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7. CRAMBE Linnaeus, Sp. Pl. 2: 671. 1753. 
两节荠属  liang jie qi shu 

Herbs annual or perennial, rarely subshrubs. Trichomes absent or simple. Stems erect, often simple basally, much 
branched apically. Basal leaves long petiolate, rosulate or not, simple, dentate, lyrate, or pinnately lobed, often very 
large. Cauline leaves petiolate, similar to basal leaves. Racemes many flowered, usually lax, ebracteate, often in 
panicles, elongated considerably in fruit. Fruiting pedicels slender, erect or divaricate. Sepals ovate or oblong, 
ascending or spreading, not saccate. Petals white or rarely yellow, spreading or ascending, longer than sepals; blade 
obovate or oblong, apex obtuse; claw much shorter than sepals. Stamens 6, strongly tetradynamous; filaments not 
dilated at base; lateral pair filiform, wingless, unappendaged; median pairs winged and/or toothed, rarely filiform 
and toothless; anthers ovate or oblong, obtuse at apex. Nectar glands 4; median pair large, globose or oblong; lateral 
pair minute, intrastaminal, semiannular. Ovules 2 per ovary. Fruit indehiscent, nutletlike silicles, segmented; basal 
segment seedless, much shorter than terminal segment; distal segment 1-seeded, globose or ovoid, corky, terete or 4-
angled, smooth, rugose, or reticulate; gynophore absent; replum and septum obsolete; style absent, obsolete, or 
rarely to 1 mm; stigma capitate, entire. Seeds wingless, oblong, pendulous on a basal funicle, plump; seed coat 
smooth, not mucilaginous when wetted; cotyledons conduplicate. 
About 35 species: Africa, Asia, Europe; one species in China. 
1. Crambe kotschyana Boissier, Diagn. Pl. Orient., ser. 1, 6: 
19. 1845. 
两节荠  liang jie qi 
Crambe cordifolia Steven subsp. kotschyana (Boissier) 
Jafri; C. cordifolia var. kotschyana (Boissier) O. E. 
Schulz. 

Herbs perennial, 0.5–1.8(–2.5) m tall, with somewhat 
fleshy roots. Stems simple at base, hirsute. Basal leaves 
with petioles 10–35 cm; leaf blade cordate-reniform, 
cordate, or ovate-orbicular, (10–)15–35 × 2–50 cm, 
densely hirsute abaxially especially along veins, thick, 
base cordate, margin coarsely toothed, apex acute. 
Cauline leaves similar to basal, much reduced in size 
upward. Infructescences large panicles. Fruiting 
pedicels slender, ascending, (1.5–)2–3.5(–4) cm. Sepals 
oblong, 2.5–4 × 1–1.5 mm, sparsely hirsute. Petals 
white, broadly obovate, 5–9(–11) × 3–4(–6) mm, apex 
rounded; claw 0.5–1 mm. Median filament pairs 
flattened, 3–4 mm, with a tooth 0.5–1 mm; lateral pair 
slender, toothless, 2–2.5 mm; anthers oblong, 0.7–1 mm. 
Basal fruit segment oblong, seedless, 2–2.5 mm; 
terminal segment globose, subcorky, 4.5–6.5 mm in 
diam., smooth, reticulate veined, glabrous; style 
absent. Seed pale brown, subglobose, 3–4 mm in diam. 
Fl. Mar–May, fr. May–Jun. 2n = 30. 

Mountain slopes, stony hillsides, grassy foothills; 700–4000 m. 
Xinjiang, Xizang [Afghanistan, India, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Paki-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan; SW Asia]. 

The leaves and roots are eaten as vegetables. 
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