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30. SPIRORHYNCHUS Karelin & Kirilov, Bull. Soc. Imp. Naturalistes Moscou 15: 159. 1842. 
螺果荠属  luo hui qi shu 

Herbs annual, glabrous or puberulent. Trichomes unicellular, eglandular, simple, papillate. Stems erect, many 
branched above base. Basal leaves withered early, not rosulate. Cauline leaves sessile, attenuate and not auriculate at 
base, entire, dentate, sinuate, or rarely pinnatifid. Racemes several flowered, lax, ebracteate, elongated considerably 
in fruit. Fruiting pedicels slender, divaricate or reflexed, articulate and detached at base. Sepals narrowly oblong, 
deciduous, suberect, base of lateral pair subsaccate, margin membranous. Petals white or lavender, longer than 
sepals; blade linear, apex obtuse; claw undifferentiated. Stamens 6, strongly tetradynamous; filaments slightly 
dilated at base; anthers oblong, obtuse at apex, lateral pair sterile. Nectar glands 2, lateral, semiannular; median 
glands absent. Ovules 1 per ovary. Fruit indehiscent, 1-seeded, S-shaped siliques, with ellipsoid seed-bearing part 
and attenuate stipelike base, terete; valves woody, prominently veined, papillate, reticulate, or rugose, wingless; 
gynophore absent; replum rounded; septum absent; style beaklike, flattened, to 3 cm in fruit, persistent; stigma 
capitate, entire. Seeds wingless, narrowly oblong, plump; seed coat smooth, not mucilaginous when wetted; 
cotyledons incumbent. 
One species: C and SW Asia. 
1. Spirorhynchus sabulosus Karelin & Kirilov, Bull. Soc. 
Imp. Naturalistes Moscou 15: 160. 1842. 
螺果荠  luo hui qi 
Anguillicarpus bulleri Burkill; Spirorhynchus bulleri 
(Burkill) O. E. Schulz. 
Annuals, 15–50(–70) cm tall. Stems erect, many 
branched on lower and middle part, glabrous. Leaves 
sessile; leaf blade linear, (1–)3–8(–12) cm × (0.5–)1–
4(–7) mm, glabrous, base attenuate, margin remotely 
dentate, sinuate, or pinnately lobed, entire in upper 
leaves, apex acute. Fruiting pedicels filiform, (0.5–
)0.8–1.5(–2) cm, straight or reflexed, articulate at base, 
sparsely puberulent or papillate with trichomes to 0.3 
mm. Sepals oblong-linear, 1.5–2.5 × 0.4–0.6 mm, 
glabrous, margin narrowly membranous, apex acute. 
Petals white or lavender, linear, (3–)4–6(–8) × 0.3–0.5 
mm. Filaments white, median pairs 1.5–2 mm, lateral 
pair ca. 1 mm; anthers oblong, 0.6–0.9 mm. Fruit seed-
bearing portion narrowly ellipsoid, 3.5–6 × 2–3(–4) mm; 
stipelike base attenuate, (3–)4–8(–10) mm, glabrous; 
style flattened, strongly curved or rarely straight, 
glabrous, (1.3–)1.7–2.5(–3) cm. Seeds narrowly oblong, 
3–5 × (0.8–)1–2 mm. Fl. and fr. Apr–May. 
Sandy deserts; 300–1000 m. Xinjiang [Afghanistan, Kazakstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan; SW 
Asia]. 
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