers globose, whitish gray, 3-20 mm in diam.; leaves on middle and upper nodes, ovate or
rhombic-0ovate, aPEX ODLUSE OF ACULE .......ccveveririeueririeeeieieteieteteteteteseeteseesseseeebeseeesesesesseseneesenenessenens 62. P. racemosa
17b. Tubers at base of stem or sometimes at rhizome nodes conic, brownish, 5-10 mm in diam.; leaves
crowded at stem apex, often 4-6 in whorl, ovate to lanceolate, apex acuminate (acute in upper
leaves Of Var. INCISOSAITALA) .......cocooiriririririeieieieieteteie ettt ss bbb bbb s sssesesesesssssnnnes 63. P. approximata
16b. Plants without tubers.
18a. Leaf blade succulent, broadly ovate, rhombic, or orbicular.
19a. Herbs erect; leaf blade 8-20 x 6—18 mm, base often broadly cuneate or rounded; petiole

5-20 mm; male perianth lobes not corniculate at APEX .........cceceereeeririririeieieieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeees 60. P. cavalerie
19b. Herbs prostrate; leaf blade 4-8 x 4-8.5 mm, base truncate; petiole 0.2—0.6 mm; male perianth
lobes cOrniculate DELOW @PEX ........cceeiiiririieieieieieieieieieieieteieieee st s b se et sesesesessnsees 61. P. sinocrassifolia

18b. Leaf blade not succulent, ovate or linear.
20a. Herbs 5-10 cm tall, simple; leaf blade elliptic-lanceolate or oblong-linear, membranous, margin
entire or shallowly 1-lobed in middle Part ...........cocovrirrieeeecii e 59. P. linearifolia
20b. Herbs 10-35 cm tall, much branched; leaf blade ovate or lanceolate, rarely linear, + papery,
margin serrate.
21a. Leafblade narrowly lanceolate, 2—5 x 0.4—1 cm, margin serrulate; female perianth lobes 3,

abaxial lobe short corniculate DElOW @PEX ........ccceueiririereeueirieieeeieiriseeeiee et enees 57. P. bambusifolia
21b. Leafblade ovate, 0.7-2.5 x 0.6—1 cm, margin obtusely 2—4-serrate; female perianth lobes 3,
abaxial lobe strongly recurved corniculate DElOW @PEX ......ccovvvereeuerririerenieiririee e 58. P. unciformis

15b. Male inflorescences dichotomously cymose, cymose-paniculate, or moniliform spicate, but not capitate.
22a. Male inflorescences moniliform spicate of remote glomerules; stipules triangular, persistent.
23a. Plants 50-150 cm tall; leaf blade 513 x 3—7 cm, margin coarsely serrate; achene ca. 1.8 mm ...... 51. P. monilifera
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23b. Plants 3-20(—40) cm tall; leaf blade 1-6 % 0.5-3 cm, margin entire or sparsely crenate; achene 0.4—0.6

mm.
24a. Leafblade cordate, 0.6-1.5 x 0.5-1.4 cm, margin 4—6-crenate each side; male inflorescences 0.5-1.2
cm; achene with a colored dotted CIICIE ........oviviveveeiieriiecceeeeeee et 52. P. microcardia

24b. Leafblade 1.5-6 cm, margin entire; male inflorescences ca. 2 cm or more; achene verrucose.
25a. Leaf blade broadly elliptic or rhombic-orbicular; male inflorescences 2—5 cm; female ones

capitate; achene iNCONSPICUOUSLY VEITUCOSE .......ccovrvevrirururueeeieieieieieieeereresesese ettt 49. P. media
25b. Leaf blade rhombic-elliptic or rhombic-lanceolate; male inflorescences ca. 2 cm; female
ones racemose; aChene SPINUIOSE-VEITUCOSE .....c.cuvveureerceruerririresrietetsereseeeiesessessesesesesssacsesens 50. P. elegantissima

22b. Male inflorescences dichotomously cymose; stipules different forms, persistent or deciduous.
26a. Female perianth lobes usually equal in size (unequal in P. hookeriana), connate 1/2 of length
or to apex, often obtuse at apex.
27a. Stipules soon deciduous, oblong, 7-20 mm.
28a. Stipules interpetiolar; male inflorescence unbranched, capitate or moniliform; female
perianth 10DES UNEQUAL ......c.ovururieirieirieietetei ettt sttt sestesene 44. P. hookeriana

28b. Stipules intrapetiolar; male inflorescence cymose, branched; female perianth lobes equal.

29a. Leaf blade membranous or herbaceous, margin coarsely serrate, cystoliths fusiform,

0.3—0.4 mm; achene 1.2—1.6 MM ...c.oooiiuiiiiiiicieiccee ettt 45. P. angulata

29b. Leaf blade papery, margin serrulate, cystoliths linear, 0.5-0.6 mm; achene ca. 0.8 mm ............. 46. P. notata
27b. Stipules persistent, triangular, 1-2(—4) mm.

30a. Leafblade acuminate or short caudate, margin 18—24-Crenate ............ceceeeeveeeruereiereeneeeereeenenns 16. P. verrucosa

30b. Leafblade caudate or long caudate, margin less than 15-dentate ............cccocovvvererereeecenininnnne 47. P. sinofasciata

26b. Female perianth lobes unequal in size, free or connate at base, often acute at apex.
31a. Female inflorescences dichotomously cymose, sometimes compacted into clusters; male
inflorescences dichotomously cymose, or cymose-paniculate; achene subglobose; basal
veins on leaf blade prominent adaxially.
32a. Stipules cordate or oblong-ovate, 3-8 mm; male inflorescences solitary, cymose-paniculate.
33a. Male inflorescences often shorter or sometimes slightly longer than petioles; stipules
oblong-ovate.

34a. Leafblade membranous, oblong or elliptic, 9—15 X 5-8 €M ......ccevevevereiiiriiiieeieies 23. P. dliptilimba

34b. Leaf blade papery, elliptic-lanceolate, 3—7 X 1.2-2.3 €M ..cccoevveeeeeieieiiiieeee e 24. P. chartacea
33b. Male inflorescences often longer than petioles; stipules cordate.

35a. Leafblade elliptic, ovate, ovate- or elliptic-lanceolate ............cccoveerireenineinireineeeeeene 20. P. aquarum

35b. Leaf blade obovate-oblong.
36a. Stems with several sinuately membranous wings, glabrous; female cymes 1-1.5
CIML .ottt e 22. P. subcoriacea
36b. Stems without wings, densely pubescent; female cymes 2—5 cm 21. P. corditipulata
32b. Stipules triangular, 1-2(—4) mm; male inflorescences in pairs (solitary in P. matsudae),
dichotomously cymose.
37a. Leafblade + leathery; male cymes often longer than leaves ...........ccccoeeeiiinincnnnnenne 25. P. lomatogramma
37b. Leafblade often membranous; male cymes or cymose panicles shorter than leaves.
38a. Male inflorescences shorter than petioles; leaf blade broadly elliptic or ovate, margin
coarsely serrate.
39a. Plants densely pubescent; male cymes in compact CIUSLETS .........ccoeeveeerrireereeieereriirenennnes 19. P. villicaulis
39b. Plants subglabrous; male cymes in panicles 48. P. matsudae
38b. Male inflorescences often longer than petioles; leaf blade elliptic to lanceolate, margin
serrate, crenate-serrate, or serrulate.
40a. Leafblade unequally paired, usually elliptic, base narrowly cuneate, margin serrulate or
rarely subentire; achene ca. 1.8 MM ........c.ooiuiuiiiiii e 18. P. somae
40b. Leaf blade subequally paired, elliptic to lanceolate, base cuneate or subrounded, margin
serrate or crenate-serrate; achene 0.7-0.8 mm.
41a. Leafblade sparsely pilose adaxially, often 3-veined, rarely triplinerved; male perianth

lobes acute without corniculate appendix at apex; plants dioecious ...........cccoveveereenencne 16. P. verrucosa
41b. Leaf blade glabrous, triplinerved; male perianth lobes corniculate at apex; herbs
INONOECIOUS .uevttaiaieeietetiiaesetetetstatsesetetestsesesesetstsesebeses et tseaesetesstseseaesesesensaeseseenen 17. P. rotundinucula

31b. Female and male inflorescences all cymose-paniculate; achene ovoid or oblong; basal veins
on leaf blade even or sunken adaxially.
42a. Stipules oblong or oblong-lanceolate, 4-12 mm.
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43a. Stipules brownish, 4-8 mm,; leaf margin serrate; achene smooth.
44a. Upper stems and petioles glabrous or puberulent; leaf blade ovate or ovate-lanceolate,
asymmetric; inflorescences longer than Petioles ...........cocveeririeeririeinirieirineereeeeeeeeeeeieens 26. P. martini
44b. Stems and petioles densely spreading villous; leaf blade oblong-elliptic; inflorescences

shorter than petioles ..........ccoeeeueeeenencns

.......................................................................... 27. P. menghaiensis

43b. Stipules greenish, 5—-12 mm; leaf margin sharply serrulate or crenate; achene with a

colored ring or smooth.

45a. Achene with a colored ring; leaf margin shallowly but sharply serrulate, sometimes

CHALE ..o 30. P. bracteosa

45b. Achene smooth; leaf margin crenate.
46a. Plants 30-80 cm tall; leaf blade 7-16 x 4-8 cm, oblique; stipules 8-12 mm ................... 28. P. cordifolia
46b. Plants 10-25 cm tall; leaf blade 1-3 x 0.6-2.5 cm, not oblique; stipules 4-5 mm ............. 29. P. oxyodon

42b. Stipules triangular, 1-2(-3) mm (to 5 mm in P. longipedunculata).

47a. Male inflorescences shorter than leaves.

48a. Male inflorescences slightly longer than petioles; cystoliths linear.
49a. Leaf blade subequally paired, base broadly cuneate to emarginate, margin serrulate,
terminal veins interruptedly thickened; achene oblique, verrucose, often with a colored

ring by Margin .......cceeeeeeeeccncncncncncne

..................................................................................... 31. P. scripta

49b. Leaf blade unequally paired, base auriculate or cordate, margin crenate, terminal veins
not thickened; achene not oblique, smooth or finely reticulate ...........cccocevveeirereinnenene 32. P. auricularis
48b. Male inflorescences shorter than petioles; cystoliths subpunctate or very short botuliform.
50a. Herbs weak or subshrubs, often climbing, glabrous; leaf apex acuminate, margin entire

or shallowly serrate .........c.cccocvvuvueeeeee.

50b. Herbs robust, covered with dense brownish squamae; leaf apex caudate-acuminate;

margin crenulate ..........ooeeeeererrennnne

47b. Male inflorescences longer than leaves.

51a. Leaf margin entire or inconspicuously 1-3-serrulate near apex.
52a. Achene strongly elevated as eyeball; leaf blade often falcate-lanceolate ............. 41. P. longipeduncul ata
52b. Achene verrucose; leaf blade often ovate.
53a. Leafblade narrowly ovate to elliptic-lanceolate, 5—13 x 2—5 cm, 2-serrulate apically,
lateral veins transverse, regularly reticulate .............cooeoeerrieeeiriniesee e 42. P. subedentata
53b. Leafblade ovate, lanceolate, or obovate-oblong, 1-15 % 0.6-5 cm, entire, lateral

veins irregularly reticulate ...............

51b. Leaf margin serrate.

............................................................................ 43. P. plataniflora

54a. Male inflorescences rather longer than leaves; achene with a colored circle or strongly

elevated as eyeball.

55a. Herbs to 2 m tall; leaf blade elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, symmetric, 10-25 %

5-16 cm; male inflorescences 15—35 CM ...c.c.cuvuviveeeecreirininceieirceeeeceeeees 39. P. melastomoides
55b. Herbs 15-35(—80) cm tall; leaf blade broadly ovate or elliptic, somewhat
asymmetric, 5—12(—18) x 2.5-5(-8) cm; male inflorescences 8—14 cm ...................... 40. P. howelliana

54b. Male inflorescences not or slightly longer than leaves; achene smooth or dotted but

without colored circle.

56a. Leaf base rounded to subcordate; male perianth lobes beaked at apex; achene oblique at

apex.
57a. Herbs 20-30 c¢m tall; leaf blade 2-6.5 x 1.5-2.5 c¢m; achene ca. 1 mm, smooth ............. 35. P. wightii
57b. Herbs 30-120 cm tall; leaf blade 4-14 x 2—7 cm; achene ca. 1.5 mm, smooth, often
PUIPLISH AOTEEA ..ottt en 36. P. symmeria
56b. Leaf base cordate; male perianth lobes acute; achene not oblique.
58a. Leafblade lanceolate, margin sinuate-crenate; female inflorescences 5—11 cm;
achene ca. 2 mm, enclosed by equal perianth 10bes ..........ccooveeerieiireiinreieene 37. P. macrocarpa
58b. Leaf blade usually falcate-lanceolate, margin sharply serrate; female inflorescences
1.5-4 cm; achene ca. | mm, enclosed by unequal perianth lobes ...........ccccceeueneee. 38. P. semisessilis

16. Pilea verrucosa Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 134. 1929.
PERB KA liu guo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, rhizomatous, subglabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems brownish when dry, 20-100 cm tall, succu-
lent, with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules persistent,

broadly triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous, veinless; petiole
subequal in length, 1-7 cm; leaf blade abaxially purplish or pale
green, adaxially dark green, elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, sub-
equal in size, 3-18 % 1.8-7 cm, membranous to thinly papery,
3-veined or triplinerved, lateral veins many, transverse, reticu-
late, prominent abaxially, abaxial surface glabrous, adaxial sur-
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face sparsely pilose, base rounded or cuneate, margin serrate or
crenate-serrate, apex acuminate or caudate-acuminate. Inflores-
cences in pairs, male a dichotomously branched paniculate
cyme, 2-5 cm overall, peduncle 1-2.5 cm; female cymes some-
times compacted into clusters, 0.7-2 cm. subsessile or shortly
pedunculate. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 2 mm; peri-
anth lobes 4, ovate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small, conic.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, sub-
apically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene
ovoid, 0.7-0.8 mm, slightly compressed, oblique, verrucose. Fl.
Apr—May(—Sep), fr. May—Jul(—Jan).

Shaded wet places in forests, near streams; 400-1600 m. Chong-
qing, Fujian, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hainan, Hubei, Hunan, Sichuan, Yun-
nan [N Vietnam].

la. Leafblade 3-veined, base rounded or
broadly cuneate ...........ooerrreririennnee 16a. var. verrucosa
1b. Leafblade triplinerved, base narrowly
cuneate or obtuse.
2a. Leafblade black when dry; petiole
1-2 cm; achene spinulose-
VEITUCOSE ..ovoviveererenennneseseresenens 16b. var. fujianensis
2b. Leafblade dark green or brown
when dry; petiole 1.5-7 cm;
achene VErrucose .................. 16¢. var. subtriplinervia

16a. Pilea verrucosa var. verrucosa

PEFS KB ZFI) liu guo leng shui hua (yuan bian zhong)

Pilea gracillis Handel-Mazzetti; P. nanchuanensis C. J.
Chen; P. purpuréla C. J. Chen; P. symmeria Weddell var. sub-
coriacea Handel-Mazzetti.

Petiole 1-7 cm; leaf blade elliptic or oblong lanceolate, 3—
18 x 1.8-5 cm, papery, 3-veined, base rounded or broadly cune-
ate; Achene ca. 0.7 mm, verrucose. Fl. Apr—May, fr. May—Jul.

Shaded wet places in forests, near streams; 400-1600 m. Chong-
qing, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Sichuan, Yunnan [N Vietnam].

The plants are used medicinally to stimulate the spleen and relieve
edema.

16b. Pilea verrucosa var. fujianensis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 55. 1982.

1t ¥4 7K4E min bei leng shui hua

Petiole 1-2 cm; leaf blade black when dry, lanceolate, 10—
14 x 2.3-4.2 cm, membranous, triplinerved, base narrowly
cuneate; Achene ca. 0.5 mm, spinulose-verrucose. Fl. May, fr.
Jun—Jul.

® Wet places by streams; 8001000 m. Fujian (Jianning, Taining).

16¢. Pilea verrucosa var. subtriplinervia C. J. Chen, Bull.
Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 56. 1982.

B 3K /KAE i ji mai leng shui hua

Petiole 1.5-7 cm; leaf blade dark green or brownish when
dry, narrowly elliptic or elliptic-lanceolate, 8-17 x 3-7 cm,

submembranous, triplinerved, base cuneate or obtuse; Achene
ca. 0.8 mm, verrucose. F1. Sep, fr. Oct—Jan.

o Shaded wet places in forests; 400-600 m. Hainan (Dongfang).

17. Pilea rotundinucula Hayata, Icon. Pl. Formosan. 6: 49.
1916.

Y% IKTE yuan guo leng shui hua

Pilea distachys Yamamoto; P. funkikensis Hayata var.
rotundinucula (Hayata) S. S. Ying.

Herbs perennial, rhizomatous, glabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems erect or ascending, 20-60 cm tall, succulent,
with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules persistent,
broadly triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous, veinless; petiole
subequal in length, 0.5-4 cm; leaf blade brownish when dry,
elliptic- or oblong-lanceolate, subequal in size, 5.5-22 x 1.1-75
cm, membranous to herbaceous, triplinerved or 3-veined, lateral
veins many, apical ones conspicuous, transverse, reticulate,
prominent abaxially, base cuneate, margin serrulate, sometimes
entire, apex acuminate. Inflorescences in pairs, male a dichot-
omously branched cyme, 2.5-9 cm overall, peduncle 1-3.2 cm;
female cymes sometimes compacted into clusters, 0.6-3.5 cm.
subsessile or shortly pedunculate. Male flowers pedicellate, in
bud obovoid, ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate, connate about
1/2 of length; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small, conic.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, sub-
apically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene
subglobose, 0.7-0.8 mm, slightly compressed, oblique, verru-
cose. Fl. Apr—Jun, fr. Jul-Sep.

o Shaded wet places in forests, near streams, sunny roadsides and
rocks in moist places; 300—1500 m. Taiwan.

18. Pilea somae Hayata, Icon. P1. Formosan. 6: 50. 1916.
1% KTE xi ye leng shui hua
Pilea funkikensis Hayata var. somae (Hayata) S. S. Ying.

Herbs perennial, sometimes woody at base, glabrous,
dioecious. Stems ascending, 50-60 cm tall. Stipules persistent,
broadly triangular, ca. 1.5 mm, membranous, veinless; petiole
subequal or unequal in length, 0.5-7.5 cm; leaf blade elliptic to
oblong-lanceolate, subequal or unequal in size, 2.5-15 x 1-5
cm, membranous to herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins incon-
spicuous, reticulate, prominent abaxially, base cuneate, margin
serrulate to tip, apex acuminate. Inflorescences in pairs, male a
dichotomously branched paniculate cyme, 2.4-6.5 cm overall,
peduncle 2.5-4.5 cm; female cymes 0.5-4 cm, shortly
pedunculate. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca. 2
mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate, connate about 1/2 of length;
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small, conic. Female flowers
subsessile, in bud ca. 1.4 mm; perianth lobes connate at base,
unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, subapically cornicu-
late; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene subglobose, 0.7—
0.8 mm, slightly compressed, oblique, indistinctly verrucose.
FI1. Mar—Jun, fr. Jul-Sep.

o Shaded wet places in forests, near streams, sunny roadsides and
rocks in moist places; 100-900 m. S Taiwan.



URTICACEAE

19. Pilea villicaulis Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 125. 1929.
FEZ£18/KFE mao jing leng shui hua
Pileavillicaulis var. subglabra C. J. Chen.

Herbs perennial, rhizomatous, dioecious. Stems few
branched, 2050 cm tall, succulent, with galls on mid portion of
internodes; stems and petioles densely spreading-villous or
sometimes glabrous. Stipules persistent, broadly triangular, 2-3
mm, membranous, veinless; petiole unequal or subequal in
length, 1-7 cm; leaf blade oblong-elliptic, rarely broadly ovate,
unequal or subequal in size, 5-15 x 2.5-8 cm, membranous, 3-
veined, lateral veins many, prominent abaxially, both surfaces
sparsely pilose, base broadly cuneate, rounded or cordate, mar-
gin coarsely serrate or dentate, apex entire, acute or caudate.
Inflorescences in pairs of dichotomous cymes compacted into
clusters, 0.5-1.5 cm, often pubescent on the axis. Male flowers
light green or pink, pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth
lobes 4, 2 cymbiform, subapically corniculate, 2 oblong; sta-
mens 4; rudimentary ovary small, conic. Female flowers sub-
sessile, in bud ca. 0.7 mm; perianth lobes connate at base,
unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, subapically cornicu-
late; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene ovoid, ca. 1 mm,
slightly compressed, oblique, strongly verrucose. Fl. Aug, fr.
Oct.

o Shaded wet places by streams or in near streams; 5002500 m.
S Yunnan.

20. Pilea aquarum Dunn, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 38: 366. 1908.
1B E¥R7KAE shi sheng leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, sometimes puberulent,
dioecious or sometimes monoecious. Stems often reddish,
simple or few branched, 1070 cm tall, succulent, with galls on
mid portion of internodes. pubescent or glabrous, Stipules
persistent, subcordate, 3—5 mm, membranous, acute at apex,
veiness; petioles subequal or unequal in length, 0.5-3.5 cm,
pubescent or glabrous; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially
dark green, lustrous, broadly elliptic or ovate-elliptic, some-
times lanceolate, subequal or unequal in size, 1.5-14 X 1-7 cm,
membranous, 3-veined, prominent adaxially, lateral veins
several, subtransverse, inconspicuous, both surfaces pubescent
or glabrous, base broadly cuneate or obtuse, sometimes oblique,
margin obtusely crenate, crenate-serrate, or coarsely dentate,
apex acute, obtuse, or acuminate. Inflorescences solitary; male
inflorescence a cymose panicle, 2—7 cm overall, peduncle 1.5-
3.5 cm; female cymes dichotomously branched, compacted into
clusters, pedunculate or subsessile. Male flowers pedicellate, in
bud ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, elliptic, subapically corniculate;
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small. Female flowers subsessile;
perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbi-
form, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like,
oblong. Achene greenish brown, obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.7 mm,
slightly compressed, verrucose. Fl. (Nov—)Feb—May, fr. (Mar—)
May-Jun.

Wet places along ditches or streams; 200-2600 m. Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hainan, Hunan, Jiangxi, SE Sichuan,
Taiwan, SE Yunnan [Japan, Vietnam].

la. Herbs to 70 tall; leaf blade obliquely
ovate, 5-14 x 2.5-7 cm, margin coarsely
dentate; male inflorescences shorter
than or little longer than petioles
...................................................... 20c. subsp. acutidentata
1b. Herbs 10-50 cm tall; leaf blade
elliptic or lanceolate, 1.5-6 x 1-4 cm,
margin crenate; male inflorescences
longer than leaves.
2a. Leafblade elliptic or ovate-elliptic,
apex acute; female cymes in sessile
or shortly pedunculate clusters,
lessthan 1 cm ... 20a. subsp. aguarum
2b. Leafblade ovate-lanceolate or
elliptic-lanceolate, apex acuminate;
female cymes pedunculate,
0.5-3 cm e 20b. subsp. brevicornuta

20a. Pilea aquarum subsp. aquarum
TBAEV KIERIEAN) shi sheng leng shui hua (yuan ya zhong)
Pilea velutinipes Handel-Mazzetti, p.p.

Herbs, often puberulent, 10-30 cm tall, Leaf blade broadly
elliptic or ovate-elliptic, 1.5-6 x 1-4 cm, margin crenate, apex
acute. Male inflorescence a cymose panicle, 1.5-3.5 cm; female
cymes in clusters, less than ca. 1 cm. Achene verrucose. Fl.
Mar—May, fr. Apr—Jun.

o Shaded wet places along ditches, near streams; 3001500 m.
Fujian, N Guangdong, Hunan, Jiangxi, SE Sichuan.

Other syntype material of Pilea velutinipes belongs to species 24,
P. chartacea.

20b. Pilea aquarum subsp. brevicor nuta (Hayata) C. J. Chen,
Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 59. 1982.

KO FATE A2 7K4E duan jiao shi sheng leng shui hua

Pilea brevicornuta Hayata, Icon. Pl. Formosan. 6: 43.
1916; P. brevicornuta f. laxiflora Yamamoto; P. brevicornuta f.
magnifolia Yamamoto; P. cuneatifolia Yamamoto; P. minor
Yamamoto.

Herbs, puberulent, then glabrescent, 10-50 cm tall, Leaf
blade ovate to elliptic-lanceolate, 1.5-17 X 1-6.5 cm, margin
crenate-serrate, apex acuminate. Male inflorescence a cymose
panicle, to 5 cm; female cyme 0.5-1.5(=3) cm. Achene spicu-
lose-verrucose. F1. Jan—Apr, fr. May—Jul.

Wet places by ditches, near streams; 200-2600 m. Fujian, Guang-
dong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hainan, Hunan, Taiwan, SE Yunnan [Japan,
Vietnam].

Some material named as Pilea symmeria belongs here.

20c. Pilea aquarum subsp. acutidentata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 60. 1982.

BV 418 7KFE rui chi shi sheng leng shui hua

Herbs 30-70 cm tall. Leaf blade obliquely ovate, 514 x
2.5-7 cm, margin coarsely dentate. Male inflorescence a cy-



URTICACEAE

mose panicle, 2-6 cm; female cyme ca. 2 cm. Achene ver-
rucose. Fl. Nov—Feb, fr. Mar.

o Semishaded wet places by ditches or streams; 200-600 m. W
Guangdong, E Guangxi.

21. Pilea cordigtipulata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 60. 1982.

LFEY%KAE xin tuo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems often reddish, simple or few branched, 5-20 cm tall,
succulent, with galls on mid portion of internodes. densely
pubescent, Stipules persistent, subcordate, 5—8 mm, membra-
nous, obtuse at apex, veinless; petioles, unequal in length, 0.5-3
cm, pubescent; leaf blade abaxially purplish then brownish
green when dry, adaxially dark green, but brownish when dry,
obovate-oblong or ovate-oblong, subequal or unequal in size,
1.2-7 x 1-3.8 cm, membranous, 3-veined, rarely basal lateral
veins not extending beyond middle of leaf blade, prominent on
both surfaces, lateral veins several, subtransverse, inconspicu-
ous, abaxial surface pubescent along veins, adaxial surface
sparsely pilose, base rounded or obtuse, margin dentate, apex
acute, shortly acuminate. Male inflorescence a cymose panicle,
3—6 cm overall, peduncle 2-3 cm; female cymes dichotomously
branched many times, 2-5 cm. pedunculate. Male flowers
pedicellate, in bud 2-2.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate-elliptic,
subapically inconspicuously corniculate; stamens 4; rudimen-
tary ovary small, cylindric. Female flowers subsessile; peri-
anth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform,
longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, ob-
long. Achene greenish brown, obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm,
slightly compressed, verrucose. F1. Nov—Apr, fr. May—Jun.

e Shaded wet places along ditches, streams, near streams; 1100—
1300 m. NW Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, SE Yunnan.

22. Pilea subcoriacea (Handel-Mazzetti) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 62. 1982.

WZE¥R/KFE chi jing leng shui hua

Pilea symmeria Weddell var. subcoriacea Handel-Maz-
zetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 134. 1929; P. pterocaulis (Chien) C. J.
Chen; P. symmeria var. pterocaulis Chien.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, subglabrous, dioecious.
Stems often purplish, simple, with several longitudinal wavy
wings, 20—70 cm tall, succulent. Stipules persistent, cordate, 4—
7 mm, membranous; petioles subequal in length, 0.5-3.5 cm;
leaf blade abaxially pale purplish or pale green, adaxially dark
green, obovate-oblong or elliptic, subequal in size, 3-10 x 1.5~
5.5 cm, papery, 3-veined, prominent adaxially, lateral veins 10—
13 each side, slightly prominent adaxially, base rounded or
obtuse, margin crenate-serrate, apex acuminate. Inflorescences
solitary; male inflorescence a cymose panicle, often longer than
leaves; female cymes dichotomously branched many times, 1—
1.5 cm. shortly pedunculate. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud
ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate-elliptic; stamens 4; rudi-
mentary ovary small, conic. Female flowers subsessile; perianth
lobes connate at base, slightly unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform,
longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like,
oblong. Achene greenish brown, broadly ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm,
slightly compressed, verrucose. F1. Apr, fr. May—Jun.

o Shaded wet places along ditches, streams, near streams; 800—
1800 m. Guangxi, Guizhou, Hunan, Sichuan, N Yunnan.

23. Pilea dliptilimba C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
62.1982.

¥ 0114 K4 tuo yuan ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, subglabrous, dioecious.
Stems often reddish, simple, several longitudinally angled, 20—
70 cm tall, succulent. Stipules almost persistent, brownish,
oblong-ovate, 4—5 mm, membranous; petioles subequal in
length, 1.5-3.5 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially
dark green, obovate-oblong or elliptic-oblong, subequal in size,
9-15 x 5-8 cm, membranous, 3-veined, rarely basal lateral
veins not extending beyond middle of leaf blade, prominent
adaxially, lateral veins many, transverse, slightly prominent
adaxially, abaxial surface sparsely reddish squamulose, adaxial
surface sparsely setulose, cystoliths linear, conspicuous
abaxially, base cuneate, rarely subrounded, margin crenate or
crenate-serrate, apex shortly caudate. Female cymes dichotom-
ously branched many times, 1-1.5 cm, shortly pedunculate.
Female flowers sessile; perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe
cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3,
scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish, broadly ovoid, ca. 0.8
mm, slightly compressed, oblique, spinulose-verrucose. Fl.
Mar-Apr, fr. May—Jun.

o Shaded wet places along ditches, streams, near streams; 800—
1800 m. N Guangxi, S Guizhou.

24. Pilea chartacea C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
63. 1982.

4% 574 7K FE zhi zhi leng shui hua
Pilea velutinipes Handel-Mazzetti, p.p.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
sometimes monoecious. Stems often reddish, stramineous when
dry, simple or few branched, angled, 3040 cm tall, succulent,
with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules persistent,
brownish, narrowly ovate, 34 mm, membranous, acute at
apex; petioles subequal in length, 0.7—1.5 cm; leaf blade abax-
ially pale green, adaxially dark green, rugulose, elliptic-lan-
ceolate, subequal in size, 3-7 x 1.2-2.3 cm, papery, promi-
nently 3-veined on both surfaces, lateral veins several, irregular,
inconspicuous, adaxial surface reddish squamulose, with linear
cystoliths along margin, base broadly cuneate or obtuse, margin
shallowly serrate, apex acuminate. Male inflorescence a cyme,
1-1.5 cm; pedunculate, female cymes often compacted into
clusters, ca. 0.7 cm, subsessile or shortly pedunculate. Male
flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 2.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, ob-
long, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
small, conic. Female flowers subsessile; perianth lobes connate
at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, subapically
corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene greenish
brown, obliquely ovoid, ca. 1 mm, slightly compressed, ver-
rucose. Fl. and fr. Mar.

e Shaded wet places along streams; below 200 m. Guangdong
[?Vietnam].

Other syntype material of Pilea velutinipes belongs to species 20,
P. aquarum (subsp. aquarum).



URTICACEAE

25. Pilea lomatogramma Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 135.
1929.

K% /K€ long mai leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems often reddish, brownish when dry, simple
or few branched, angled at base, 10-25 cm tall, somewhat suc-
culent. Stipules persistent, greenish, broadly ovate, 1-2 mm,
herbaceous, obtuse at apex; petioles subequal in length, 0.5-2.5
cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green or purplish, adaxially dark
green or gray-green, elliptic or ovate, subequal in size, 1-4 X
0.7-2.5 cm, subleathery, 3-veined, very prominent adaxially,
lateral veins several, irregular, inconspicuous, base broadly
rounded or cuneate, margin crenate-serrate, apex acute or ob-
tuse. Inflorescences solitary; male inflorescence a few branched
cyme, longer than leaves, peduncule 2-5 cm; female cymes
often compacted into clusters, 0.5-1 cm, subsessile or shortly
pedunculate. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.5 mm;
perianth lobes 4, ovate-oblong, subapically corniculate; stamens
4; rudimentary ovary small, conic. Female flowers subsessile;
perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbi-
form, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, squami-
form, oblong. Achene obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, slightly
compressed, inconspicuously verrucose. Fl. Apr—Sep, fr. Jun—
Oct.

o Shaded wet places on rocks or along streams, near streams in
forests; 1000-2000 m. NW Fujian, SW Hubei, Sichuan, NE Yunnan.

26. Pilea martini (H. Léveillé) Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7:
131. 1929.

KM% 7KFE da ye leng shui hua

Boehmeria martini H. Léveillé, Repert. Spec. Nov. Regni
Veg. 11: 551. 1913.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, often dioecious. Stems
simple or branched, 30-100 cm tall, succulent, with galls on
mid portion of internodes, glabrous or puberulent on upper part.
Stipules semipersistent, oblong-lanceolate, 4-8 mm, membra-
nous, veinless; petioles unequal in length, 1-8 cm, puberulent
or glabrous; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially green,
obliquely ovate, narrowly ovate, or lanceolate, unequal in size,
7-20 x 3.5-12 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
subtransverse, abaxial surface glabrous or puberulent when
young, adaxial surface sparsely setulose, base rounded or sub-
cordate, rarely obtuse, margin coarsely serrate-dentate, apex
long acuminate, acumen serrulate. Inflorescences solitary; male
inflorescence a cymose panicle, 4-10 cm overall, peduncle 2—-6
cm; female cymose panicles or cymose racemes, 1-4 cm.
shortly pedunculate. Male flowers reddish, sessile or pedicel-
late, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes 4, oblong-ovate, 2 lobes
subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small,
conic. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.6 mm; perianth
lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, long-
er, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong.
Achene brownish green, narrowly ovoid, ca. | mm, compres-
sed, oblique, smooth. F1. May—Sep, fr. Aug—Oct.

Shaded wet places along ditches, streams, near streams; 1100—
3500 m. S Gangsu, N Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, S

Shaanxi, E Sichuan, S Xizang, Yunnan [Bhutan, Nepal, Sikkim].

This species occurs widely in W China and is very common in
shady and wet places of the forest understory. It resembles Pilea semi-
sessilis, P symmeria, and P. umbrosa.

27. Pilea menghaiensis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 67. 1982.

B2 K 1€ meng hai leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious. Stems simple or
branched, to ca. 100 cm tall, succulent, with galls on mid
portion of internodes, densely spreading villous on upper part.
Stipules almost persistent, brownish, ovate-lanceolate, 7-10
mm, membranous, 2-ribbed; petiole unequal in length, 1-3 cm,
densely spreading villous; leaf blade abaxially pale green,
adaxially dark green, oblong-elliptic, slightly unequal in size,
4-6.5 x 2-3 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
abaxial surface densely villous, adaxial surface sparsely setu-
lose, base broadly cuneate or subrounded, margin crenate-
serrulate, apex acuminate, acumen serrulate. Male inflores-
cences solitary, a paniculate cyme, ca. 3 cm. Female inflores-
cence not seen. Male flowers orange, pedicellate, in bud ca. 1.2
mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
small, conic. F1. Jul.

e Shaded wet places, near streams; ca. 1800 m. S Yunnan
(Menghai).

This species is distinct, but more complete material is needed to
clarify its relationships.

28. Pilea cordifoliaJ. D. Hooker, F1. Brit. India 5: 558. 1888.
L2 /K€ wan ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, monoecious. Stems simple
or branched, 30-80 cm tall, succulent, with galls on mid portion
of internodes. glabrous, Stipules persistent, ovate-oblong, 8§—12
mm, herbaceous, veinless; petioles unequal in length, 1-5 cm,
sparsely puberulent; leaf blade abaxially pale green, obliquely
ovate or elliptic, unequal in size, 7-12(-16) X 4-6(-8) cm,
membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, both surfaces
sparsely puberulent along veins, base cordate or rounded,
margin coarsely crenate-serrate, apex acuminate, acumen serru-
late. Inflorescences solitary, male distal, a paniculate cyme, 10—
25 cm overall, peduncle 5-15 cm; female inflorescence proxi-
mal, shorter. Male flowers reddish, pedicellate, in bud ca. 1
mm; perianth lobes 4; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.6 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, sub-
apically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene
brownish, obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, compressed, smooth.
FL. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

Shaded wet places along ditches, streams, near streams; 700—1500
m. S Xizang, W Yunnan [NE India, Nepal, Sikkim].

29. Pilea oxyodon Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 221. 1856.
HEBAKIE ya zhi leng shui hua
Pilea bracteosa var. oxyodon (Weddell) H. Hara.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, monoecious or dioecious.
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Stems branched, 10-25 cm tall, succulent distally, with galls on
mid portion of internodes, puberulent adaxially, Stipules per-
sistent, light green, oblong-ovate, 4—5 mm, membranous, vein-
less; petioles unequal in length, 0.5-2 cm, sparsely puberulent;
leaf blade abaxially pale green, broadly ovate, unequal in size,
1-3 x 0.6-2.5 cm, herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
both surfaces sparsely puberulent along veins, base rounded or
subcordate, margin sharply serrulate, apex acute. Inflorescences
solitary; male distal, a cymose panicle, 2—7 cm; female inflores-
cence proximal, shorter. Male flowers reddish, pedicellate, in
bud obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, connate 1/2 of
length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
small. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.5 mm; perianth
lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, long-
er, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong.
Achene brownish, obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, compressed,
smooth. F1. Jun—Sep, fr. Sep—Oct.

Wet places of the mixed forests; ca. 2900 m. S Xizang [N India,
Nepal, Sikkim)].

30. Pilea bracteosa Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 245. 1856.
% %1% 7K 1€ duo bao leng shui hua

Pilea bracteosa var. striolata Handel-Mazzetti; P. obliqua
J. D. Hooker.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, subglabrous, dioecious.
Stems blue when dry, 15-30 cm tall, succulent on upper part,
with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules persistent,
light green, oblong, 5-8 mm, membranous, veinless; petioles
unequal in length, 1-7 cm, sparsely puberulent; leaf blade aba-
xially paler green, broadly ovate or oblong, sometimes oblique,
unequal in size, 3-9 x 2—4 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral
veins many, subtransverse, cystoliths prominent adaxially, base
rounded or subcordate, sometimes auriculate at base, margin
crenate-serrate, apex acuminate or caudate-acuminate. Inflores-
cences solitary, in upper stems, a cymose panicle, 4-10(—18)
cm; bracts triangular, over 2 mm. Male flowers pedicellate or
sessile, in bud rhombic-ovoid, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, con-
nate 1/2 of length, 2 lobes subapically corniculate; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary small. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca.
0.5 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial one
cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3,
small, scale-like, oblong. Achene broadly ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm,
compressed, oblique, with an raised brownish ring. F1. Jul-Aug,
fr. Aug—Oct.

Moist places in broad-leaved forests; 18002800 m. S Xizang,
NW Yunnan [Bhutan, N India, Nepal, Sikkim].

31. Pilea scripta (Buchanan-Hamilton ex D. Don) Weddell,
Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot., sér. 4, 1: 187. 1854.

#5142 7K4E xi chi leng shui hua

Urtica scripta Buchanan-Hamilton ex D. Don, Prodr. Fl.
Nepal. 59. 1825.

Perennial stout herbs, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems branched, 1-1.5 m tall, woody at base,
succulent distally, with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stip-
ules persistent, light green, triangular, 2-3 mm, herbaceous,

veinless; petiole subequal in length, 1-3(-6) cm; leaf blade
abaxially pale green, elliptic- or oblong-lanceolate, sometimes
narrowly elliptic, subequal in size, 6-15 % 2.5-5 cm, membran-
ous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, conspicuous, subtransverse,
terminal veins often interruptedly thickened at tip or middle,
cystoliths minute, adaxial, base broadly cuneate or rounded,
rarely subcordate, margin serrulate or shallowly serrate, apex
caudate-acuminate. Inflorescences solitary, in upper stem, a
cymose panicle, often longer than petioles. Male flowers pedi-
cellate or sessile, in bud ovoid, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4,
connate 1/2 of length, conspicuously ribbed; stamens 4; rudi-
mentary ovary small. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.5
mm; perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe
cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3,
small, scale-like, oblong. Achene sometimes purplish spotted,
broadly ovoid, ca. 1 mm, compressed, oblique, verrucose. FI.
Jun—Aug, fr. Sep—Oct.

Shaded moist places in broad-leaved forests; 2000-3000 m. S
Xizang, W Yunnan [Bhutan, N India, Kashmir, Myanmar, Nepal,
Sikkim].

32. Pilea auricularis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
70. 1982.

HEBKAE erjileng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems gray green when dry, simple or branched,
to 100 cm tall, succulent, with galls on mid portion of
internodes. glabrous or puberulent distally, densely covered
with cystoliths, Stipules persistent, interpetiolar, triangular,
connate at base, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole unequal in
length, longer one 2.5-12 cm, shorter one 0—4 cm; leaf blade
abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green, obliquely oblong-
ovate or ovate-lanceolate, unequal in size, 5-15 x 2.5-8.5 cm,
submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, transverse, base
auriculate, sometimes subcordate, margin coarsely, shallowly
crenate-serrate, apex acuminate, acumen serrulate. Inflores-
cences solitary; male inflorescence a cymose panicle, longer
than petioles; female cymose panicles 3—5 cm. Male flowers
sessile, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate or obo-
vate-oblong; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small, subulate.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.6 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, sub-
apically corniculate; staminodes 3, inconspicuous, scale-like,
oblong. Achene dark brownish, ovoid, ca. 1.2 mm, compressed,
reticulate. F1. Sep—Oct, fr. Oct—Jan.

o Shaded wet places along streams, near streams; 2400-2800 m.
SE Xizang, NW Yunnan.

This species is similar to Pilea martini, but that species has oblong
stipules, a rounded leaf base, and an oblique, smooth achene.

33. Pilea glaberrima (Blume) Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 54. 1856.
H ALK /KAE dian ru leng shui hua

Urtica glaberrima Blume, Bijdr. F1. Ned. Ind. 493. 1826;
Pilea goglado Blume; P. smilacifolia Weddell.

Herbs perennial, weak, or subshrubs, stoloniferous, gla-
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brous, dioecious, rarely monoecious. Stems gray green, erect,
ascending, or scandent, often branched, longitudinally several
angled when dry, to 1.5 m tall, woody at base, densely covered
with cystoliths. Stipules persistent, triangular, connate at base,
ca. 2 mm, papery; petiole unequal in length, 1.5-5 cm; leaf
blade adaxially pale green, ovate, elliptic, oblong- or elliptic-
lanceolate, asymmetric, unequal in size, 6-15 X 2.5-7 cm,
herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, transverse, reticulate,
cystoliths adaxial, minute, often punctate or mixed with shortly
fusiform ones, sometimes inconspicuous, base rounded, obtuse
or cuneate, margin shallowly serrate or shallowly crenate some-
times subentire from middle part, apex acuminate. Inflores-
cences solitary, male a paniculate cyme, usually shorter than
subtending petiole; female ones much shorter. Male flowers
sessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4; stamens 4; rudimen-
tary ovary small, subulate. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca.
0.6 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe
cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, in-
conspicuous, scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish red, ovoid,
ca. 1 mm, compressed, inconspicuously verrucose. F1. May—
Sep, fr. Oct—Nov.

Warm wide-leaved forests, shaded wet places by streams, near
streams; 500-1300 m. Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Yunnan
[Bhutan, Indonesia, NE India, Myamar, Nepal, Sikkim].

34. Pilea squamosa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
72.1982.

fifs Fy 27K 7€ lin pian leng shui hua

Pilea squamosa var. sparsa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 2(3): 73. 1982.

Herbs perennial, robust, stoloniferous, dioecious, rarely
monoecious. Stems gray green, often branched, with several
longitudinal angles when dry, to 1.2 m tall, woody at base,
succulent distally, covered with dense brownish squamae. Stip-
ules persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole un-
equal in length, 0.5-5 cm, densely squamose; leaf blade black-
brown when dry, oblong-lanceolate, ovate- or obovate-lan-
ceolate, rarely elliptic-oblong, unequal in size, major ones 8.5—
17 x 3—=7 cm , minor ones 3—7 % 1.5-3 cm, papery, 3-veined,
elevated on both surfaces, lateral veins many, subtransverse,
distinctly reticulate, outer secondary veins anastomosing by
margin, brown and densely squamose along veins, adaxial
surface sparsely squamose, cystoliths conspicuous on both sur-
faces, base obliquely rounded, rarely broadly cuneate, margin
finely crenate, apex caudate-acuminate, acumen serrulate.
Inflorescences solitary; male inflorescence a paniculate cyme,
1-2 cm, densely squamose and sometimes puberulent on
peduncle. Female inflorescence not seen. Male flowers shortly
pedicellate, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, apex obtuse,
densely squamose abaxially; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
small. F1. Oct-Apr.

Warm wide-leaved forests, or sunny dry slopes; 1900-2500 m.
Xizang, Yunnan [Bhutan, NE India, Nepal, Sikkim].

Further collecting has shown that var. sparsa should not be recog-
nized.

35. Pilea wightii Weddell, Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot., sér. 4, 1: 186.
1854.

ARG KFE sheng gen leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems much branched, 20-30 cm tall, succulent dis-
tally, with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules per-
sistent, triangular, 1-2 mm, membranous; petiole unequal in
length, 0.5-3 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially
green, ovate or lanceolate, unequal in size, 2-6.5 X 1.5-2.5 cm,
membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, with cystoliths, base
rounded or emarginate, margin serrate, apex acuminate. Inflo-
rescences solitary; male inflorescence a cymose panicle, often
longer than subtending leaf, pedunculate; female cymes much
shorter than male ones. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud
obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length,
subapically conspicuously corniculate or beaked; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary small. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca.
0.5 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe
cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3,
scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish, obliquely ovoid, ca. 1
mm, compressed, smooth. F1. Jun—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Roadsides, wet places in broad-leaved forests; 300-1200 m.
Guangdong, Guangxi [S India, Sri Lanka].

36. Pilea symmeria Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 246. 1856.
2y K AL hui e leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, monoecious or dioecious.
Stems branched or simple, 30-120 cm tall, succulent distally,
swollen between nodes. Stipules persistent, interpetiolar, tri-
angular, connate into an auricle at base, 1-2 mm, herbaceous;
petiole unequal in length, 1-5 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale
green, ovate, ovate-lanceolate, or oblong lanceolate, sometimes
asymmetric, unequal in size, 4-14 x 2-7 cm, membranous, 3-
veined, lateral veins many, transverse, abaxial surface puberu-
lent at base, adaxial surface sparsely pilose, cystoliths small or
inconspicuous, adaxial, base rounded or subcordate, margin
serrate or crenate-serrate, apex caudate-acuminate. Inflores-
cences solitary, male a paniculate cyme, often as long as leaves,
pedunculate; female ones shorter; bracts triangular-ovate, 1-2
mm. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud obovoid, 1.5-2 mm;
perianth lobes 4, connate at base, subapically conspicuously
corniculate or beaked; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small,
conic. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth
lobes connate at base, unequal, abaxial lobe cymbiform, long-
er, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong.
Achene brownish, often purplish spotted, obliquely ovoid, 1.2—
1.5 mm, compressed, smooth. F1. Jun—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Shaded wet places in forests; 2100-3300 m. S Xizang [Bhutan, N
India, Nepal, Sikkim].

37. Pilea macrocarpa C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
74.1982.

KERKAE da guo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
2040 cm tall, succulent distally, woody at base, swollen be-
tween nodes. Stipules membranous, triangular, ca. 1 mm, per-
sistent; petiole unequal in length, 1-4 cm; leaf blade abaxially
pale green, adaxially dark green, lanceolate or oblong-lanceo-
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late, sometimes asymmetric, unequal in size, 614 x 2.5-4 cm,
membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, transverse, cysto-
liths fusiform often arranged along secondary veins, conspicu-
ous abaxially, base rounded or subcordate, margin shallowly
undulate-crenate, with a ciliate tip of teeth from hollow, apex
caudate-acuminate. Male inflorescence not seen. Female inflo-
rescence solitary, a paniculate cyme, 5-11 cm, pedunculate.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes con-
nate at base, subequal, abaxial lobe large, subapically + cor-
niculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish,
broadly ovoid, ca. 2 mm, compressed, not oblique, often mi-
nutely purplish spotted, enclosed by equal perianth lobes. Fr.
Sep.

o Shaded wet places of Pinus forests; 1500-1600 m. SE Xizang.

38. Pilea semisessilis Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 137.
1929.

Hier2 7K 1€ lian ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems blue green when dry, 20-60 cm tall, woody at
base, succulent distally, swollen between nodes. Stipules
persistent; triangular to oblong, 2—5 mm, membranous, petiole
strongly unequal in length, 04 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale
green, adaxially often blue-green, falcate-lanceolate rarely
ovate-lanceolate, usually asymmetric, unequal in size, (2.5-)5—
14 x (1-)1.5-5 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
transverse, abaxial surface sometimes puberulent along veins,
adaxial surface sparsely pilose, cystoliths fusiform often
conspicuous, base emarginate or subcordate, margin sharply
serrate or shallowly serrate, acumen serrulate, apex long cau-
date-acuminate. Inflorescences solitary, male a paniculate
cyme, 2—7 cm; pedunculate, female inflorescence 1.5—4 cm, pe-
duncle 1-3 cm. Male flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm;
perianth lobes 4, oblong-elliptic, apex acute; stamens 4; rudi-
mentary ovary minute. Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.8
mm; perianth lobes connate at base, subequal, abaxial lobe
larger, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong.
Achene brownish, broadly ovoid, ca. 1 mm, compressed, not
oblique, smooth, enclosed by unequal perianth lobes. Fl. Jul—
Sep, fr. Sep—Oct.

Shaded wet places of Pinus forests, roadsides; 1000-2800(—3400)
m. N Guangxi, Hunan, W Jiangxi, Sichuan, SE Xizang, NW Yunnan [N
Thailand].

39. Pilea melastomoides (Poiret) Weddell, Ann. Sci. Nat.,
Bot., sér. 4, 1: 186. 1854.

K718 /KFE chang xu leng shui hua

Urtica melastomoides Poiret, Encycl. Suppl. 4: 223. 1816;
Pilea cuneatifolia Yamamoto; P. ovatinucula Hayata; P.
trinervia (Roxburgh) Wight; Urtica trinervia Roxburgh.

Herbs perennial, robust or subshrubs, stoloniferous, gla-
brous, monoecious or dioecious. Stems blue green when dry, to
200 cm tall, ca. 1 cm in diam., succulent distally, woody at
base, swollen between nodes, upper internodes shorter. Stipules
persistent, triangular, ca. 2 mm, membranous; petiole equal in
length, 2-9 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially often

dark green or brownish, elliptic to elliptic-lanceolate, subequal
in size, 10-23 x 5-16 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins
many, spreading and regularly transverse, cystoliths fusiform,
minute, often conspicuous abaxially, base cuneate or rarely
subrounded, margin shallowly serrate or crenate, apex cuspidate
or acuminate. Inflorescences solitary, male inflorescence a
cymose-panicle, 15-35 cm overall, peduncle long and thick;
female ones often shorter than petioles. Male flowers subses-
sile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, elliptic, apex acute or
sometimes corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.8 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, subequal, abaxial lobe larger, subapically cor-
niculate; staminodes 3, scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish,
ellipsoid-ovoid, ca. 1 mm, compressed, almost not oblique,
smooth or verrucose, with a slightly elevated ring by margin.
Fl. Aug-Sep, fr. Oct—Nov.

Broad-leaved forests, shaded wet places by streams; 700-1800 m.
SW Guangxi, Guizhou, Hainan, Taiwan, SE Xizang, S Yunnan [India,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Vietnam].

40. Pilea howelliana Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 132.
1929.

MRS KAE pao guo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems gray-green when dry, 15-100 m tall, succu-
lent, swollen between nodes. Stipules persistent, triangular, ca.
1 mm, membranous; petiole subequal in length, 1-5 cm; leaf
blade abaxially purplish, adaxially often pale green, narrowly
ovate, asymmetric, subequal in size, 5.5-14 x 2.5-6 cm,
herbaceous, 3-veined, whitish, conspicuous, lateral veins 10
each side, external secondary veins anastomosing by margin
and reaching to serrate tips, cystoliths fusiform, often abaxially,
conspicuous, base subrounded, margin shallowly crenate, apex
acuminate. Inflorescences sometimes androgynous, solitary, a
paniculate cyme, 9-14 cm overall, peduncle 5-14 cm. Male
flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1.2 mm; perianth lobes 4, nar-
rowly ovate, apex acute; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute.
Female flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 0.8 mm; perianth lobes
connate at base, subequal, abaxial lobe larger, subapically cor-
niculate; staminodes 3, squamiform, oblong. Achene brownish,
broadly ovoid, ca. 1 mm, slightly compressed, almost not
oblique, with a strongly elevated convex lens ring by margin.
FL. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Nov.

® Broad-leaved forests, shaded wet places, near streams, rocks;
1500-2500 m. S and W Yunnan.

la. Plants 15-35 cm tall; leaf blade margin

very shallowly crenate ............ccoeu.ee. 40a. var. howdliana
1b. Plants 60-100 cm tall; leaf blade margin
denticulate or dentate ............ccco.ene... 40b. var. denticulata

40a. Pilea howelliana var. howelliana
RS KL ZERP) pao guo leng shui hua (yuan bian zhong)

Plants 15-35 cm tall. Leaf blade margin very shallowly
crenate. Fl. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Nov.

o Shaded wet places, rocks, near streams; 1500-1700 m. W Yun-
nan.
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40b. Pilea howdliana var. denticulata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 77. 1982.

5B H¥E KAE xi chi pao guo leng shui hua

Plants 60-80 cm tall. Leaf blade margin denticulate or
dentate. Fr. Oct.

® Broad-leaved forests, shaded wet places near streams; 2000—
2500 m. S Yunnan.

41. Pilea longipedunculata Chien & C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 77. 1982.

AR H% KAE yu yan guo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
green-blue when dry, 30-60 cm tall, succulent, swollen be-
tween nodes, cystoliths dense. Stipules persistent, narrowly
triangular, 2—4 mm, membranous; petiole unequal in length, 1—
10 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green,
falcate-lanceolate or elliptic-ovate, asymmetric, unequal in size,
8-23 x 2.5-11 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
regularly transverse, external secondary veins anastomosing by
margin, cystoliths fusiform often conspicuous adaxially, base
subrounded or subcordate, margin entire or shallowly 1-3-
crenate-serrate near apex, apex acuminate or long acuminate.
Inflorescences solitary, cymose paniculate, 7-21 cm overall,
peduncle 5-12 cm. Male flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm;
perianth lobes 4, narrowly ovate, apex acute; stamens 4; rudi-
mentary ovary minute. Female flowers subsessile; perianth
lobes connate at base, subequal, abaxial lobe larger, subapically
corniculate; staminodes 3, conspicuous, scale-like, oblong.
Achene brownish, triangular-ovoid, ca. 1 mm, compressed,
slightly oblique at apex, with a strongly elevated convex lens
ring. F1. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Nov.

Broad-leaved forests, shaded wet places or rocks by streams, near
streams; 1400-2800 m. W Guangxi, SW Guizhou, Yunnan [N Thai-
land, N Vietnam].

This species is is easily confused with Pilea anisophylla, which is
characterized by the very unequal leaves, the smaller leaves almost ses-
sile, and the smooth achenes.

42. Pilea subedentata Chien & C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 2(3): 79. 1982.

/NE¥RIKFE xiao chi leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems 3040 cm tall, succulent, swollen between
nodes. Stipules subpersistent, triangular, 1-2 mm, membranous;
petiole unequal in length, 1.5-6 cm; leaf blade narrowly ovate
to ovate-lanceolate, asymmetric, unequal in size, 5-13 x 2-5
cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, transverse,
reticulate, external secondary veins anastomosing and slightly
thickened by margin, cystoliths finely fusiform, often conspic-
uous on both surfaces, base obtuse-rounded, often auriculate,
margin entire or shallowly 2 serrulate by apex, apex caudate-
acuminate. Inflorescences solitary; male inflorescence distal, a
cymose panicle, 9-13 cm overall, peduncle 6-8 cm; female
cymes proximal, 3.5-8 c¢cm overall, peduncle 2.5-5 cm. Male

flowers subsessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4; stamens
4; rudimentary ovary minute. Female flowers subsessile, ca.
0.7 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, subequal, abaxial
lobe larger, subapically corniculate; staminodes 3, conspic-
uous, scale-like, rhombic-oblong. Achene brownish, ovoid, ca.
1 mm, compressed, slightly oblique at apex, verrucose. F1. Oct,
fr. Nov—Dec.

® Broad-leaved forests, shaded wet places by streams, near
streams; 400—-1000 m. Hainan.

This species is similar to Pilea melastomoides, but that species has
stems to 2 m tall, leaf margins serrate or crenate, and achenes with a
raised ring.

43. Pilea plataniflora C. H. Wright, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 26: 477.
1899.

A% shi jin cao

Pilea blinii H. Léveillé; P. dielsana Handel-Mazzetti; P.
kankaoensis Hayata; P. langsonensis Gagnepain; P. minutepi-
losa Hayata; P. petelotii Gagnepain; P. taitoensis Hayata.

Herbs perennial, long stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems green blue when dry, 10-70 cm tall, woody
at base, succulent distally, swollen between nodes. Stipules
gradually deciduous, triangular, 1-2 mm, membranous; petiole
often unequal in length, 0.5-7 cm; leaf blade dark green or
green blue, ovate, lanceolate, or obovate-oblong, asymmetric,
unequal or equal in size, 1-15 x 0.6-5 cm, thinly papery or
submembranous, 3(or 5)-veined, lateral veins many, irregularly
reticulate, external secondary veins anastomosing by margin,
sometimes inconspicuous, cystoliths finely fusiform, con-
spicuous adaxially, base obliquely rounded or subcordate,
sometimes cuneate, margin entire or sometimes undulate, apex
shortly or long caudate-acuminate. Inflorescences solitary; male
inflorescence a cymose panicle or racemelike, often longer than
leaves; female cymes as long as or shorter than leaves, pe-
dunculate. Male flower subsessile, in bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth
lobes 4; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute. Female flowers
subsessile, ca. 0.5 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, sub-
equal, abaxial lobe larger, subapically corniculate; staminodes
3, conspicuous, scale-like, rhombic-oblong. Achene brownish,
ovoid, ca. 0.6 mm, compressed, slightly oblique at apex,
verrucose. Fl. (Apr—)Jun—Sep, fr. Jul-Oct.

Broad-leaved forests, semishaded wet places, karst limestone,
near streams; 200-2400 m. SE Gansu, W Guangxi, Hainan, Hubei, S
Shaanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, Yunnan [Thailand, N Vietnam].

This species is widespread and exhibits great variability in plant
height, leaf size and shape, and inflorescence length. It has a disjunct
distribution, occuring in SW mainland China and Taiwan. Many names
not included here have been treated as synonyms of this species.

44, Pilea hookeriana Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 226. 1856.
SFaRA 7K xu mi leng shui hua

Herbs, perennial, or subshrubs, stoloniferous, glabrous,
dioecious, rarely monoecious. Stems gray green, erect, ascend-
ing, or scandent, often branched, longitudinally several angled
when dry, to 2.5 m tall, woody at base, densely covered with
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cystoliths. Stipules deciduous, oblong, 1.5-2 mm, herbaceous;
petiole unequal in length, 4-10 cm; leaf blade elliptic, ovate, or
elliptic-ovate, unequal in size, 9—17 x 4.5-10 cm, membranous,
3-veined, lateral veins many, subtransverse, reticulate, cysto-
liths conspicuous adaxially, base rounded or broadly cuneate,
margin coarsely crenate-serrate, apex caudate-acuminate, acu-
men serrulate. Inflorescences solitary; male inflorescence a glo-
bose capitate raceme, ca. 0.5 cm in diam., shorter than petiole;
female ones cymose-paniculate, much shorter, 1-2 cm. Male
flowers sessile, in bud ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4; stamens 4;
rudimentary ovary small, subulate. Female flowers subsessile,
in bud ca. 0.6 mm; perianth lobes connate at base, unequal,
abaxial lobe cymbiform, longer, subapically corniculate; stami-
nodes 3, inconspicuous, scale-like, oblong. Achene brownish,
ovoid, ca. | mm, compressed, with 2 or 3 concentric rings of
minute tubercles Fl. Aug—Sep, fr. Oct—Nov.

Warm wide-leaved forests, shaded wet places by streams, near
streams; 1200-1800 m. NW Yunnan [Bhutan, NE India, Nepal, Sik-
kim].

This species is here newly recorded for China.
45. Pilea angulata (Blume) Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 55. 1856.
[ ##¥% 7K4£ yuan ban leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, subglabrous, monoecious
or dioecious. Stems 30-100(—200) cm tall, succulent distally,
with galls on mid portion of internodes. Stipules soon decidu-
ous or subpersistent, green or brownish, oblong, 7-25 mm,
herbaceous or membranous, obtuse at apex; petiole subequal in
length, 2-9 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially dark
green, ovate, ovate-elliptic, or oblong-lanceolate, subequal in
size, 7-23 x 3—7 cm, herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
distal veins anastomosing, cystoliths on both surfaces, base
rounded, rarely subcordate, margin coarsely serrate or coarsely
dentate-serrate, apex acuminate, acumen entire or serrulate.
Inflorescences in pairs, male a dense paniculate cyme, 1-2 cm;
female ones of lax flowers, 2-5 cm. Male flowers greenish,
pedicellate, in bud ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate-oblong,
apex acute, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary small. Female perianth lobes greenish, connate to apex,
equal, semiorbicular or broadly ovate, 1/3—1/2 as long as fruits,
apex obtuse; staminodes oblong. Achene green to dark
brownish, broadly ovoid, 1.2-1.6 mm, slightly compressed,
oblique at apex, spinulosely verrucose, enclosed by persistent
lobes. FL. Jun—Oct, fr. Sep—Dec.

Moist places in broad-leaved forests; 300-2300(—2700) m. Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, SW Jiangsu, Jiangxi, S
Shaanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, SE Xizang, Yunnan, Zhejiang [India, Indo-
nesia, Japan, Sri Lanka, Vietnam)].

la. Leafblade ovate, base cordate; stipules

membranous, brownish, 7-10 mm,

subpersistent; male flower reddish,

perianth lobes not corniculate .......... 45c. subsp. latiuscula
1b. Leafblade ovate-elliptic or oblong-

lanceolate; stipules herbaceous,

greenish, 10-25 mm, deciduous;

male flower yellowish green, perianth
lobes + corniculate.
2a. Male inflorescences cymose-paniculate;
male perianth lobes often with a beak by
apex; leaf margin serrate with an entire
acumen; female tepals often acute,
connate for ca. 1/2 length .......... 45a. subsp. angulata
2b. Male inflorescences cymose-racemose;
male perianth lobes corniculate by
apex; leaf margin crenate- or dentate-
serrate and doubly serrate distally,
with a serrulate acumen; female
tepals rounded, connate for more
than 1/2 length .......ccoevevrerinennee 45b. subsp. petiolaris

45a. Pilea angulata subsp. angulata
[ 8% K FE(JRIEAH) yuan ban leng shui hua (yuan ya zhong)

Urtica angulata Blume, Bijdr. Fl. Ned. Ind. 494. 1826;
Pilea stipulosa (Miquel) Miquel; U. stipulosa Miquel.

Plants dioecious. 30200 cm tall, Stipules 10-25 mm,
herbaceous; leaf blade ovate-elliptic or oblong-lanceolate, 7-23
x 3-7 cm, herbaceous, base rounded or emarginate, margin
coarsely serrate or dentate-serrate, acumen entire. Male inflo-
rescence a cymose-panicle, 1-2 cm. Male perianth lobe sub-
apically long-beaked. F1. Jun—Sep, fr. Sep—Nov.

Moist places in broad-leaved forests; 800-2300 m. Guangdong,
Guangxi, Guizhou, S Shaanxi, Sichuan, SE Xizang, Yunnan [India,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Vietnam].

45b. Pilea angulata subsp. petiolaris (Siebold & Zuccarini) C.
J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 82. 1982.

K AR /K 4E chang bing leng shui hua

Urtica petiolaris Siebold & Zuccarini, Abh. Math.-Phys.
Cl. Kénigl. Bayer. Akad. Wiss. 4(3): 215. 1846.

Plants monoecious. 40—150 cm tall, Stipules 20 mm,
herbaceous; leaf blade often oblong-lanceolate, 10-24 x 3-7
cm, membranous, base rounded or emarginate, margin coarsely
crenate-dentate, doubly serrate, acumen serrulate. Male inflo-
rescence a cymose-panicle, 1-5 cm. Male perianth lobes sub-
apically corniculate. F1. Jun—Oct, fr. Sep—Dec.

Moist places in broad-leaved forests; 700-1100(—2700) m. Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Sichuan, Taiwan, Yun-
nan, Zhejiang [Japan].

45c. Pilea angulata subsp. latiuscula C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 83. 1982.

4 rp 3 K3 hua zhong leng shui hua

Plants dioecious. 3040 cm tall, Stipules almost persistent,
brownish, 7-10 mm, membranous; leaf blade ovate, 33.5-10 x
3-5 cm, membranous, base cordate, rarely rounded, margin
coarsely crenate-serrate, acumen serrulate. Male inflorescence a
cymose-panicle, 2—4 cm; female inflorescence ca. 2 cm, shorter
than petioles. Male perianth lobes not corniculate. F1. Jun—Jul,
fr. Sep—Oct.

® Moist places in broad-leaved forests; 300-1800 m. Guizhou,
Hubei, Hunan, SW Jiangsu, Jiangxi, E Sichuan, E Yunnan.
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46. Pilea notata C. H. Wright, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 26: 470.
1899.

¥ KAE leng shui hua

Boehmeria vanioti Léveillé; Pilea dliptifolia B. L. Shih &
Yuen P. Yang; P. pseudopetiolaris Hatusima.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems 25-75 cm tall, woody at base, succulent distally, with
galls on mid portion of internodes, glabrous, rarely puberulent
distally, densely covered cystoliths, Stipules soon deciduous,
greenish, oblong, 8—12 mm, herbaceous; petiole thin, subequal
in length, 1-7 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially
dark green and lustrous, ovate or ovate-lanceolate, subequal in
size, 4-11 x 1.5-4.5 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins
8-13 each side, cystoliths fusiform, conspicuous on both sur-
faces, base rounded rarely broadly cuneate, margin shallowly
serrate, rarely doubly serrate along apical margin. Inflores-
cences solitary; male inflorescence a racemelike-cyme, 2—5 cm;
female a compact cyme of glomerules, shorter than males. Male
flowers yellow-green, pedicellate or sessile, in bud ovoid, ca. 1
mm; perianth lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corni-
culate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small. Female flowers
subsessile, in bud ca. 0.5 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of
length, equal, apex obtuse; staminodes 3, small, scale-like, ob-
long. Achene oblong-ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, compressed, oblique,
spinulose-verrucose. Fl. Jun—Sep, fr. Sep—Nov.

Shaded moist places in broad-leaved forests; 300—-1500 m. S An-
hui, Fujian, S Gansu, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, S Henan, Hubei,
Hunan, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, Zhejiang [Japan].

47. Pilea sinofasciata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
85. 1982 [“ sinofasiata” ].

HLP 18 7KFE cu chi leng shui hua

Pilea fasciata Franchet, Nouv. Arch. Mus. Hist. Nat., sér.
2,10: 81. 1888, not Weddell (1869).

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems almost simple, 25-100 cm tall, woody at base, succulent
distally, with galls on mid portion of internodes, glabrous or
sometimes puberulent distally. Stipules persistent, triangular,
ca. 2 mm, membranous; petioles subequal in length, 1-5 cm;
leaf blade abaxially pale green with 2 whitish striae along
median vein, adaxially dark green, elliptic, ovate, or oblong-
lanceolate, subequal in size, 4-17 x 2-7 cm, herbaceous, 3-
veined, lateral veins many, basal ones inconspicuous, distal 3 or
4 pairs distinct and anastomosing, abaxial surface sometimes
pubescent along veins, adaxial surface sparsely pilose, cysto-
liths worm-shaped, often conspicuously and compactly around
the thickened final vein nodes abaxially, base cuneate or ob-
tusely rounded, margin coarsely dentate, apex caudate-acumi-
nate, acumen entire, proximal leaves often obovate, quite small,
Inflorescence a paniculate cyme, shorter than petioles. Male
flowers pedicellate or sessile, in bud ovoid, 1-1.5 mm,; perianth
lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens
4; rudimentary ovary small. Female flowers subsessile, in bud
ca. 0.5 mm; perianth lobes connate 1/2 of length, equal, apex
obtuse; staminodes 3, small, scale-like, oblong. Achene broadly

ovoid, ca. 0.7 mm, compressed, oblique, verrucose. Fl. Jun—Jul,
fr. Aug—Oct.

Shaded moist places in forests; 7002500 m. S Anhui, S Gansu,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Zhe-
jiang [N India, N Thailand, Sikkim].

48. Pilea matsudae Yamamoto, Suppl. Icon. Pl. Formosan. 1:
7.1925.

4 147K FE xi wei leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious. Stems usually
with purple-red spots, erect or ascending, 25-100 cm tall, with
galls on lower part of internodes, glabrous. Stipules persistent,
broadly triangular, 2-3 mm, membranous; connate at base,
petiole unequal in length, 1-10 cm; leaf blade elliptic or ellip-
tic-oblong, unequal in size, 5-18.5 x 2.5-7.5 cm, membranous,
3-veined, prominent abaxially, lateral veins many, basal ones
inconspicuous, distal ones distinct and anastomosing, irreg-
ularly reticulate, cystoliths worm-shaped, sparse on both sur-
faces, base cuneate or obtuse, margin coarsely dentate, apex
caudate, acumen entire. Inflorescence a paniculate cyme, shor-
ter than petioles. Male flowers greenish, subsessile, in bud ov-
oid; perianth lobes 4, ca. 0.5 mm, connate at base, dimorphic;
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary small. Female perianth lobes
unequal. Achene ellipsoid, compressed, oblique, enclosed by
persistent perianth. F1. Mar—May, fr. Jun—Aug.

o Shaded moist places in forests, streams, near streams; 1200—
2100 m. Taiwan.

49, Pilea media C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 89.
1982.

i E] 22342 7K 1€ zhong jian xing leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, monoecious or
dioecious. Stems blue-green when dry, erect or ascending,
much branched, 2040 cm tall, succulent, swollen between
nodes. Stipules almost persistent, triangular, 1-2 mm, membra-
nous; petiole subequal in length, 0.5-3 cm; leaf blade gray-
green on both surfaces, broadly elliptic or rhombic-orbicular,
subequal in size, 2-5 x 1.5-3 cm, thinly papery, 3-veined,
lateral veins 5-7 each side, even and inconspicuous on both
surfaces, honeycombed abaxially, cystoliths fusiform, often
conspicuous adaxially, base broadly cuneate, subrounded or
obtuse, often with small auricle, margin entire, apex shortly
caudate-acuminate or acute. Inflorescences solitary; male glo-
merules in moniliform racemes, 2-5 cm, thinly pedunculate;
female inflorescence capitate, shortly pedunculate, ca. 5 mm.
Male flowers pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth
lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens
4(or 5); rudimentary ovary conspicuous. Female perianth lobes
unequal, longest lobe with apex acute, subapically corniculate.
Achene obliquely subglobose, ca. 0.4 mm, slightly compressed,
indistinctly verrucose, enclosed by persistent perianth. F1. Mar—
Jun, fr. May—Jul.

o Shaded moist places, rocks; 100900 m. NW Guangxi, SW
Guizhou, SE and W Yunnan.

This species resembles Pilea boniana and P. plataniflora in habit
and floral morphology, and is probably a hybrid between them.
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50. Pilea elegantissma C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 90. 1982.

A KAE shi lin leng shui hua

Herbs annual, weak, glabrous, monoecious or dioecious.
Stems blue-green when dry, erect, branched at base, 5-20 cm
tall, succulent. Stipules almost persistent, triangular, ca. | mm,
membranous; petiole subequal in length, 0.5-2 cm; leaf blade
abaxially pale green, adaxially green, rhombic-elliptic, thom-
bic-lanceolate, or ovate, unequal in size, 1.5-6 x 0.7-2.8 cm,
submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins 3—5 each side, slightly
elevated and finely honeycombed abaxially, depressed adaxi-
ally, cystoliths fusiform, often conspicuous adaxially, base
broadly cuneate or subrounded, margin entire, apex acuminate,
shortly caudate-acuminate, or acute, acumen obtuse. Inflores-
cences in pairs; male inflorescence a moniliform spike, 1.5-2.5
cm overall, peduncle slender, 1-1.6 cm; female inflorescence a
racemelike cyme, shorter than petioles. Male flowers purplish,
pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4,
connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate with a small gib-
bose appendix at each side; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
conspicuous. Female perianth lobes unequal, longest one sub-
apically corniculate. Achene brownish, broadly ovoid, ca. 0.4
mm, slightly compressed, oblique, spinulose-verrucose, en-
closed by persistent perianth. Fl. Jul-Sep, fr. Sep—Oct.

Shaded moist places, rocks; 1500-1900 m. SW Sichuan, C and N
Yunnan [N Thailand].

51. Pilea monilifera Handel-Mazzetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 124.
1929.

SFRIZ/KFE nian zhu leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, monoecious or dioecious.
Stems simple or branched, 50-150 cm tall, woody at base,
succulent, swollen between nodes, glabrous. Stipules decidu-
ous, narrowly triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole un-
equal in length, 1-5 cm, puberulent adaxially; leaf blade abax-
ially pale green, adaxially dark green, elliptic, ovate-elliptic or
ovate-oblong, often slightly oblique at base, unequal in size, 5—
13 x 3-7 cm, submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
regularly transverse, often ending in a gland, abaxial surface
glabrous, adaxial surface pilose, cystoliths fusiform, often con-
spicuous abaxially, base rounded or subcordate, margin coarse-
ly crenate-serrate or dentate-serrate, apex acuminate, caudate-
acuminate, acumen entire. Inflorescences solitary, male a mon-
iliform spike of 3-8 loose glomerules on simple axis, 3—10 cm,
glabrous or sparsely puberulent; female inflorescence 1-3.5 cm.
Male flowers pedicellate, in bud triangular-ovoid, 2-2.5 mm;
perianth lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, subapically long cor-
niculate, sometimes puberulent; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
inconspicuous. Female perianth lobes unequal, longest lobe
subapically corniculate; Achene brownish, broadly ovoid, ca.
1.8 mm, slightly compressed, smooth, but with some cystoliths,
enclosed by persistent perianth. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Jul-Sep.

e Shaded moist places, rocks; (900-)1400-2400(-3500) m. N
Guangxi, Guizhou, W Hubei, W Hunan, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Yunnan.

Collections from alpine habitats in NW Yunnan, which have
puberulent male inflorescences and perianth lobes, may be ecological
forms.

52. Pilea microcar dia Handel-Mazzetti, Sinensia 2: 2. 1931.
]V KAE guang xi leng shui hua

Herbs annual, weak, glabrous, monoecious. Stems erect,
simple or branched at base, 3-8 cm tall, succulent. Stipules
soon deciduous, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole
subequal in length, 3-10 mm; leaf blade abaxially pale green,
adaxially lustrous green, cordate, subequal in size, 615 x 5-14
mm, subpapery, 3-veined, lateral veins 4-5 each side, depressed
adaxially, slightly elevated abaxially, often terminating with a
gland, finely honeycombed, cystoliths fusiform, often conspic-
uous adaxially, base cordate, margin 4-6 crenate each side,
apex acute or rounded, proximal leaves smaller, often entire.
Inflorescence a capitulum or moniliform spike, 0.5-1.2 cm.
Male flowers subsessile, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.2 mm; perianth
lobes 4, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate; stamens
4; rudimentary ovary conspicuous. Female perianth lobes
unequal, longest one subapically corniculate. Achene brownish,
broadly ovoid, ca. 0.6 mm, compressed, oblique, with a colored
ring, enclosed by persistent perianth. Fl. and fr. May.

o Shaded moist places, steep rocks; ca. 300 m. N Guangxi.
This is a very rare and local species.

53. Pilea paniculigera C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
92.1982.

AR MR KTE dian dong nan leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, glabrous, monoecious or dioecious.
Stems blue-green when dry, erect, much branched, to 100 cm
tall, succulent; lower internodes 2—7 cm, upper internodes 14
cm. Stipules almost persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, mem-
branous; petiole subequal in length, 1.8-6 cm; leaf blade abax-
ially green, adaxially dark green, narrowly ovate, ovate-lanceo-
late, or oblong-lanceolate, peltate, subequal in size, 4.5 —11 %
2-5 cm, submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins 3 or 4 on each
side, external secondary veins 5-7, finely honeycombed abax-
ially, cystoliths fusiform, often conspicuous abaxially and along
margin on both surfaces, base often truncate, rarely rounded,
margin coarsely dentate, apex long acuminate or caudate-
acuminate. Inflorescences solitary; male inflorescence a cymose
panicle, 3—11 cm overall, peduncle 1-6 cm; female inflores-
cence a racemelike cyme, distal, often shorter than petioles.
Male flowers greenish, subsessile, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.2 mm;
perianth lobes 4, connate at base, apex acute, without cornicu-
late tip by apex; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary conic. Female
perianth lobes unequal, longest one corniculate at apex. Achene
brownish, obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, compressed, enclosed
by persistent perianth. F1. Nov—Feb, fr. Mar—May.

Shaded moist places in mixed forests, on rocks; 1200—-1600 m. SE
Yunnan [N Vietnam].

54. Pilea racemiformis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 93. 1982.

SR KFE zong zhuang leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, glabrous, dioecious. Stems blue-green
when dry, erect, much branched, to 25 cm tall, succulent, with
dense cystoliths when dry; internodes 1-2 cm. Leaves crowded
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on upper nodes; stipules almost persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm,
membranous; petiole strongly unequal in length, 0.5-2.5 cm;
leaf blade adaxially brownish green, strongly unequal in size,
large leaves often peltate, narrowly ovate, ovate- or elliptic-
lanceolate, 5-7 x 1.7-2.1 cm, subpapery, cystoliths fusiform,
often conspicuous adaxially, base emarginate or subrounded,
margin serrate; apex long acuminate; small leaves often basi-
fixed, ovate, 1.4-2.6 x 1-1.4 cm, base emarginate, apex acute.
Male inflorescences solitary, a racemelike cyme, of several
glomerules, 1.5-3.5 cm overall, peduncle 1-2 cm; female inflo-
rescence unknown. Male flowers pink, subsessile, in bud obo-
void, ca. 0.2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate-oblong, connate at
base, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
oblong.

Shaded moist places in dense forests in limestone hills; ca. 1600
m. W Guangxi [N Vietnam)].

55. Pilea peperomioides Diels, Notes Roy. Bot. Gard.
Edinburgh 5: 592. 1912.
BET % jing mian cao

Herbs perennial, rhizomatous, glabrous, often dioecious,
sometimes monoecious. Stems greenish to dark brownish, often
simple, erect, ascending, or climbing, 15-40 cm tall, 0.6-2 cm
in diam., thick, woody at base, succulent distally, internodes
0.3-1 cm, rough; leaf scars conspicuous, semiorbicular, 3—4
mm in diam., Leaves spirally opposite, crowded on upper
nodes; stipules persistent, light green, becoming brownish when
dry, triangular-ovate, caudate-acuminate, squamose, 7—12 mm,
with dense linear cystoliths; petiole unequal in length, 2—-17 cm;
leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially green, suborbicular,
peltate, unequal in size, 2.5-9 x 2-8 cm, succulent, papery
when dry, 3-veined, lateral veins 3 or 4 on each side, incon-
spicuous, external secondary veins numerous, anastomosing by
margin, finely honeycombed abaxially, cystoliths fusiform,
often conspicuous adaxially, base rounded or emarginate,
margin entire, rarely inconspicuously undulate, apex rounded or
obtuse. Inflorescences solitary, in upper nodes, male inflores-
cence a cymose panicle, 18-28 cm overall, peduncle thick, 5—
14 cm; bracts lanceolate, ca. 0.5 mm; female inflorescence
shorter. Male flower purplish, pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca.
2.5 mm,; perianth lobes 4, obovate, connate at base, subapically
corniculate; stamens 4; rudmentary ovary oblong. Female
perianth lobes unequal, largest lobe cymbiform, 1/2 as long as
achene. Achene purplish, broadly ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm, slightly
compressed, oblique, verrucose, enclosed by persistent peri-
anth. Fl. Apr—Jul, fr. Jul-Sep.

o Shaded moist rocks in forests; 1500-3000 m. SW Sichuan, W
Yunnan.

This species is very rare and possibly endangered in the wild, but
is widely cultivated as an ornamental pot plant in China and other
countries.

56. Pilea peltata Hance, Ann. Sci. Nat., Bot., sér. 5: 242. 1866.
JEM47KAE dun ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, rhizomatous, glabrous, dioecious or
monoecious. Stems greenish, erect, often simple, 5-27 cm tall,
succulent, internodes 1-4 cm. Leaves crowded on upper nodes;

stipules persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole
subequal in length, 0.64.5 cm; leaf blade blue-green, subor-
bicular or subcordate, peltate, subequal in size, 1-4.5(-7) x 1-
3.5(—4) cm, succulent, papery when dry, 3-veined, lateral veins
3 or 4 on each side, inconspicuous, external secondary veins 5—
7, indistinct on both surfaces, often glanduar punctate at ter-
minal veins, finely honeycombed abaxially, cystoliths fusiform,
often conspicuous adaxially, base cordate, rounded or truncate,
margin shallowly undulate-crenate, apex acute or obtuse. Inflo-
rescences solitary, in upper nodes, male a moniliform spike, 3—
4 cm overall, peduncle 1-1.7 cm; female ones 1-2.5 cm (in-
cluding peduncle 0.5-1 cm); bracts lanceolate, ca. 0.4 mm.
Male flowers light yellow-green, pedicellate or sessile, in bud
obovoid, ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate, connate at base,
subapically strongly corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
oblong. Female perianth lobes unequal, largest lobe cymbiform,
1/2 as long as achene. Achene obliquely ovoid, ca. 0.6 mm,
slightly compressed, smooth, with an inconspicuously colored
puncticulate ring, enclosed by persistent perianth. Fl. Jun—Aug,
fr. Aug—Nov.

o Shaded moist places in forests, thickets; 100-500 m. Guang-
dong, Guangxi, S Hunan.

la. Leafblade cordate or suborbicular, apex
acute or obtuse, margin shallowly undulate-
CIENALE .o 56a. var. peltata
1b. Leaf blade ovate, apex often acuminate,
margin sharply serrate or crenate-serrate
............................................................... 56b. var. ovatifolia

56a. Pilea peltata var. peltata
JEMH2 K FE (R AERH) dun ye leng shui hua (yuan bian zhong)

Leaf blade cordate or suborbicular, margin shallowly un-
dulate-crenate, apex acute or obtuse. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

e Shaded moist rocks in forests, thickets on limestone hills; 100—
500 m. Guangdong, Guangxi, S Hunan.

56b. Pilea pedtata var. ovatifolia C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 2(3): 95. 1982.

YA &2 K7€ luan ye dun ye leng shui hua

Leaf blade ovate, margin sharply serrate or crenate-serrate,
apex often acuminate. Fl. Apr—Jul, fr. Aug—Nov.

o Shaded moist places in forests, thickets; 300400 m. N Guang-
dong.

57. Pilea bambusifolia C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 95. 1982.

P4 KFE zhu ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, glabrous, dioecious. Rhizomes fusiform,
ca. 3 mm in diam. Stems reddish, blue-green when dry, erect,
much branched, 20-30 mm tall, 24 mm in diam., slightly
succulent, with dense, longitudinally arranged cystoliths when
dry; internodes 0.4-1.8 cm. Leaves crowded on upper nodes of
stem and branches; stipules almost persistent, triangular, ca. 1
mm, membranous; petiole subequal in length, 5-10 cm; leaf
blade abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green, oblong-lanceo-
late, linear-lanceolate, or linear, subequal in size, 2-5 x 0.4-1
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cm, subpapery, 3-veined, lateral veins many, reticulate, both
surfaces lustrous, cystoliths shortly fusiform, dense on both
surfaces, base obtuse or subrounded, margin sharply serrulate
from mid-base. Male inflorescence not known. Female inflo-
rescences solitary, cymose-racemose, of several glomerules,
sometimes capitate, 0.5-2 cm, peduncle 0.3-1.3 cm. Female
perianth lobes unequal, largest lobe cymbiform, subapically
corniculate. Achene obliquely ovoid, ca. 1 mm, slightly com-
pressed, smooth or sparsely verrucose, enclosed by perianth.
(Male flowers unknown.) Fr. Nov.

e Shaded moist steep places in mountains; ca. 1300 m. SW
Guizhou.

58. Pilea unciformis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
96. 1982.

J#EWEYS K AL ying zui leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
gray-green when dry, erect, much branched through main stem
like corymb, 10-35 cm tall, somewhat succulent, with shortly
fusiform cystoliths when dry; internodes 1-3.5 cm. Leaves
crowded on upper nodes of stem and branches, sometimes 4 in
whorl; stipules persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous;
petiole unequal in length, 0.5-1.2 cm; leaf blade abaxially gray-
green, adaxially dark green, ovate, unequal in size, 0.7-2.5 x
0.6—1 cm, subpapery, 3-veined, sunken adaxially, prominent
abaxially, lateral veins several, inconspicuous, honeycombed
abaxially, cystoliths fusiform, adaxially densely, regularly and
longitudinally arranged along margin on both surfaces, base
subcordate or emarginate, rarely broadly cuneate, margin some-
what thickened, obtusely 2—4-serrate from mid-base. Inflores-
cences solitary; male inflorescence a capitulum, peduncle 5-12
mm; female ones shorter. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca.
0.8 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate, subapically corniculate;
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary conic. Female perianth lobes un-
equal, largest lobe cymbiform, subapically stongly recurved
corniculate. Achene brownish, narrowly ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm,
slightly compressed, smooth, enclosed by perianth lobes. FI
Apr—May, fr. Jun—Sep.

Shaded moist places of limestone mountain; ca. 1300 m. SE
Yunnan [N Vietnam].

59. Pilea linearifolia C. J. Chen, Acta Phytotax. Sin. 17(1):
105. 1979.

M4 7K FE tiao ye leng shui hua

Herbs weak, glabrous, dioecious. Stems erect, simple, 5—
10 cm tall, ca. 1 mm in diam., succulent. Leaves crowded on
upper nodes; stipules persistent, interpetiolar, connate at base,
deltoid, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole subequal in length,
0.1-0.2 cm; leaf blade elliptic-lanceolate or oblong-linear, sub-
equal in size, 612 x 2—4 mm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral
pair reaching margin at middle, secondary veins 2-3 each side,
inconspicuous, cystoliths linear, conspicuous on both surfaces,
base obtuse or emarginate, margin entire, rarely shallowly 1-
lobed in middle, apex attenuate, with obtuse tip. Inflorescences
solitary, in upper nodes; male a capitulum, peduncle 4-15 mm;
glomerules of few flowers, sometimes only 1 developing, bracts
ovate-lanceloate, ca. 0.7 mm; female inflorescence a cluster of a

few flowers; bracts ovate, 0.6 mm. Male flowers pedicellate, in
bud ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate, connate 1/2 of length,
subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute.
Female perianth lobes unequal, largest lobe cymbiform, sub-
apically corniculate. Achene narrowly ovoid, ca. 0.6 mm,
slightly compressed, enclosed by perianth lobes. FI. Jul, fr.
Aug—Sep.

Shaded moist mossy places in Quercus forests; ca. 3100 m. S
Xizang (Gyirong) [Nepal].

60. Pilea cavaleriel H. Léveillé, Repert. Spec. Nov. Regni Veg.
11: 65.1912.

£ M3E shi you cai

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, glabrous, dioecious. Stems
blue-green when dry, erect, much branched, 540 cm tall, 1.5-5
mm in diam., somewhat succulent, with dense cystoliths.
Leaves crowded on apex of stem and branches; stipules
persistent, deltoid, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole subequal in
length, 0.5-2 cm; leaf blade abaxially gray-green, broad-ovate,
rhombic-ovate, or suborbicular, subequal in size, 820 x 618
mm, succulent, papery when dry, 3-veined, lateral pair reaching
margin in middle, secondary veins 2-3 each side, inconspic-
uous, honeycombed abaxially, cystoliths linear, conspicuous
adaxially, sometimes on both surfaces, and often longitudinally
arranged along margins on both surfaces, base broadly cuneate,
subrounded, or subtruncate, often with small auricle, margin
entire, rarely undulate or bluntly crenate, apex obtuse, acute, or
subrounded. Inflorescences solitary, in upper nodes; male in-
florescence a capitulum, peduncle 0.4-1.5 cm; glomerules few
flowered, sometimes only 1 developing, bracts ovate-lanceo-
late, ca. 0.7 mm; female inflorescence a cluster of a few flow-
ers; bracts ovate, 0.6 mm. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud ca.
1.8 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate-oblong, connate 1/2 of
length, subapically corniculate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
oblong. Female perianth lobes unequal, largest lobe cymbiform,
subapically corniculate. Achene ovoid, ca. 0.7 mm, compres-
sed, smooth, enclosed by perianth lobes. F1. May-Aug, ftr.
Aug—Oct.

Shaded moist places, rocks in forests; 200-1500 m. Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, E Sichuan, SW
Zhejiang [Bhutan].

la. Leafapex obtuse, acute, or subrounded,

margin entire, rarely undulate ......... 60a. subsp. cavaleriei
1b. Leaf apex rounded, margin obtusely
CIENALE ..ot 60b. subsp. crenata

60a. Pilea cavaleriei subsp. cavalerie
M (FEEF) shi you cai (yuan ya zhong)

Pilea cavaleriei subsp. valida C. J. Chen; Pilea peploides
(Gaudichaud-Beaupré) W. J. Hooker & Arnott var. cavaleriei
(H. Léveillé) H. Léveillé.

Stems 5-30 cm tall, 1.5-2.5 mm in diam. Leaf margin
entire, apex obtuse, acute, or subrounded, rarely undulate. Male
inflorescences longer than petioles. Fl. May—Aug, fr. Aug—Oct.

Shaded moist places, rocks in forests; 200-1500 m. Fujian,
Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangxi, E Sichuan, SW
Zhejiang [Bhutan].
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60b. Pilea cavaleriel subsp. crenata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 99. 1982.

[ 1577 33 yuan chi shi you cai
Leaf margin obtusely crenate, apex rounded. Fr. May.
o Shaded moist steep rocks; ca. 600 m. N Guangxi, Guizhou.

61. Pilea sinocrassifolia C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 99. 1982.

JEH¥2KAE hou ye leng shui hua

Pilea crassifolia Hance, J. Bot. 20: 294. 1882, not Blume
(1855).

Herbs prostrate, glabrous, monoecious. Stems much
branched, succulent, with dense cystoliths when dry. Stipules
persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole subequal
in length, 0.2-0.6 mm; leaf blade adaxially green, suborbicular,
subequal in size, 4-8.5 x 6-18 mm, succulent, papery when
dry, 3-veined, lateral pair reaching margin in middle, secondary
veins 2—4 each side, all veins inconspicuous, abaxial surface
rugose, cystoliths fusiform, conspicuous, base subtruncate, mar-
gin entire and revolute, apex subrounded. Male inflorescences
solitary, in upper nodes, a capitulum, peduncle 2—-5 mm, glom-
erules of a few flowers; bracts ovate-lanceolate, ca. 0.8 mm.
Female inflorescence not seen. Male flowers yellow-green,
pedicellate, in bud ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate-oblong,
connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate, with 2 small
gibbose appendices at each side; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary
oblong. F1. Nov—Mar.

o Shaded moist places, rocks along streams; 200-1000 m. SW
Fujian, N Guangdong, Guizhou, S Hunan, SE Yunnan.

62. Pilea racemosa (Royle) Tuyama in H. Hara, Fl. E. Himal.
61. 1966.

T L% 7K FE ya gao shan leng shui hua

Procris racemosa Royle, Ill. Bot. Himal. Mts. t. 83, f. 1.
1836, Pilea subalpina Handel-Mazzetti; P. wightii Weddell var.
roylel J. D. Hooker.

Herbs perennial, weak, glabrous, monoecious or dioe-
cious. Tuber whitish gray, globose, 3-20 mm in diam. Stems
often branched, 2-15(-30) cm tall, succulent. Stipules persis-
tent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membranous; petiole subequal in
length, 0.2—1 cm; leaf blade abaxially pale green, adaxially
green, ovate, elliptic, rhombic, obovate, or suborbicular, sub-
equal in size, 0.5-2 x 0.3—1.2 cm, succulent, herbaceous, 3(-5)-
veined, rarely triplinerved, lateral veins 1-3 each side, incon-
spicuous, cystoliths fusiform, conspicuous on both surfaces,
base rounded, subcordate, or broadly cuneate, margin bluntly
1-5-serrate each side or entire, apex subacute or obtuse. Inflo-
rescences in pairs, male a capitulum or racemelike-cyme, 1-3.5
cm; female peduncle 0.2-2 cm. Male flowers pedicellate, in
bud ca. 1.5 mm; perianth lobes 4, obovate-oblong, connate 1/2
of length, subapically corniculate, stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary oblong. Female perianth lobes unequal, subapically cor-
niculate. Achene narrowly ovoid or oblong-ovoid, ca. 0.8 mm,
slightly compressed, smooth, enclosed by persistent perianth
lobes. F1. May—Jun, fr. Jul-Sep.

Tsuga or Picea forests, semishaded moist places, often on mossy
rocks, sometimes on walls by villages; 2200-5400 m. W Sichuan, S
Xizang, NW Yunnan, [Bhutan, N India, Nepal, Sikkim].

This species shows great variability in stem branching, leaf shape,
leaf margin, and peduncle length. Plants found at higher elevations are
shorter, often unbranched, have a less serrate leaf margin, and a shorter
peduncle. This species is distinct in always having a globose tuber,
capitate inflorescences, and a narrow, smooth achene.

63. Pilea approximata C. B. Clarke, J. Linn. Soc., Bot. 15:
123. 1876.

T4 7k ding ye leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, weak, glabrous, dioecious, rarely mono-
ecious. Tuber brownish, conic, 5-10 x 3—4 mm, sometimes
underground internodes becoming a tuber. Stems often simple,
thin, 3—12 x 0.1 cm, succulent. Leaves crowded at stem apex,
opposite or 4-6 in whorl; stipules persistent, deltoid, ca. 1 mm,
membranous, apex obtuse; petiole unequal in length, 0.1-0.7
cm; leaf blade ovate to ovate- or elliptic-lanceolate, unequal in
size, 0.84 x 0.5-1.4 cm, submembranous, 3-veined, lateral
veins several, reticulate, glabrous, adaxial surface sometimes
sparsely pilose on veins, cystoliths fusiform, slightly conspic-
uous abaxially, base cordate or obtuse, margin sharply serrate,
often with a glandular dot by tooth tip abaxially, apex acu-
minate, sometimes acute. Inflorescences solitary, in upper
nodes, a capitulum, peduncle slender, 0.5-2 cm; of several uni-
sexual or rarely bisexual flowers, female peduncle 0.2-2 cm.
Bisexual flowers: perianth lobes 3; ovate, ca. 1.5 mm, stamens
3; ovary ellipsoid, ca. 0.8 mm. Male flowers: pedicel 1-1.5
mm; in bud ca. 1.8 mm; perianth lobes (3 or)4, ovate, connate
1/2 of length, subapically corniculate, stamens (3-)4; rudi-
mentary ovary narrowly conic. Female perianth lobes unequal,
largest lobe 1/2 as long as achene, subapically coriculate.
Achene obliquely ovoid, 1-1.2 mm, slightly compressed,
smooth, enclosed by persistent perianth. F1. Jun—Jul, fr. Jul-
Sep.

Abies and Rhododendron forests, shaded moist places, mossy
rocks, wet mossy trees; 2500-3500 m. S Xizang, NW Yunnan [Bhutan,
Nepal, Sikkim].

la. Stipules deltoid, ca. 1 mm; leaves

crowded at stem apex or in a whorl

of 4-6, leaf blade ovate to lanceolate,

apex acuminate or long-acuminate,

MArGIN SEITALE ...ceoveveeerereeriereerienne 63a. var. approximata
1b. Stipules oblong or triangular, 3—4

mm; leaves regularly opposite, subequal

in length; leaf blade broadly ovate,

apex acute, margin incisoserrate .... 63b. var. incisoserrata

63a. Pilea approximata var. approximata
TR K FE(JRZ M) ding ye leng shui hua (yuan bian zhong)

Leaves crowded at stem apex or in a whorl of 4-6; stipules
triangular, ca. 1 mm; leaf blades ovate to lanceolate, very un-
equal in length, 0.8—4 x 0.5-1.4 cm, main veins sunken, adaxial
surface glabrous, margin serrate, each tooth often with an abax-
ial gland dot at tip, apex often acuminate. F1. Jun—Jul, fr. Jul-
Sep.
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Abies and Rhododendron forests, shaded moist places, mossy
rocks along ravines; 2900-3000 m. S Xizang, NW Yunnan [Bhutan,
Nepal, Sikkim)].

63b. Pilea approximata var. incisoserrata C. J. Chen, Bull.
Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3): 100. 1982.

LAV KAE rui lie chi leng shui hua

Leaves regularly opposite, subequal in length; stipules
oblong or triangular, 3—4 mm; leaf blade broadly ovate, 1-2 x
0.7-1 cm, main veins slightly raised, adaxial surface pubescent
on veins, margin sharply incisoserrate, teeth acute, apex always
acute. F1. Jun—Jul, fr. Jul-Aug.

Wet mossy rocks or trees; 2500-3500 m. S Xizang [Bhutan].

64. Pilea pumila (Linnaeus) A. Gray, Manual, 437. 18438.

EZERIKAE tou jing leng shui hua

Herbs annual, subglabrous, monoecious. Stems erect,
simple or branched, 5-50 cm tall, succulent. Stipules soon de-
ciduous, ovate-oblong, 2-3 mm, membranous; petiole subequal
in length, 0.4-4.5 cm, sparsely puberulent adaxially; leaf blade
spreading, rhombic-ovate or broadly ovate, subequal in size, 1—
9 x 0.6-5 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins several, dis-
tal ones anastomosing, others inconspicuous, both surfaces
sparsely pilose, cystoliths linear, base often broadly cuneate, or
proximal ones obtuse, margin dentate-serrate, apex shortly acu-
minate, caudate, or acute; proximal leaf pair often entire. Inflo-
rescences often androgynous, solitary, from almost every node,
male a scorpioid cyme, shorter, in the lower nodes, subsessile,
many flowered; female inflorescence larger, in upper nodes, in
fruit enlarged, but often shorter than petioles. Male flower
pedicellate or sessile, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.8 mm; perianth
lobes 2(—4), cymbiform, connate at base, subapically cornicu-
late; stamens 2(—4); rudimentary ovary inconspicuous. Female
perianth lobes free, subequal or lateral ones slightly larger, all
oblong-cymbiform, as long as achene in fruit. Achene often
with brownish dots, triangular-ovoid, 1.2—1.8 mm, compressed,
smooth. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Nov.

Moist places in forests, ravines, by rice fields, walls by villages;
300-2200(-2900) m. Anhui, Chongging, Fujian, Gansu, Guangdong,
Guangxi, Guizhou, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu,
Jiangxi, Jilin, Liaoning, Nei Mongol, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Shandong,
Shanxi, Sichuan, Taiwan, Xizang, Yunnan, Zhejiang [Japan, Korea,
Mongolia, Russia (Siberia); North America].

Populations of this species from E Asia were described as Pilea
mongolica. The authors have examined material of this species, includ-
ing plants from Asia and North America, and found the specimens were
consistently characterized by the scorpioid cyme, 2(—4)-merous male
flowers, and triangular-ovoid achene. There is no reason to separate
populations from E Asia as a separate species. However, three varieties
are recognized here.

The plants are used medicinally as a diuretic.

la. Herbs diffuse; leaf blade rhombic-

orbicular or broadly ovate, apex

subrounded or obtuse, margin

bluntly 3—5-crenate; achene without

colored dots ......cccevveueerieeeneeecrieenenns 64c. var. obtusifolia
1b. Herbs erect or ascending; leaf blade

rhombic-ovate or ovate, apex lanceolate
or acute, margin serrate; achene with
brownish dots.
2a. Female perianth lobes linear, subequal,
shorter than or subequal to achene ... 64a. var. pumila
2b. Female perianth lobes ovate or
obovate-oblong, unequal, lateral 2
broader with conspicuous ribs and
longer than achene, abaxial one 1/2
as long as lateral 2 .........cccoeennenene. 64b. var. hamaoi

64a. Pilea pumila var. pumila
BEZVKIEEZER) tou jing leng shui hua (yuan bian zhong)

Urtica pumila Linnaeus, Sp. P1. 2: 984. 1753; Pilea mon-
golica Weddell; P. viridissima Makino.

Herbs erect. Leaf blade rhombic-ovate or ovate, margin
serrate, apex lanceolate or acute. Female perianth lobes sub-
equal, linear, shorter than or subequal to achene. Achene with
brownish dots.

Shaded moist places in forests, rocks in ravines; 400-2200(—2900)
m. Anhui, Chongging, Fujian, Gansu, Guangdong, Guangxi, Guizhou,
Hebei, Heilongjiang, Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Jilin,
Liaoning, Nei Mongol, Ningxia, Shaanxi, Shandong, Shanxi, Sichuan,
Taiwan, Xizang, Yunnan, Zhejiang [Japan, Korea, Mongolia, Russia
(Siberia); North America].

64b. Pilea pumila var. hamaoi (Makino) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 103. 1982.

FAHLYS /KFE yin di leng shui hua
Pilea hamaoi Makino, Bot. Mag. (Tokyo) 10: 364. 1896.

Herbs erect or ascending. Leaf blade rhombic-ovate or
ovate, margin serrate, apex often acute or slightly obtuse. Fe-
male perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe ovate- or obovate-ob-
long, 1/2 as long as the 2 lateral lobes which are longer than
achene. Achene with brownish dots. F1. Mar.

Shaded moist places in forests, ravines; 300-900 m. Hebei,
Heilongjiang, Jilin [Japan, Korea].

64c. Pilea pumila var. obtusifalia C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res.,
Harbin 2(3): 104. 1982.

Fig¥4K4E dun jian leng shui hua

Herbs diffuse. Leaf blade rhombic-orbicular or broadly
ovate, margin bluntly 3—5-crenate, apex subrounded or obtuse.
Female perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe ovate-lanceolate or
oblong, 1/4-1/3 as long as lateral lobes which are subequal to or
1/2 as long as achene. Achene without colored dots. F1. Sep—
Oct, fr. Oct—Nov.

® Moist places in forests, ravines, by rice fields, walls by villages;
500-1500 m. S Gansu, Guizhou, W Hubei, S Shaanxi, Sichuan.

65. Pilea pauciflora C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
104. 1982.

/L 1EYe k46 shao hua leng shui hua

Herbs annual, weak, subglabrous, monoecious, rarely
dioecious. Stems erect, simple or branched, thin, 5-20 cm tall,
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1-2.5 mm in diam., succulent. Stipules persistent, light green,
suborbicular or subcordate, 2.5-4 mm, thinly membranous,
apex rounded; petiole subequal in length, thin, 0.5-2.6 cm,
sparsely puberulent adaxially; leaf blade broadly ovate, sub-
equal in size, 0.8—4 x 0.6-3 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral
veins several, inconspicuous, adaxial surface sparsely pilose,
cystoliths minute, base often broadly cuneate or obtuse, margin
bluntly 3-5(-7)-crenate, apex obtuse, rarely acute. proximal
leaves often smaller, entire. Inflorescences often androgynous,
solitary, from almost every node, a cluster or scorpioid cyme,
subsessile, few flowered. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud
obovoid, 0.4-0.6 mm; perianth lobes 2, hooded, connate at
base, subapically corniculate; stamens 2; rudimentary ovary
inconspicuous. Female perianth lobes free, very unequal, abax-
ial lobe longest, hooded, subapically long corniculate, in fruit as
long as achene, lateral lobes triangular, quite small, 1/10 as long
as abaxial lobe, membranous; staminodes minute, oblong.
Achene brownish, triangular-ovoid, ca. 1.5 mm, compressed,
attenuate, smooth. Fl. Jun—Aug, fr. Aug—Sep.

o Shaded moist places in forests, by marshes; 2100-2800 m. C
and S Gansu, NW Sichuan.

66. Pilea rostellata C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
106. 1982.

kiM% /K7€ duan hui leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious. Stems erect,
simple or branched, ca. 50 cm tall, succulent, with gall-like
swellings between nodes; stems, petioles, abaxial leaf blade,
and peduncle of male cymes densely covered with villous
multicellular hairs. Stipules persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm,
membranous; petiole subequal in length, 1.5-7 cm; leaf blade
ovate or narrowly ovate, slightly asymmetric, subequal in size,
9-13 x 4-7.6 cm, membranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many,
regularly reticulate, abaxial surface subglabrous, cystoliths fusi-
form, conspicuous along veins abaxially, base subrounded or
broadly cuneate, margin shallowly crenate. Inflorescences in
pairs; male cymes ca. 1 cm; bracts narrowly ovate, ca. 0.4 mm.
Male flowers pedicellate, in bud obovoid, ca. 1.2 mm; perianth
lobes 4, ovate, connate at base, subapically beaked, puberulent,
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary conic. Fl. Apr.

e Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; ca. 1700 m. W
Yunnan (Longling).

67. Pilea salwinensis (Handel-Mazzetti) C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot.
Res., Harbin 2(3): 107. 1982.

BAT¥R/KFE nu jiang leng shui hua

Pilea symmeria Weddell var. salwinensis Handel-Maz-
zetti, Symb. Sin. 7: 134. 1929.

Herbs perennial, robust, or subshrubs, stoloniferous, dioe-
cious. Stems brownish when dry, erect, much branched, to 100
cm tall, woody at base, succulent distally; stems and petioles
glabrous or sparsely covered with multicellular hairs and squa-
mae above. Stipules persistent, triangular, ca. 1 mm, membra-
nous; petiole unequal in length, 1-6 cm; leaf blade brownish
green when dry, narrowly ovate or oblong-lanceolate, unequal
in size, 6-12 x 4-5 cm, herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins
many, regularly transverse, abaxial surface pubescent along

veins, adaxial surface sparsely pilose, cystoliths fusiform on
both surfaces, base rounded, margin crenulate, apex acuminate,
acumen dentate. Inflorescences in pairs; male inflorescence
a cymose panicle, 1-2 cm overall, peduncle thin and short,
sparsely pubescent; female inflorescence shorter; bracts linear-
lanceolate, ca. 0.6 mm. Male flowers pedicellate, in bud obo-
void, ca. 0.7 mm,; perianth lobes 4, oblong-ovate, connate at
base, subapically corniculate, glabrous; stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary minute, conic. Female perianth lobes dimorphic, sub-
equal, abaxial lobe hooded, 1/2 as long as achene, lateral 2
lobes triangular-ovate, membranous. Achene ovoid, ca. 0.5
mm, oblique, smooth, enclosed by persistent perianth. F1. Apr—
May, fr. Jun.

Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; 2000-2500 m. W
Yunnan [Myanmar].

68. Pilea umbr osa Blume, Mus. Bot. 2: 56. 1856.
Pid:14 7K 3 yin sheng leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems erect, often branched, 20-50 cm tall, succulent distally,
usually covered with multicellular hairs throughout. Stipules
soon deciduous, brownish, narrowly ovate or oblong, ca. 5 mm,
membranous; petiole unequal in length, 0.6-6.5 cm; leaf blade
abaxially pale green, adaxially dark green, broadly ovate,
broadly elliptic, or suborbicular, slightly asymmetric, unequal
in size, 3—12 x 2-9 cm, submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins
many, cystoliths minute, shortly fusiform, base obtuse to sub-
cordate, margin coarsely dentate, apex short acuminate to
caudate-acuminate, acumen untoothed. Inflorescences solitary,
male one a widely branched, paniculate cyme, 10-16 cm
overall, peduncle 6-10 cm; female inflorescence shorter than
male one, shorter than petioles. Male flowers subsessile, in bud
obovoid, ca. 0.8 mm; perianth lobes 4, connate at base,
corniculate below apex, sparsely setose; stamens 4; rudimentary
ovary minute. Female perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe
hooded, 1/2 as long as achene, lateral 2 lobes triangular-ovate,
much shorter, membranous. Achene ovoid, ca. 0.6 mm, com-
pressed, oblique, thinner at margins, smooth, sometimes with
an inconspicuously dotted colored ring enclosed by persistent
perianth. F1. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Oct.

Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; 1500-2800 m. S
Xizang, NW Yunnan [Bhutan, N India, Kashmir, Nepal].

la. Stems, petioles, and abaxial leaf blade

densely covered with multicellular hairs;

male panicles to 16 cm .......cccevevennene. 68a. var. umbrosa
1b. Lower stems and abaxial leaf blade

subglabrous, otherwise sparsely covered

with multicellular hairs; male panicles

£0 10 CIM e 68b. var. obesa

68a. Pilea umbrosa var. umbrosa

FLE KFE(IRZ M) yin sheng leng shui hua (yuan bian
zhong)

Pilea producta Blume, p.p.

Stems, petioles, and abaxial leaf blade densely covered
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with multicellular hairs. Male panicles to 16 cm. Fl. Jul-Aug,
fr. Sep—Oct.

Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; 1500-2800 m. S
Xizang, NW Yunnan [Bhutan, N India, Kashmir, Nepal].

Other syntype material of Pilea producta belongs to the following
species, P. multicdlularis.

68b. Pilea umbrosa var. obesa Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 243.
1856.

/BEVIKAE shao mao leng shui hua

Lower stems and abaxial leaf blade subglabrous; stem in
upper part, petioles, and peduncles sparsely covered with
multicellular hairs. Male panicles to 10 cm. F1. Sep.

Shaded moist places in mixed forests; ca. 2600 m. SE Xizang,
NW Yunnan [Nepal].

69. Pilea multicdlularis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin
2(3): 108. 1982.

HERER KAE chuan zhu mao leng shui hua
Pilea producta Blume, p.p.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious. Stems erect, ca.
40 cm tall, succulent distally; stems, petioles, and both surfaces
of leaf blade densely covered with multicellular hairs. Stipules
deciduous; petiole strongly unequal in length; the longer one 1-
1.5 cm; the shorter one subsessile; leaf blade brownish when
dry, the major one oblong-ovate, strongly unequal in shape and
size; 6-8 x 3.5-4.5 cm, herbaceous, 3-veined, lateral veins
many, regularly transverse, cystoliths minute, shortly fusiform,
inconspicuous, base cordate, margin serrate, apex acuminate;
the minor one broadly ovate to cordate, 2—4 x 1-2.8 cm, base
deeply cordate, almost around stem, apex shortly acuminate or
acute. Male inflorescence subspicate, few branched, 5-7 cm,
flowers densely arranged along 1 side of axis; female inflo-
rescence a cymose panicle, much branched, to 10 cm. Male
flowers minute, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, apex acute; stamens
4; rudimentary ovary minute. Female abaxial perianth lobe
hooded, 1/2 as long as achene, lateral 2 lobes triangular-ovate,
ca. 1/3 as long as abaxial lobe, membranous. Achene ovoid, ca.
1 mm, slightly compressed, slightly oblique, smooth, some-
times inconspicuously verrucose, enclosed by persistent peri-
anth. FL. Jul-Aug, fr. Sep—Oct.

o Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; ca. 2900 m. NW
Yunnan.

Other syntype material of Pilea producta belongs to the previous
species, P. umbrosa.

70. Pilea medogensis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
109. 1982.

E ¥ KAE mo tuo leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, weak, stoloniferous, dioecious or mono-
ecious. Stems erect, often branched underground, 5-25 cm tall,
1.5-2 mm in diam., woody at base, succulent distally; upper
stems, petioles, and inflorescences with multicellular hairs.
Stipules soon deciduous, brownish, oblong-lanceolate, membra-

nous; petiole slightly unequal in length, 5-30 mm; leaf blade
elliptic or ovate-elliptic, slightly unequal in size, 1.5-8 x 1-4
cm, submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins 10-13 each side,
inconspicuous, abaxial surface pubescent, adaxial surface
sparsely multicellular pilose, cystoliths minute, shortly fusiform
or punctate, inconspicuous only at margins, base broadly cune-
ate or obtuse, margin sharply dentate, apex caudate-acuminate,
acumen sharply denticulate. Inflorescence glomerules several,
in moniliform spikes, sometimes few branched, rarely capitate,
1-4 cm overall, peduncle 0.5-2.5 cm; bracts ovate-oblong, ca.
0.6 mm. Male flowers purplish, ovoid, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes
4, subapically inconspicuously corniculate; stamens 4; rudimen-
tary ovary minute. Female perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe
somewhat hooded, 1/2 as long as achene, lateral 2 lobes tri-
angular-ovate, shorter, membranous. Achene ovoid, ca. 1 mm,
slightly compressed, slightly oblique, verrucose, enclosed by
persistent perianth. Fl. Jun—Jul, fr. Aug—Sep.

Shaded moist places of forest margins, near streams; 2400-3800
m. SE Xizang [N India].

This species was formerly included in Pilea umbrosa var. obesa,
which was based on three collections, which were later recognized as
three different taxa. One specimen, Wallich 4589B, from Nepal, is
considered to be consistent with P. medogensis by its general appear-
ance and inflorescence morphology. Pilea medogenss is similar to P.
umbrosa, but is distinct in its moniliform spike, elliptic leaf blades, and
leaf apex with a sharply denticulate acumen.

71. Pilea insolens Weddell in Candolle, Prodr. 16(1): 118.
1869.

JEZ%/KHE dun ji leng shui hua

Pilea anisophylla Weddell var. khasiana J. D. Hooker; P.
khasiana (J. D. Hooker) C. J. Chen.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems simple, 20-50 cm tall, soft, succulent; internodes long.
Stipules persistent, triangular-ovate, 1.5-2 mm, membranous;
petiole strongly unequal in length, to 5 cm or absent; leaf blade
abaxially pale green, adaxially green, the major blade oblong-
ovate, asymmetric, strongly unequal in shape and size, some-
times reduced into alternate leaves, 5-13 x 3—-6 c¢m, membra-
nous, 3-veined, basal lateral veins U-shaped near origin, lateral
veins many, regularly transverse, reticulate, cystoliths minute,
shortly fusiform, conspicuous on both surfaces; base distinctly
peltate or deeply cordate in basfixed leaves, margin entire or
with a few small teeth near apex, apex caudate-acuminate; the
minor blade ovate, 1.5-4 x 0.8-2 cm, base deeply cordate, al-
most around stem, or subtruncate, margin entire but with a few
small teeth near apex, apex acute. Male inflorescence spikelike,
somewhat coiled distally, few branched, 5-14 cm, flowers or
glomerules loosely arranged along 1 side of axis; female
inflorescence a cymose panicle, much branched, to 5 cm; bracts
triangular-ovate, ca. 3 mm. Male flowers ca. 2.5 mm; pedicel
thin, ca. 2 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate, connate for ca. 1/2
length, apex caudate; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute,
conic. Female perianth lobes unequal, abaxial lobe hooded, ca.
1/2 as long as achene, lateral 2 lobes triangular-ovate, ca. 1/2 as
long as abaxial lobe, membranous. Achene brownish, ovoid, ca.
1.2 mm, slightly compressed, slightly oblique, verrucose,
enclosed by persistent perianth. F1. Jun—Aug, fr. Sep—Oct.
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Shaded moist places in evergreen and broad-leaved mixed forests,
near streams; 16002700 m. SE Xizang [Bhutan, N India, Nepal].

The type of Pilea anisophylla var. khasiana, Griffith 4515, has
some leaves peltate and clearly belongs here rather than in P. aniso-

phylla.
72. Pilea anisophylla Weddell, Monogr. Urtic. 193. 1856.
S KEE yi ye leng shui hua

Pilea anisophylla var. robusta J. D. Hooker; P. secunda
Chien.

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous, dioecious or monoecious.
Stems ascending, simple or branched, 20—-150 cm tall, succu-
lent, glabrous or sparsely multicellular pubescent adaxially.
Stipules persistent, triangular-ovate, 1.5-2 mm, herbaceous;
petiole strongly unequal in length, 0-2.5 cm; leaf blade abax-
ially pale green, adaxially green, asymmetric, strongly unequal
in shape and size; the major blade falcate-lanceolate, ovate- or
oblong-lanceolate, 5-16 x 1.5-5 cm, membranous, 3-veined,
lateral veins many, regularly transverse, reticulate, cystoliths
minute, shortly fusiform, conspicuous on both surfaces, base
deeply or shallowly cordate, rarely rounded, margin entire or
shallowly 1-3-serrate distally, apex caudate-acuminate; the
minor blade sessile, triangular-ovate, oblong, rarely falcate
lanceolate, 1.5-3(—6) x 0.4-2(-3) cm, base deeply cordate,
almost around stem or hastate, rarely subrounded, margin entire
or 1- or 2-serrulate near apex, apex acute or acuminate. Male
inflorescences spikelike, somewhat coiled distally, few branch-
ed, flowers or glomerules loosely arranged along 1 side of axis
3-8(-19) cm, female inflorescences cymose-racemose or cy-
mose-paniculate, branched, shorter, 2—6 cm, glabrous or pubes-
cent. Male flowers ca. 1.2 mm; pedicel 0—1 mm, thin; perianth
lobes 4, ovate, connate 1/2 of length, subapically corniculate;
stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute, conic. Female perianth

lobes unequal, abaxial lobe hooded, 1/2 as long as achene, later-
al 2 lobes triangular-ovate, 1/2 as long as abaxial lobe, membra-
nous. Achene brownish, ovoid, slightly oblique, ca. 1 mm,
slightly compressed, smooth, enclosed by persistent perianth.
FL. Jun—Sep, fr. Sep—Dec.

Shaded moist places in evergreen and broad-leaved mixed forests,
near streams; 900-2400 m. SE Xizang, S and W Yunnan [Bhutan, N
India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sikkim].

73. Pilea pdlionioides C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
112. 1982.

IRZEVRIKAE chi che leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, robust, or subshrubs, stoloniferous, dioe-
cious. Stems much branched, to 120 cm tall; upper stems,
branches, petioles, and inflorescence with multicellular pubes-
cence. Stipules deciduous, deltoid or subcordate, 1.5-2.5 mm;
petiole strongly unequal in length, 0-2 cm; leaf blade brownish
when dry, the major blade oblong-oblanceolate, slightly asym-
metric, strongly unequal in shape and size; 8-12 x 2.3-3.5 cm;
submembranous, 3-veined, lateral veins many, subtransverse,
reticulate, abaxial surface sparsely setose, with dense multi-
cellular hairs on veins, adaxial surface with multicellular hairs,
cystoliths minute, only at margins, base obtuse or broadly
cuneate, margin serrate or crenate, apex acuminate or caudate-
acuminate, acumen serrate. the minor blade rarely reduced, ses-
sile, obovate, 6-9 x 4-6 mm. Inflorescence a compact cymose
panicle, 0.8-1.5 cm, shortly pedunculate. Male flowers shortly
pedicellate, ca. 1 mm; perianth lobes 4, ovate, connate 1/2 of
length, apex obtuse; stamens 4; rudimentary ovary minute,
conic. Female flowers ca. 0.5 mm; perianth lobes subequal, ob-
long, persistent, subapically corniculate. F1. Aug—Oct.

e Shaded moist places in forests, near streams; 1800-2800 m.
NW Yunnan.

5. Pilea sect. Pilea

% 7KAE4H leng shui hua zu

Herbs. Leaves pinnately veined. Inflorescences capitate or subcapitate. male perianth lobes 4, valvate. Female perianth lobes 3,

unequal.

About ten species: Central and South America, Asia; three species (one introduced) in China.

la. Leafblade obovate or spatulate, 2—7 mm, margin entire ...........

............................................................................ 76. P. microphylla

1b. Leaf blade elliptic-lanceolate or linear, 1.5-9 cm, margin serrate, sometimes bluntly so.
2a. Stolon nodes often thickened into conic tubers; leaves crowded on upper 2 or 3 nodes, membranous, linear,

3-9 x 0.5-1 cm, lateral veins 6-10 each side ......................

................................................................................. 75. P. ternifolia

2b. Stolon nodes not thickened; leaves on upper stem and branches, succulent, thick papery when dry, elliptic-

lanceolate, 1.5—4 x 0.5-1 cm, lateral veins 4—6 each side

74. Pilea penninervis C. J. Chen, Bull. Bot. Res., Harbin 2(3):
113. 1982.

F 514 7K4E dun chi leng shui hua

Herbs perennial, stoloniferous but nodes not thickened,
glabrous, dioecious. Stems much branched, 15-25 cm tall,
somewhat succulent; internodes 1.5-3.5 cm. Leaves on upper
stem and branches; stipules almost persistent, deltoid, ca. 1 mm;
petiole subequal in length, 2-5 mm; leaf blade abaxial