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2. LIANTHUS N. Robson, Bull. Brit. Mus. (Nat. Hist.), Bot. 31: 38. 2001. 
惠林花属  hui lin hua shu 

Li Xiwen (李锡文 Li Hsi-wen); Norman K. B. Robson 

Suffrutex, glabrous, with translucent (“pale”) glands only. Stems and branches terete, eglandular. Leaves opposite, sessile, 
entire, venation pinnate; glands in 2 systems: abaxial, closely parallel, linear, and arching from near base, and adaxial and puncti-
form. Flowers bisexual, homostylous, deeply ?cupped. Sepals 5, quincuncial, equal, free. Petals 5, ?contorted, white, subsymmetric, 
deciduous after anthesis. Stamens in 5 fascicles united to form apparently 3 (i.e., 2 + 2 + 1), with compound fascicles antisepalous, 
deciduous, each single fascicle with 3 or 4 stamens; filaments slender, united at base; anthers small, dorsifixed, dehiscing longi-
tudinally, with gland on connective; sterile fascicles (fasciclodes) 3, very small, inserted between stamen fascicles, persistent. Ovary 
3-loculed with axile placentae, each placenta with many ovules; styles 3, free, slender; stigmas narrowly capitate. Fruit a septicidal 
capsule, with valves longitudinally and narrowly vittate. Seeds small, carinate, not arillate; testa finely foveolate; embryo not seen. 

● One species: China (NW Yunnan). 

1. Lianthus ellipticifolius (H. L. Li) N. Robson, Bull. Brit. 
Mus. (Nat. Hist.), Bot. 31: 38. 2001. 

惠林花  hui lin hua 

Hypericum ellipticifolium H. L. Li, J. Arnold Arbor. 25: 
307. 1944. 

Suffrutex 0.3–0.6 m tall, erect, cespitose or from short 
creeping and rooting base; stems few, slender, sometimes 
branched above. Stems terete, eglandular. Leaves sessile; blade 
elliptic, 3–5 × 1.5–3 cm; thickly papery, abaxially paler, not 
glaucous; abaxial laminar glands very small, irregular, dense; 
adaxial laminar glands linear, curved-parallel from base, alter-
nating with veinlike narrower glands; intramarginal glands 
rather dense; main lateral veins 2–3(–4)-paired, tertiary reticu-
lation lax, only main veins visible (and prominent) below; base 
rounded, margin recurved, apex rounded to subretuse, often 
obtusely apiculate. Inflorescence 5–7-flowered, subumbelli-
form, terminal; peduncle absent; bracts and bracteoles narrowly 
triangular, persistent. Pedicels ca. 8 mm. Flowers ca. 1.5 cm in 
diam., ?deeply cupped; buds elliptic, apex obtuse. Sepals erect 
in bud, reflexed in fruit, narrowly triangular-lanceolate, equal, 
6–7 × ca. 2 mm; laminar glands lines, usually 2 between each 
vein; marginal glands absent; margin entire, apex narrowly 
acute to acuminate; veins 5. Petals white, oblong-obovate, 1–
1.2 cm × 3–4 mm, ca. 2 × as long as sepals; laminar glands 
lines to streaks; marginal glands absent; margin entire, with 
apiculus lateral, very short. Stamens 11–15, apparently 3-
fascicled (5 + 3 + 3 to 6 + 5 + 4), longest 8–9 mm, ca. 0.75 × as 
long as petals. Fasciclodes 3, very small, lenticular. Ovary 
ovoid; styles ca. 2 mm, ca. 0.4 × as long as ovary, free, distally 
spreading. Capsule ovoid, ca. 7 × 4 mm, ca. as long as sepals. 
Seeds dark brown, ca. 0.6 mm; testa finely foveolate. Fl. Aug–
Sep, fr. Sep–Oct. 

● Grassy slopes; 1800–2200 m. NW Yunnan (Dulong Jiang-Nu 
Jiang divide). 

Lianthus is named after Li Hui-lin, who described its sole species 
as a Hypericum. It differs from Hypericum, however, in several char-
acters, e.g., in having fasciclodes and white petals and, most notably, in 
its two systems of foliar glands. It is related to Triadenum but is more 
primitive in most respects. 
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