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15. CORIANDRUM Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. 1: 256. 1753. 
芫荽属  yan sui shu 

She Menglan (佘孟兰 Sheh Meng-lan); Mark F. Watson 

Herbs annual, strongly aromatic, glabrous throughout. Taproot slender. Stem erect, branched above. Leaves petiolate; blade 
pinnately dissected, membranous; ultimate segments very variable in shape. Umbels compound, lax, terminal or opposite the leaves; 
bracts absent (rarely 1); rays several, spreading, unequal; bracteoles several, linear. Calyx teeth short, acute, often unequal. Petals 
white or rose-pink, obovate, apex deeply notched, outer petals enlarged (radiant). Stylopodium conic; styles slender, erect. Fruit glo-
bose, not readily separating at maturity; pericarp hard; primary and secondary ribs filiform, evident; vittae absent or solitary, obscure 
in mature fruits. Seed face concave. Carpophore deeply bifid at apex. 

Probably one species: Mediterranean region; cultivated in China. 

1. Coriandrum sativum Linnaeus Sp. Pl. 1: 256. 1753. 

芫荽  yan sui 

Selinum coriandrum E. H. L. Krause, nom. illeg. superfl. 

Plants to 60 cm high. Basal and lower leaves pinnate to 2-
pinnatisect; petiole to 13 cm, shortly sheathing at base; blade 
ovate, to 14 × 8 cm; pinnae broadly ovate or flabelliform, 1–2 × 
1–1.5 cm, variously toothed or incised; ultimate segments 
broad. Mid and upper cauline leaves ternate-2–3-pinnatisect, 

reducing up the stem; ultimate segments linear to filiform, 2–15 
× 0.5–1.5 mm, obtuse, entire. Peduncles 2–10 cm; rays 2–8, 1–
2.5 cm; bracteoles 2–5, linear, entire; umbellules 3–9-flowered. 
Pedicels 2–5 mm. Calyx teeth ovate-deltoid or ovate-lanceolate, 
unequal. Fruit 1.5–5 mm wide. Fl. and fr. Apr–Nov. 

Cultivated and sometimes naturalized. Almost throughout China 
[native to the Mediterranean region; cultivated worldwide]. 

The stem and leaves are used as a vegetable or culinary herb (cori-
ander, cilantro); the fruit are used as a culinary spice, for oil, and as a 
dietary herb in traditional Chinese medicine (“hu sui”). 
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